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WAN DERING PATEN TEEs > 


OR, A HISTORY OF 


THE YORKSHIRE THEATRES, 


FROM 1770 TO THE PRESENT TIME: 


Interſperſed with ANECDOTES reſpeaing 
NO a OF THE PERF ORMERS 


IN THE THREE KINGDOMS, FROM 1765 to 1795; 


— — 


BV E WIEKINSON. 
IN FOUR VOLUMES. 


To which are added, never publiſhed, | 
THE DIVERSIONS OF THE MORNING, AND FOOTE” 8 TRIAL. 
FOR A LIBEL ON PETER PARAGRAPH. 

n by the late SAMUEL FOOTE, Eſq, 


— 


« Smith.” so vo WRITE o, MR. BAYES? 
6 Bayes. A- AND so LONG AS I KNOW ALL MY THINGS 
& ARE GOOD, WHAT DO I CARE WHAT PEOPLE SAY,—AND 
« IT SHALL PIT, BOX, AND GALLERY IT, "HOY WITH 
„ ANY BOOK IN CHRISTENDOM,”' 
Dake of Puchingbom 5 — 


* — 


VOL. m. © 
YORK: ; 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, _ 
BY WILSON, SPENCE, AND MAWMAN :. 


SOLD BY 6. 6. & J. ROBINSON, PATERNOSTERROW; T. EGERTONz 5 


 WHITEHALL 5 AND J. DEIGHTON, HOLBORN, LONDON; | 
2 all the Bookſellers in the city and county of Tork. 


Anno "1950 
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out journies to have occaſioned the extraordi- 5 1 1-6 
nary expences attendant, it would indeed havre 


been (and owing to Mrs. Siddons alone) a WII. 
KINSONIAN YEAR, to have been remembered N 

and recorded by his preſent generation, and eb 
the generation to.come3—but it was . 
with various and innumerable drawbacks by tra- a 
velling from place to place. C N 


> 4 4 


Jo give an account of the Houſes Mrs. . N 
drew at that memorable time, would appear here- 5 7 
after to the reader almoſt incredible. To fill a 
Page with. the merits of her lady Macbet | 
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1 bella, and many other characters would be 1 
telling when Caſter- day or Chriſtmas- day is to fall, 
Which every child is, or ought to be acquainted 

withz but the eager deſire and rage of crowds to ſee 
her at York were ſuch as reſembled thoſe in Lon- 
don for admittance on particular occaſions; and 
Vork can boaſt from the words of Mr. Siddons, 

that Mrs. Siddons performed to the greateſt re- 
cept at that city, on Thurſday Auguſt 4, 1786, ſne 
ever acted to at any e at that time out 15 : 
London. a 

__ - Mrs. Siddons, by her Yorkſhire edis ” 
1086 received from her profits no leſs a ſum than 


eleven hundred pounds, or very near it, for 17 nights 


| acting, without alluding to any preſentations ſhe 
might and certainly did receive moſt liberally 
from particular N at Vork, on her beneht : 


night. 


_— 


The laurels Mrs. Siddons alt" at Vork! 7: 
_ duced her to extend her fame, by the viſiting 5 
Hull, where the public were highly gratified the 
24th, 1 5th, 17th, and 18th of Auguſt, by her ap- 
pearing in the Grecian Daughter, Zara, Belvi-. 
dera, and Ifabella. The full receipt 4481. 148.0 6d. 
Had that happened i in the uſual winter ſeaſon, it 
would have been a lucky ſtroke for me, though 
the players and myſelf might poſſibly have 
mourned a little for our Melpomene; 3 but the ex- 
pences were fo enormous in 1 proportion, ang 2 


uſual winter ſeaſon, was more univerſally deſerted 
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Gott was. only 1281. 88. 6d. and hs following 


than any that I recolle& in the courſe of my prac- . i. 
tice. Nothing pleaſed ;—of- nga Mr. mater ä 
was quite out of fayour. _ SE 3 
: Mrs. Siddons on her return to York from Hul 5 
re· engaged for three nights in the York race week, : 
when ſhe performed the following characters, 
Euphraſia, Elwina, and Caliſta on the laſt night - 
the upper- gallery airy beings were ſo turbulent, 
that not a line could be heard during the whole 
play, but Johſon and Nel! they honoured with great 
attention and applauſe. On the Monday Mrs. 
Siddons finiſhed at York, with playing Margaret 
of Anjou for her brother Stephen Kemble's Be- 
nefit,—I perſuaded her to try Leeds, where ſhe 
ated the Grecian Daughter, Zara, Ifabella, and 
Belvidera, Auguſt zoth, Sept. iſt, 4th, and 5th; 
the recepts were 4371. 18s. Mrs. Siddons had only 
that week to diſpoſe of, as ſhe was to play the en- 
ſuing one at Liverpoolz but to my grief, great 
vexation, and aſtoniſiment, ſeveral perſons at- 
tempted to ſtir up a mutiny againſt me at Wake 
field, urging that I treated the town with great 
diſreſpect and inſolence, i in not bringing Mrs. Sid- 
dons to play there, as well as at Leeds; the fol- FE 


lowing good arte note Was bros ſent to 3 _ 
N eee 7 1 
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ligation it bas impreſſed upon 
or well-wither to the Theatre. 


5 Was 61. 68. 6d. 1 was bender under the 6 pecellity 


ve The ladies and gentlemen i in ths; town. RET 
neighbourhood of Wakefield, -in ita to the 


animated exertions Mr. Wilkinſon has often pro- 


Ft ed, in conjunction with the cloſe attention he 


is ar this time devoting to the amuſement and 


entertainment of his Theatrical Patrons here, in 
indulging them with Mrs. Siddons's performance, 


: call aloud, for their thus publicly, thro' the chan- 


nel of your paper, returning him their hearty 
thanks, and warmeſt acknowledgments for this g- 
nal inftance of his kindneſs; and at the ſame time 


beg leave to affure Mr. W. cat his leaving Leeds, 
to open bis Theatre here ſo much earlier in the 
feaſon than uſual, will be held as a diſtin 


guiſhing. 
eharaſteriſtic of big difintereſted (the? unmerited} 


attention to them, and will, on every future op- 


Portunity be returned with a due DIP of a ob- 


At the time this farcaſtic "FS ks 4 for in- X 


fertion, Mrs. Siddons firetched à point merely to 


ſerve me, as ſhe acted Monday and Tueſday at 
Leeds, and on Wedneſday, Belvidera at Wakefield, 
and by contract was under the neceſſity of playing 


a prineipal character on the Friday following at 


Liverpool, which was an additional journey of 


near go miles. Good God } what real fatigue ! 7 


The ſaid Wedneſday the full recept at Wakef 


þ x 


; 


4 
1 „ 
* . 


. 


ef conveying ONLY PART of the company and ſer- 
vants in poſt chaiſes, and to pay for their living 
that day at Wakefield and return to Leeds at 
night. My extra-expences came exactly (as from 
the account before me) to 621. 148. 11d. 80 after 


my hazard, trouble, anxiety, and the ill opinion 


of me, my profit was al. 118. 7d.z yet I was 
accuſed of treating my friends at Wakefield very | 


ill: And the ſeaſon was in conſequence that year, 
1786, very bad, and the public grumbling and 
diſſatisfied, as they calculated great profits to 


me, and judged how eaſily they could and 
would have engaged Mrs. Siddons, or any other 
er performer, to play there, without once 


however well they might underſtand 


their own reſpective buſineſſes, they underſtood 
very little of mine, except in their 1 imaginations, | 
too often a fault in our diſpoſitions. - 80 all was 
5 murmur, though the two great luminaries of the 
noble and expanding London hemiſphere (Siddons 
and Jordan] had both ſhone on the 
auende in the ſame week. 


n 


Now Mrs. Siddons really had. it not Ah 3 


power to extend, as to time, and thoſe ths 
who were angry with me, on very little reflection, 


d have been convinced that my intereſt, as 


well as inclination, muſt have made me very glad 
of ſuch a powerful aſſiſtant as Mrs. Siddonsz par-. 
"IO as the week before the wers iy well 
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= known | to fail at Wakefield in general, TOY rey 


4 


— 


r 


quires every attraction to induce the public to 


attend the Theatre; tho' after that week I have 

not any audience in my circuit whoſe ſpirited en- 
deavours to encourage me can exceed the gay 
| town of merry Wakefield, which I have repeatedly 
aſſerted: And be it obſerved, that tho at Wakefield 


there was not any objection to pay Mrs. Siddons 


"al the London performers at York, The reaſon 


the compliment of London prices, yet Leeds 
| Theatre contained a conſiderable ſum more than 
- that of Wakefield; and it is poſſible and probable 
that Mrs. Siddons would have preferred ſharing | 
a 13ol. receipt to that of 60l. or 7ol.z for more om 
an average could not have been the caſe had Mrs, 
Siddons relinquiſhed Liverpool to have played at 
Wakefield. But let me obſerve that Liverpool, 
at the uſual prices N will > on o 2 
crowded night 230. a 5 
I have taken the liberty to Alain this bulineſa 
to my patrons at Wakefield, which will I truſt 
prove to their ſatisfaCtion, in a true light, that 15 
Could not act otherwiſe than I did, and any per- 
ſon who inſinuates my want of reſpect, duty or : 
_ eſteem for my friends in that town or any other, 
can only do it maliciouſly, as my regard and wiſh 
- to pleaſe them is equal to their favours Os . 
_ + at any time honour me with beſto wing. 
It is often ſaid at Hull, that Mr. Wilkinſon bas 5 


* 


WANDERING PATENTES- | 5 It - 


5 3 ma 8 
ON . 


i very dens; as York i is in the direct road whey 


they go to and return from Edinburgh z and the 


public weeks at Vork happen when the London 
Theatres are cloſed, which ĩs alſo an advantage that 
accrues to Leeds at times, by the Theatre being. PE, 


open in the ſummer ſeaſon. 


It has been often mentioned as gan that 
Mrs. Siddons and other performers ſhould not 
perform at Doncaſter, as well as at Tork, Leeds, 
or any other Theatre; which I am very happy to 


have here in my power truly and properly to ex- 
plain, and make the reader underſtand that the 
company are paid yearly for a certain circuit: 
The race weeks at Lork, Doncaſter, and Wake 


field they have double ſalaries. The ſalaries 
are in general 4al. per week, conſequently are 


al. on ſuch occaſions, and with Jol. rent at 
Doncaſter, (and much the ſame, with taxes, at 


Makefield,) and various weekly expenditures on 


ſuch occaſions (excluſive of muſic, doorkeepers, 


2 ſervants, . chandlers,..&c.) the Saturday's demand 


at the end of the Doncaſter races is no leſs thin 


2001. For as the performers have not any bene- 
fits on ſuch public meetings, they could not travel, 

and hire different lodgings, at ſuch. expenſive; 
times, and exiſt on ſingle ſalaries At Doncaſter 
ſeaſon both the London Theatres, it is univerſally 


known, are always open, which renders no poſſi- 


Ar of en performers e there at ms 


& By 


ſeaſon; ; and as to journeying N Mrs. Sid: 


_ dons or any principal performer, as far as Don- 
| _ (even if at London prices) I could not ven - 


on ſuch an undertaking, without being a 
wandere e 82 at ne time L am at Don- of 
caſter. \ 

1 bones an en to alurs he ladies 
and gentlemen of Doncaſter, that as I ſuppoſed. 
and underſtood Mrs. Siddons would not play the 


25 laſt ſeaſon, 1792, in London, 1 offered, if mne 


. Fn three: or four a and ee fon FW or 


four to Hull, I ſhould eſteem it as a favour. 


Mr. Siddons returned for anſwer, that himſelf 5 


and Mrs. Siddons would pay that viſit, when it 


| ſvited their convenience, with a great deal of 


pleaſure, but that the enſuing nagar oe een 5 
not probably be in the kingdom. 5 


There mien the Hberiy: tack Men tei 


” that the true reaſons may be underſtood at Dons. . 
_ Caſter, and explain how far I have not been neg+ | 
lectful of my duty in regard to the entertainment 
| of the public, by giving the true cauſe for their not 
ſeeing Mrs. Siddons at that place, as it is evi- 
dent it has not been owing to any vegleck, or the | 
| inly it may 25 
be eaſily credited and conceĩved, that Lcannot, at 
any time, be ſuppoſed to have the leaſt degree of 


leaſt diſreſpect of mine. And cer 


oa 


influence over that lady as to where the ſhall per- 
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form,” unleſs it ſully meets ber own beſt judg- 
ment and approbation-. When THE SiDbDoxs : 


departed in 1786, ſable Night made rapid ap- 


proaches, and teſted in his diſmal atmoſphere for 
one continued year in lamentation of her abſence. 
For inſtead of being obliged to the manager ſor 
introducing an object of that conſequence, the 


Theatres always anſwered. their expences with: 


ſome. profit, till Mrs. Siddons's year, when ſhe: 
played at London prices,, after which, all my en- 


deavours to ſatisfy the public were treated with a2 
determined faſhionable neglect; not but it is, fair 
and honeſt to allow I got the pence, the ſhillings, 


and the pounds by Mrs. Siddons' attractive and- 

acknowledged ſuperiority of genius. 
Mrs. Siddons's exit gave an eee SE 

Mrs. JorDan to perform, at Leeds, Miſs Hoyden 


in“ the Trip to Scarborough,” with the Poor: 


98 the Country Girl, and the Romp, on the 8 


5th. and 8th of Sept. but for the two nights per- 


formances J only received 541. 88. 3 and at Wake- 
field on the Saturday Mrs. Jordan ated. the 
Country Girl, and the Romp to 381. 125. But 
as I have lately obſerved, all would not do, Mel- 


 pomene's bowl and dagger having left ſuch an 


awful. gloom, that even Thalia could not laugh,, 
or if ſhe did, it was very mortifying, as it was to 
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We opened (after a bad Wakefield ſeaſon) on 
Monday, September 26, at Doncaſter, when Mrs. 
WAaRRELL, a finger from Mancheſter, (lince | 
known at Covent Garden) came for a you: ns 
piped i in Roſetta, Sept. 1986. 5 

Miſs Ecctes, a young lady, hat 


ſtrongly by Mr. and Mrs, Hull, came to Donca- 


ſter that ſeaſon, and made her effort i in Belvidera. 8 


The audience were well ſatisfied, and as 2 novice, ; 


they pronounced ſhe would prove an actreſs of 


ſterling merit; and ſo it has proved: She is 
made equal in proportion, as to limbs, to that of 
any female figure I ever ſaw; her features are by 
no means handſome, and her mouth is not one 
of the leaſt apertures.1 engaged her for the 
| year, at the expiration of which the left me, 


(on the. moſt friendly terms). She is a ſenſible 8 


5 well bred woman, and has many friends much A 
attached to her intereſt :—her family was once- 


good and opulent, therefore the reader will not 


be ſurpriſed ſuch dear relatives beſtowed a good 
education upon their favourite offspring. She 
now plays by her real name of EDMRAD, and is, 
I believe, at this time the heroine of the Nor- 


wich Theatre. Wherever ſhe is, I hope ſhe with 


meet with friends and encouragement. | 


That lady has indulged a failing, which has 8 
ſeldom added to female reputation. Mrs. Wof- 


| fington, it is certain, was the beſt Sir Harry 


f. 


1 uE WANDERING FATENTEE.. - 
Wildair ſince the- time of Wilkes to the 1 | 


hour; but Lothario did not add to her reputation 
as an adreſs, though uncommon beauty and ele- 
gance aſſiſted her performance: but Miſs Ed- 


mead, without that powerful command, has been 


tempted, for her own amuſement, to perform Ham- 
let, Scrub, Alexander, Little Pickle, Petrucio, 
Capt. Bobadil, &c.——How a woman of good ſenſe 
could be ſo determinately wrongs. is to me incon- 


ceiveablel 1 


A ſtrange -incident e at 8 the — 
night the ſaid Miſs Eccles appeared on that ſtage, 


on Thurſday, September 28, 1786, in the Race 


Week there. I was advertiſed in the bills as . 


the intended Pierre, when a conſiderable number 
of gentlemen, in the politeſt manner, requeſted 
1 would permit a gentleman of their intimate ac- 


quaintance to act that character; with which c 
requeſt I complied moſt willingly. I ordered the 
rehearſal, prior to which the gentleman himſelf 
favoured me with a viſit to apologize, and alſo to 


thank me for my ready acquieſcence to oblige 
and make. him happy: He told me he was di- 


ſtractedly attached to the ſtage, was very perfect 
in his favourite part of Pierre, and ſhould not be 


at any loſs, as he had ſeveral times acted that 
part, with a conſiderable ſhare of applauſe, . 
private Theatres indeed on ſeeing and hearing ; 


the gentleman converſe, 1 could not . help 
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regretting that fortune ſhould have . * 
much: above the ſtage, whom I thought muſt have 
ſmone as one of its brighteſt ornaments. His voice 
ſieemed mulical, ſtrong, and manly; his perſon 
was equal to that of eee ee eee aa 

ä anſwered | in 8 OTE as 96 


* EH 
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Te pots that: firſt ſeit x God oY 


Sure prophaſr d of the: ak : 


e 7 x 


921 1 manner was as eaſy as that of 207 160 
man I ever faw. I aſſured myſelf, and every 
body, of the higheſt entertainment, and was trulx 
impatient till the play began. Obſerve, he was 
not inthe leaſt frightened, nor had he the fmalleſt 
doubt of his ſuperior excellence; but as a proof 
that even an. indifferent performance on the 


ſtage is is not ſo eaſy taſk as is generally ima- | 


gined, I am obliged to relate, —it was . hor- 
| rjble !—moſt HAI !*—The" Pierre that I 1 


the beholders with awe and inciſive; thay" were, 
like Bobadil, all planet ſtruck; and, I am certain, 
nat one more ſo than myſclf.—He was awkward. 
to a degree; and, not to take up the reader's 
time, I was never more diſappointed, or think 1 


ever witneſſed more lack of expreſſion, either 
25 to voice, action, deportment, ee e 5880 
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. 
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The lad ES of « Venice Preferred” was 
acted at Doncaſter on Wedneſday,, Sept: 28 
ene was another: inſtance (ranged 

amongſt the numberleſs) bow choice, not judge 
ment, is too apt to ſeize our own opinion as to the 
propriety. of ſelf- tage - talents, Where inclination 
is ſubſtituted for genius; and hence ſo many mi 
ſerable actors, who, under the notion that merit 


is neglected, pine in penury and miſery, whiltt. 


the ignorant and unlettered roll in alluenee.. 
Not but this, in truth, does too often happen, not 
only on the ſtage, but alſo in the en n, 
phyſic, and every ſituation in lifGG. 
Many actors ſay, that principal thre Gemwith- 
make great performers.— -L remember old Mar, 
from his inveteracy. to Garrick, for not giving 
him principal characters, always ſaid, the verx 


ſound of Manager put his frame into a fi ” 


ment. If when he fed the ducks in St. James's: 
Park, any one of che feathered race was pecu- 


_ larly alert, and ſwallowed more than the others, 


would ere eu er, ge bag . W _ 
you are the Manager.” 6-5 

Another inſtance of the ind, "tho en, 
to talents, i is old Mr. Lewis, and, 1 believe, ftilt 
living, and well known to all our theatrical tribe- - 
by the appellation of the Stage Ki ing of Grief, ” 
which is adopted with great propriety. Some 
few > ſince — who e ever was the 


_« the Duenna; 
know what ade given him ſuch ſudden diſ- - 
quietude, and to be informed of the matter. 


* 
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& Poor Man's Friend,“ met bim i in the 8 of 
London, mean in his habiliments, and his ſmall 


clothes - pockets, not very material whether in 


| | Holes or not as to any contents like coin contained 
therein: This mendicant king, Lounger took 


home to dinner, and his table never wanted either 
dainty or plenty of proviſion. The player for ſome 


time ſeemed delighted, nay, even chuckled with 
fparkling pleaſure, a circumſtance which Young- 
er's goodneſs of heart made him inwardly rejoice 
at and pleaſed to obſerve; but when the poor 
great actor had glutted, even to the gorging, the 
ſhort lived pleaſure that had as a wonder poſſeſſed 


his brow and features, ſuddenly gave way to the 


natural propenſity of gloom and fixed melan--- 
- choly.—His friendly hoſt, on obſerving the ſud- 

den change, felt much hurt, filled him a bumper, 
which the other did not refuſe, but took as eaſily 


as Father Paul does the pint-brimmer glaſs in 
and when .Younger begged to 


The matter!” exclaimed: old Lewis, fiercely 


c and ſternly; (and ſtaring angrily in Younger's 
_ face) 5 why, is it not a ſad matter, enough to 


te make a man mad, ¶ burſting into tears to think 
« that a player of ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit as 


& am, ſhould be obliged 0 ſuch a Aal nh an after 
me as 1 88 ene * „ rn 


e 600 n e e 0 deen 8h = 


ind! equalize, rather than to view the fortu- : 
nately exalted with pleaſure. Mankind, in ge- 
neral, are wanting that heavenly - mediocrity; 


but each ſuperior of every claſs. covers the ſpe- 
cious envy too often with being meek mouthed 


to a ſuperior, | whilſt their breaſts are filled with _ 


ſpleen and arrogance ;—and. even the pooreſt 
beggar, who wiſhes: to cruſn and rob his ſuperior, 
would yet like to term ſuch-murder juſtice, for 
the ſake of plunder,” as the chimney-ſweeper na- 
turally delights to make the white miller mn hes 
COR and black as himſelf. _ _ 5 
People, in general, wiſh to hector and Jaws 
neer over their preſent ſuperiors, yet they would 
feel hurt and galled to the uttermoſt to behold 
thoſe whom they deem beneath, converſe on an 
equality with themſelves. Look at a general 
aſſembly in the country, and let the  beſt-bred _ 
opulent tradeſman dance with the moſt accompliſh- 


ed or elegant woman in the room, yet ſome ſprig 


of family, will not join hands or behave with the 
common good manners, which the nature of the 
place demands, in order to let the inferiors know 
they are NOT QUALITY.—How would ſuch ladies 
like an aſſembly at Pendicherry, where the firſt - 
lady in the place was under the neceſlity of giving 


her hand to a common ſoldier, at the opening of 
their grand Fete Ball. It is a pity but a medium 
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| 
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| 
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beſt, as to doing wonders, of any: perſon I ever ; 
through performances incredible and maſterly. 


did not fear drinking a bottle: of brandy, glaſs for 
glaſs, as eaſily and with as much compoſure as * 


woney at Doneaſter, Hull, and Tork. 
commended them. ſtrontziy to Mr. Wroughtony, he 


or” RET 1 28 to be 80 propriety, .conld he 
. univerſally attached to our breaſts, that would 
bring every object to Its proper level of mutual 
good behaviour and good will to each other, and 
be the: ſureft walk of pleafure, propriety, free 


equality, and every other agreeable: intercourſe 
of life, viths irs fenfidle neliets, enjoyments, oy 


But it 36 dhigh-ninke- to e eee ola 
wh at Doncafter, from whence: the digreſ- 


fon has made me wander from my poſt of t 


duty, and inform the reader, that after the Race MW 


Weck, 1986, I engaged a Company | of Tumb- 
lers, Sc.; they termed: themſelves the Sees. R 


Company z=— They were 


peopie; they had much rr dee enter- b. 
tainment, on the whole, u was the beſt conceived th 


and the moſt worthy of any thing of IQ” 
the kind Lever beheld The Clown was the dl 


ſawz he really did more than a man, for he went 


I never faw any of them drunk, thongh the clown 


could wine. Hie faid, in broken Engliſh, 
Water goot for dueck They e e 
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| at gadlers Wells, who took my word for their 
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merit, made an agreement with them before thex 


finiſhed with me, for the enſuing ſeaſon, and * 


believe they anſwered his purpoſe greatly, as 
they pleaſed the audiences at the Wells equal to 
thoſe” of Doncaſter, Hull, and Tork, and their 
behaviour, while with me, merited all the profits 

they received. The Clown of whom I have 
deen ſpeaking, I believe, has remained at the 
Wells from that time to this: he plays the Clown 


there, and his TI: 15 * nen een „ 


Boron A - | 
Now, reader, 3 fo Wh ; 
Race Weeks, we will mount my hobby and 
finiſh the acting at Doncaſter on Friday, Octo- 
ber 25, 1786, and on the Friday following open 
the Theatre-Royal, Hull, for the uſual yearly 
quantum of Theatrical entertainments; where 
though we ſtay a tolerable long ſeaſon, yet it will 
go on quickly, though not flouriihingiy, as 
few incidents or hair-breadth ſeapes will detain 5 
us to merit the relation. . | 
At Hull, the new performers; Me. add Mis: 
Nunns, Mr. Fox, Mr. Bates, Mr. Betterton, Mr. 
Stanfield, the Venetian Company, Miſs Eccles, 
and a Mr. Lows, from the Wells. He, Lowe, 
was very poor indeed as a performer, and, I be. 
eve, a poor RN as a man; he was ſon to 


5 5 Beard of worthy memory, in every reſpect. 
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who was the rival ſinger to the good Johnny 


Mr. Southgate gave a lick on his own head on 
| his benefit night, the 15th of December; but I 
fear did not ſtrike hard enough to make an im- 
5 Preſſion on himſelf or his auditors. FI 
Nov theſe performers being att to he 


ur 
n at the different times of their ſtated rit 
appearances, from the ſpring in April to Septem- me 
ber in 1786, it would be ſuperfluous to make at 


more mention without particular cauſe: They 
were candidly received; and Mr. Stanfield, who 
had made his firſt appearance at Doncaſter, in Sir 
Francis Wronghead, was (and is) a performer of 
aſtoniſhing abilities as to quickneſs of ſtudy. 
Indeed T had inſtances, almoſt would be termed 
impoſſible, were they numerated. He was bred- 
a failor, has ſtrong talents: for poetry, and is 
what a good Engliſh tar ſhould be, a man of N vate 
bravery, and that aided-by marks of. ſtrong genius ¶ Mr. 
and - good. underſtanding;- but nature has not ſtali 
been partial to him, for I think at a wager, even ſtrix 
Tate Wilkinſon (whom his friend Stephen Mr. 


EKemble has pronounced the uglieſt man he ever I ſet 


ſaw) might, on ballot, ſtand a chance Forr an dd Cool 
5 ball as being the handſomer of the two. Nik h. 
Mr. Cooke performed with me on an engage- 
= ment for Hull, York, and Leeds ſeaſon. The 

Londoners x would. ON credit he: ne 


vr WANDERING verk. : 23 | 
; merit Mr: Cooke poſſeſſes in a Fertieblif eaſt of ; 
parts; for where his character ſuits, his merit 


would be undoubted on any ſtage, however cri- 
ticalz yet if really critical, with ſound obſervation 


and lenity, they would be ſtrictly juſt and not 


dB rite at "Newcaſtle, that I do aver I know judg- 


at that Theatre, when even Mr. John Kemble 
e was acting there; but I truſt ſuch judgment was 
ho not the univerſal opinion: However, I ſhould 


ranger ” for the infatuation of Mr. Cooke's act- 


was carried to ſuch a frenzy, that even the ladies 
red languiſhed at that gentleman's making love,. —1 


_— abilities of pleaſing; but ſurely Mr. Quin or 
Mr. Moſſop, might have acted Romeo and Ca 
ſtalio, with the ſame propriety, as Mr. Cooke the 


wen I fripling lover yet, without diſparagement to 
hen Mr. Cooke, Mr. Quin and Mr. Moſſop may be 


Cooke may be excellent in his proper department, 


gage · Nneed not fear content, 


rlivg to the Miſs W at — from Eo" when 


o 
# 


ſhrink from allowing him that portion of merit, 
© Wh undoubtedly his due.— He was fo great a favou- 


n ment of preference, and wiſhing for Mr. Cooke. 


not be ſurpriſed, as Hamlet obſerves, „It is not 


ing at Newcaſtle, though for three or four ſeaſons, 


mean in public, for L would not difpute his pri- 


ſet down as undoubted good actors, and Mr. 


if he. will aid his own good capabilities, and he 
ward, and applauſe.” ; 
The Mr. WaLLts was with me all that year, father : 
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- grown to: maturity, great age, are pro- 15 
perly placed: her failure in London was not a pa 
: matter of ſurpriſe," when we conſider a child arm- 


over ſo powerſul a champion, ——Miſfs Wallis is 


: liſt of Theatrical Heroines, will leave her and her 
father, till we meet by accident art: the roa 
though 1 believe we wiſn each ot 


us croſs and joſtle ; yet all r ee 


| She had acted Belinda in . Alt in the Wrong” Wy 
that year at Covent-Garden: Her perſon wal 7 
5 tente and the —_— porn he her ourn 


; Garden, Theatre,” ons 


85 


ing againſt the Coloff us of Tragedy, Mrs. Sid- 3 
dons, and at a time too when Mrs. Siddons's un- ; 
common, as well as undoubted luperiority, take 4 ; 
her for all in all, over not only her predeceſſors, W 
25 but, beyond diſpute, Over the competitors of her of 
own time, was ſo evident. It was therefore ab- 


ſurd to expect a child (which then Miſs Wallis . 
only was). ſhould have any probability of victory * 


now eſtabliſhed with her father at Bath , where . 
every patronage that riſing merit, accompanied 
with rare good qualities, can expect, is liberally 
beſtowed on that young lady, and gratefully re- P 
ceived; but as that young genius is not in my 


and 
er well, yet ſome 
accident or another has ever happened to make 


not deſign, on either ſide. 10 8 
Mrs. BELFELD was cognged OW Hun ſeaſo a. 


Min Wallis now  engay d, this your 179, * Tore old 


were Hm ak 1 highty Guiſbed 6 Me. Davis f 

London, and in the extreme of faſhion. Lady 
Paragon was her firſt appearance, hut the an- 
mation of ſoul, aided by true comic humour, Was 
wanting; therefore ſhe pleaſed, but not to a de- 
gree beyond that of being born to fade; which 

fade came on in a ſudden and unſuſpected de- 
gree; for an epidemic fore throat carried off that 


lady the year following at 'Glafgow, in the prime 5 


of hey life, when ſhe had not made her reckon- 3 


ing, but was * fuddenly called to her account, 
with all her imperfections on her head. <7 Wor 
that I mean to infinuate ſhe had more faults or 
leſs than any other perſon, but the thought ſtrikes, 
and her death being ſudden ir is © not = very i. 
proper alluſion or quotation. 15 
That lady continued N me till the expira- 
tion of the York feaſon, of which 1 ſhall have 
again to recount a triffing fracas, between her 
and myſelf, more ludicrous than ſerious, and 
more ſerious than ludicrous, if 1 may be allowed. 
the contradiẽtious hunger; but of that by and 
bye ks. 
So we picking all our zeil not thy : 
the habiliments of my ſtage beggars, paſtoral | 
nymphs, and gentle ſhepherds, bade fare wel to 
Hull, Wedneſday. January the 24th, 1767, and f 
with the performers lately mentioned, new and 
eld, " gee” 1085 my Venetian e did wo 


— 
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right of our Royal Patent, as a true ſubject, 


ſounded my- trumpet,. diſtributed my bills and 


advertiſements, and bade the doors be thrown 


qpen for the Royal York Theatre, on Thurſday 


January. 2 55 1787, with t Know FORT 6 on Mind” | 
and be Three Weeks after 3 | 


5 DET I 


muſt let 3, | 
Mr. Darcy. make his firſt a appearance, in 1 


5 character of Millamour; and as a young gentle- 
man of family and his own good qualities, doubt 
not my introduction of ſo promiſing a youth, will 
be attended with kind reception, and every cor- 
diality to render his preſence not an intruſion, but 


a wiſh- to receive his company, and liſten to his 


checqure of life's ding dong bell,” its merry and 
its doleful changes; but muſt obſerve he will have 
more to do, as a kind of Nouvelle Hiſtory, than 
. 20 16} ths beginning engroſs the whole ; for as in 
the beſt of our novels by Fielding, Richardſon, 
- "and others, the hero of the tale is often left in 
the greateſt emergency, and not the leaſt likeli- 
hood of his wants being relieved, which gives the 
| impatient reader an additional thirſt of curioſity 


0 to be informed of what can have become of, him, 


but muſt have patience, or unfairly jump over 


5 the diſtreſſes of a Mr. Jenkins or a Mrs. Miller, 
Who unexpectedly croſs the way, and ſtop up all 
85 paſſage for the hiſtory of the favourite Tom Jones 
or N Pickle ; 5 ſo that patient virtue . | 


2 


for 
ten 
ſic; 
all, 
me 


'be required-i in my account -of Mr. Darcy : For 
after his beginning in 1786-7, and his finiſhing 
his career with me late in 1788, theſe. premiſes 
being ſettled, I will, to the beſt of my recollection, 
inform every body who honour my ſheets, clear, 
dry, dirty, or ſoiled, that Mr. Darcy of whom I 
have made ſuch a digreſſive prelude, is the ne- 
phew of Sir Aſhton Lever, whoſe Muſeum (though: 
he is dead) will make him revered-by the memory 
of every virtuoſo. Now this truly hopeful youth, 
did then poſſeſs ſeveral acquirements, which not 
only promiſed well, but What was ſtill much bet- 
ter, he put into practice; the which means more 
than meets the ear. In 1787, Mr. Darcy (now: 
better known by his ſurname of Lever) poſſeſſed 
uncommon requiſites; his perſon was and is hand- 
ſome, and well proportioned ; and his face aided 
by -marking features: He was one of the firſt 
Harlequins I ever ſaw ; he leaped in a ſuperior _ 
degree, not only as to height but neatneſs, aided by 
great agility. He ſung pleaſingly, and underſtood _ 
muſic z by his own aſſiduity he not only played. 
well, but mafterly, even to an uncommon” degree 

of excellence; on the German Flute; his turn 

for drawing, from the help of the neceſſary at- 
tention due to genius, was fully equal to his mu- 
ſical talents: He, as an actor, played few things 

ill, moſt of them not only well, but in ſuch a 
manner as muſt have pleaſed on any ſtage, par- 
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| Donlarty'in' the W e he was > 
decent Archer, and- an excellent Aimwell; he 


could act Plume or Brazen, and was able to ſu- 
Rain a firſt finging character in a manner greatly 
to his own credit and the ſatisfaction of the au- 
dience. 1 will leave him therefore at York for 
che preſent, where he daily and weekly grew 


into high favour with the public, and from his 
improving merit, joined to his utility, was to 


me of the utmoſt conſequence. I muſt men- 


tion, however, that when in his freaks of temper, 


which was very warm and tenacious at the leaſt 
offence, he was too ſoon irritated, and on fuch 


ns. ence, allowing himſelf the privilege to laugh, 
but would not permit even a lady in the ſtage- 
box to take that too cuſtomaty freedom of being 


loud and looking at the poor players contemp- 
tuouſly ; and as to me, when wound up to any 


| pitch of hüs diſpleaſure, be looked on me no more 


than if T had been the ſtagekeeper, and nat that 


great mighty man the manager. One evening 


he took a tantarum at the rehearſal of the Tem- 
peſt, at Hull, when he, with a Caſa A 


_ the players, fiddlers, fingers, actors aud actreſſes, 
Taliban and Sycorax all out of the Theatre: One 
door {tilt bears the marks of his acknowledged 
triumph, and it is to this day called the Darcy 
Dur I was not . at the fray, but i in * | 
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of all She divinity that doth hedge a Mg ae, - 


2 -it would have been fo with us had we been there, 
1 One inſtance of kis and my friend Fawcett's 
by .comic freedom with the author, I hope they will 
K pardon my reciting, and laugh at their ſudden 
"1 impromptu of | folly. Every reader will recol- 
5 lect that, in the farce of the Farmer, Jemmy 
15 Jumps, is not only in ſearch of a wife, but an 
5 utter ſtranger to Valentine: Mr. Darcy was the 
2 Captain Valentine, and Mr. Fawcett the Jemmy 
* Jumps: The night before the Farmer was acted, f 
2 Mrs. Fawcett: (to the pride and joy of her young | 
Y huſband) was brought to bed. In the Park ſcene, 
1. Valentine, who had not ſeen Jemmy Jumps till 
by then, and did not even know who he was, in- 
-quired warmly after-the health of Jemmy Jumps's 
4 wife, which Jemmy anſwered with great plea- 
ſure, by aſſuring him, that ſhe had the night pre- 
P ceding © produced a chopping boy, and Was as. 
2 WU well as weak be expected, conſidering her. con- 
* dition.“ Tet, notwithſtanding the abſurdity and 
15 glaring impropriety, inſtead of being properly 
8900 reprobated, the audience actually applauded, 
wa | though ſo coarſe and out of all character; and 
555 while any audience will permit a favourite actor 
wi to ſo vferſtep the modeſty of Nature, there never 
ne can be any wonder that comedians will take ad- 
4 d vantage, though ſo greatly to their own difcredit 
fd and judgment, with every auditor who will not 


Velume III. „„ 
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miniſhed or held in diſtruſt or life | 
home or abroad. 5 : 8 


* 


be at the trouble of one minute to think for him- 


ſelf, and properly reſent ſuck an affront offered 


do his underſtanding. What a pity for the actors 


real reputation ſuch. liberties are not reprobated 
as ſoon as heard; for were that the caſe, the beſt 


comedians would be more guarded. 1 do not 


8 wiſh to be too-rigid, for Ihave known many an 


impromptu be of infinite. ſervice to the piece, 


_ . and the actor of courſe to the audience; but the 
actor ſhould have ſuch a curb on his wit, as to be 
careful that what he lets bf from the fire of whim - 
and his genius, is ſtrictly in time, place, and cha- 
racter, and then let him be as witty: as he pleaſes; 

but beware in any play of Shakeſpear's, for the 
true value is as different as a French Aſſignat 


to a Bank Note of Old England; the intrinſic 
worth of which, I truly hope, will never be d- 


I have heard Mr. Wee "ag 0 eee 


5 | 8 race evening, in the ſcene ſuppoſed to be in St. | 


James's Park, © Good ſport to day, Sir; the mare. 


Was the better horſe.” . Now that circumſtance. 
happened that very day and had great effect; 
and there might have been a race at Epſom or 


leſe where, and the pleaſantry was a good one; but 


when the ſame actor was not contented but in- 


formed Valentine, that he ſhould have a fine 
walk: TOP} for he- was going to . 


py \ 
f 


* 
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' ſlf-producedy for being i in e e ae 3 Park, 


made it impoſſible for Jemmy Jumps to walk. to 

Leeds the next morning; therefore ſuch an at- 

temp at joke wag as vain as ridiculous. i 
But to have done with my wiſe ws ea 


| talking away of what will, I fear, pleaſe no body, 


- myſelf incladed, I muſt whirl about my brain, 


having been near a. month idle with this olio, 


and rub up my reader memory, that we axe ſtill 


faſt in the theatrical buſineſs at the York Thea- 


tre, early in the winter ſeaſon, 1787; for I/ like 
a floundering horſe, have only kept plunging and 


ſplaſhing, (ſplaſning in reality, if my white 
blotched ſneet af een viewed) and have 


5 requires — ates the road. 


ind for a long time on my 


| . 


Miss Eccles's: Leonora that pe did her more 


— im ay face? + | 


Leonora, * Tis in your wwords/” 


Her manner was ſuch, 1 3 
was then freſh in the minds of —— * 


Miſs Eecles received repeated plaudits. 


"ne Parma the company from Sadlers Wells, 
vil, Signora Spagniola and others, 
| rewind a few nights, but did not ſucceed to 
an . after the Italian Company. At chat 
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where we ſtaid three or four weeks. I mention this 


as to be robbed or ſtopped either in London or 
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_ ſoon as the doors were opened, I tried: the two- qt 


and though the time was ſo very ſhorty: when-I 


| _ cuſtomary) 10 to my utter. ſurpriſe and aſtoni 
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ame 1 let my THO D he 


W well, and. it wan n N . ly vil 
i 1927 „„ 
About that time, So Gb a kgs — . and 

| daughter; did not trudge, but rode to London City, 


merely on account of two or three trifling acci- ä 
dents that occurred at my native place; the firſt 1 
was, that I had often declared I thought it im- ; 
poſſible for the breeches-pocket to be picked with- 
out being perceived, and indeed, except an odd 
| handkerchief nowand then, I never was ſo unlucky 


bt 


elſewhere. . The firſt play I went to, after we ar- 
rived, was the night Mrs. Inchbald's new comedy 
of * Such Things Are“ was ated, which was 
on Monday, Feb. 19th, 3) bir Majeſty's command. 
The baxes, pit, and every part overflowed. As it 


. ſhilling gallery, but found it ſo very ſuffoc: | 
abandoned it ſhortly after Thad entered the door BE a 


aſked for my money to be ; ed, 6 was then 


ment my pocket was completely turned inſide 
out, and all the contents eee eren _ de 
enn WT Bibs "S644 B34" . CEE N 8 Tk # e 5 | th 
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F my friend's an very often *hile in 
uch entertained with the per- 
formance and the piece: Mr. Harris had given | 
a copy to Dublin, Bath, and Norwich, by which 
means I was not out of a chance for getting one, 
as indeed Dublin bookſellers print the pieces very 
ſoon after they are ated. J foon after returned 
to York, got a very good copy, and by ſeeing it 
ſo often, was enabled to ſettle the buſineſs, dreſs 
the play properly, and retain the ſtrokes in ge- 
neral of all the characters. L intended it for * 


WN and Was 1 


benefit at Vork in Eaſter-week. 


In- the interim, Mr. Barrett, manager of the | 
Norwich theatre, ſent” a copy to Mrs. Ber#ilL, 
who was then engaged to me at York; ſhe in- 
ſiſted on havingãt for her benefit; ] perſiſted, not 
only to the right of having it as manager, but 


being for my night I ſhould be very attentive to 


its production, and not be niggardly as to any re- 
fy my pride, the gratifica- 
tion of my audience, and the merit of the fair 


quiſite expence to ſat 
author, for whom I in truth held then and hold 


now a more than common eſteem and friendſhip. 


However, Mrs. Belfill's wrangling and mine grew 


daily to a greater height, that in order to termi- : 
nate it, I defired my dearly beloved Inchbald to 


decree the prize in favour of me, hinting to her 
the greater advantages her play would receive by 


my getting it up for the public, than a performer; 


C 3 . 


unnd baren. 33) 


n e eee. D : 


> 


but lere T was withwlbi/ for the poet felt every | 
maternal fondneſs for the child of her brain; and 
_raſhly thinking I had made ſome: jumble of my 
own from what I had een, and knowing Mrs. 


Belfill's to be genuine a from Norwich, ſhe in 
| de .denounced vengeance. heartily, and 
ſaid that ſhe would advertiſe my production as a 


ſlimfy diſſ graceful impoſture* : But the was miſta- 
ken —for mine was the true Simon Bure; and as 1 


did not relax in attention to her comedy, it was 
produced with great ſucceſs. The which good 


fortune, added to her bleſſing of forgivenneſs, 


amply repaid all my paſt ſufferings, as our late 
friendly intercourſe and chit chat was again re- 


ſtored; though for four years, to uſe Mr. Wood- 


fall's words, I looked on the matter I us 
as not MAKE-UPABLE.. . 0 

On getting up that play an nl een 
tek place between me and Mr. Knight, who 
was to leave me, with Miſs Farren, (now Mrs. 
| Knight) for the Bath theatre, and whoſe loſs 
as a performer was then conſiderable to me. His 


name for Tvineall J had put the third in the bills; 


Mr. Knight would not play the part unleſs that 
ceremony was altered. I appealed to his now 
manager, that was then to be, Mr. Kea 


Bath; that worthy friend obliged me, by return 


of poll with one of the Bath e ee 
| Se vol. II. page bo, 1 1 


. 


— 
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Betterton had to perform the part. Mr. = : 


more general lot; but behind. the curtain theſe _ 


ciples and underſtanding are good: © 


Rona reflection, when 1 ee how 
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my great eite ien proved to be exactly printed 
with tlie ſame routine of characters as the Tork 
bill: However it was all to no purpoſe, for Mr. 


friends who were numerous, endeavoured to make 
a diſturbance, but on alittle reflection they judged, 
very properly, that the new Comedy of Mrs. 
Inchbald's was more worthy of attending to, . N 
the ridiculous diſpute of the actor. and the mana 
ger; and all was quiet, and ING! Toy deſervedly 
much applauded. + 

Notwithſtanding the Wat, Mr. Knight and F 
5 on very good terms, and have remained 
ſo to this very hour. I wiſh all riots were got ſo 
eaſily over, and that peace and content was a 
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little bruleries we players are ſubject to, it ſeems 
an-indiſpenſable article in our trade, and gives a 
zeſt for repartee full equal to à curtain lecture. 
80, my dear Mrs. Inchbald, permit me to ſay, God 
bleſs you, and may all your affairs proſper, and 
your days of beauty be as laſting, as 3 Prin- 


I muſt not negleQ obſerving, that twice t 
ſeaſon of Mrs. Inchbald's excellent comedy, 1 
was highly entertained and ſurpriſed at the great 
entertainment the farce of © Patrick in Pruſſia“ 
afforded the audience and myſelf, and was ſtruck 


oy 
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- very in werally 1 was treated at Vork for inſulting 


the audience with ſo bad a Piece, as it was phraſed; 
yet that farce ſtill keeps. its ground, and, as a 
proof, has been, and is often, acted in London. 


But I have not yet done with the ne, as 


will in time and place be explained. 


„ ſaid year at Vork, 1787, W much AY 
noured, and often ſince that time, by favours 
conferred by Sir William and Lady Milner, who. 


were that year the Lord Mayor and Lady 


Mayoreſs of York. Their generolity T have. 


often experienced, and hope a ſhort. expreſ- 


ſion of gratitude will. not be judged impertinent 
to them, or ſarcaſtically called fulſome by the rea- 


der: I could without flattery expatiate much on 
their kindneſs, but will content myſelf with aye 
ing a very little, and thinking a great deal. 


The latter end of the York ſealon 1787 I EY 


a trip to Old Norwich city, which 1 longed much 


to viſit, as J had not been there from the time I 
have given an account of my treating them with 
Tea in 1965, (as mentioned. in my Memoirs). 
which was well remembered; and the liſping 
babies of 1765 could relate all the particulars in 


178 molt perfectly, as they had been well in- 
formed by their daddies and mammies, how ill 
Wilkinſon had treated them when they went to 


his benefit, expecting N N 8 tea— 


but i it was all a Lum. 


— 


— 
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Mr. Barrett was at chat time manager of the 55 
N orwich Theatre. I acted, Saturday, April 1th, 


Zanga; Ironſides and Cadwallader on the 16th ;, 


Old Norval and Major Sturgeon. on the 18th; 


Don Manuel and Cadwallader a ſecond time, on 
the 19th, and finiſhed with Shylock and all Mr. 


Foote's characters in * The N on Satur i 


day, April 1 . 
After being favoured Ss a very 1 au- 8 
dience in that city, and honoured. with repeated : 
plaudits on my farewel,. with, a full pardon 108 - 
not quenching their thirſts with Tea in 176: 55 : 
the curtain dropped with mutual pleaſure and 
content. It was a bad week for an excurſion to 
Norwich, as it was the time prior to the benefit ; 
nights ; the Monday following, April 23, TOR 


the night appointed for Mr. Barrett. 


' I wandered from Norwich to Lynn, and was i 
to play a week there, for a clear benefit. The 
company chere Was under the direQion of a Mr. 15 


Scrag ge =: 


During the 1 2H part _ my 3 8 
and all the week at Lynn, I was much afflicted 
with a ſtrained foot; the pain was excruciating; 
and to hobble over the Market- place at Lynn; 


to the Theatre, was an encounter of great diffi- _ 


culty. I was very lame on the ſtage, but the 
boards being ſmooth, and getting warm -with . - 
action, J got through tolerably well, till much 
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5 e and then it grew painful to a Alegre. 
How I got the hurt I never could; recollect, as 1 
did not perceive it till rifing one morning at: Nor- 
wich from my bed, when with difficulty I got 


down ftairs. I tried Steers's Opodeldoc, but 


5 : cold ſpring water at laſt 1 W N was of the: N 


moſt ſervice. 
At Lynn, I acted Salk Sad Major 5 


geon ; King Lear; Lord Ogleby; and Cadwalla- 


der; and ended with Captain Iranſides, the 
Epilogue and the characters in Mr. Foote's 
<« Minor.” ' Mr. and Mrs. King (whom I have 
before mentioned, 1 the latter of whom was once 
the great favourite heroine of the York Thea- 
tre) paid me great civilities and attention: 


They keep the only boarding-ſchool of 'conſe- 


_ quence. at Lynn, and were in general greatly 


85 reſpected. I. am led to mention this from a 


principle of gratitude; for when we parted as 


manager and performers, we did not (as is too of- 
ten the caſe in theatres) ſeparate on the moſt cordial 


terms; but they at Lynn evinced that their un- 


derſtandings were ſuperior to little piques and re- 


piques. IL have often judged myſelf wanting of 
good manners, in never from that time to this 


having wrote a letter, acknowledging my ſenſe of 


their civilities, and hope this mode will plead my 


excuſe, and obtain Pardon Tam . RIOT my re- 


miſsneſs. 5 


— 
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5 My laſt night at Lynn was on the 5th of May, 
8 17875 and as I wanted to depart and wander 
back again to Tork, I ſettled the houſe accounts 
on the Sunday, when, to my ſurpriſe, the mana- 
er {who did not chooſe to appear). ſent a Mr. 
Whitman with. the receipt, deducting, AI. for ex- 
pences, which ſhews the neceſſity of black and _ 
. white in all agreements, to prevent diſputes — 
The. manager was called on to explain: He urged 
that the actors not having their ſhares, was hav- 
ing a clear benefit. I aſſured him the contrary, 
not-only from the number of clear benefits I had 


ave occaſionally given, but the great numbers I had 
Ne in my life received in almoſt every theatre in the 


three kingdoms; the one the week preceding at 
— MU Norwich, made me a competent judge; and if Mr. 
e- Scraggs doubted my veracity, he might ſend a 
man and horſe· to Mr. Barrett, and aſk him if any 
charges could be or had been annexed to my clear 
_ | benefit at Norwich forme few days previous. At 
laſt, with grumbling, heſitation, and great unwil- 
lingneſs, the money ſo detained was returned, 

. and though not given with alt the heart, I took 
it with kindly acceptance, having given it up as. 
x of laſt, well knowing, i in money matters, delays are 


his i ſuſpicious as well as dangerous. Yet, odd as it 
e of may be, I remember that in the year 1777* the 
my | fame unaccountable diſhoneſt action was not. only. 


. e Seo Vol. 11, page 13. 
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| ances but- put in b for Mes. Gadbes 

would eafily comprehend whether ſhe Was to 5 
have half the receipt, or third of the receipt, or 

to receive the ſum total, which has ever "pad 
termed a clear benefit. Conſequently the 'unex-. 
pected and unjuſt charge of - 21. would as much 
| amaze as a demand'of 4ol. when it is agreed on 
by tlie parties to take the clear receipt of the 
night; though (like Mr. Scraggs) at York, they 
charged the l. on my benefit, 1777, yet the then, 
proprietors ſaid'I had half the receipt. ; 


On my return from Lynn to York, Mr. Faw. 


cett was recommended” to me by the favour of 
Mr. Cumberland, author of '* The Weſt Indian, 
Kc. and on Thurſday, May 24, 178% made his; 
firſt appearance at York in tlie character of 
Douglas, in which T judged him promiſing, but: 


his manner ſeemed rather mouthing, and did not 


_ anſwer my expectations, for he came entirely as 
the young hero, and the melting lover; and I had 
placed all my hopes in the much wanted youth, 
at preſent, for every ſtage... Indeed the art of 
making love, ſo as to tickle up the ladies, is not 
come-atable, and Mr. Fawcett's parts 85 rather 
doubted; for ſince Barry, the tragedy-lover is 


unknown, unleſs: when Mr, e and Mr. 


Palmer appear. 1 
I cloſed the Vork Theatre, on S May: : 

255 where Mr. Cooke, Mr. and Mrs. Kayne, Mr. 
| Knight, Mr. h Mr, Mos; Mits Os 


22 


Miſs Eccles, and Mrs. Warrel lefacen 8k; 
Mr. Pamrboth (my new Douglas). Romeo to ſtudy 
for Leeds Theatre, the which I opened with che 
ſtrong affiſtance of Mrs. Jordan, on Monday the 
27th of May (who was. on a journey once more 
to Canny Edinburgh). That lady acted Roſalind 
and Roxalana; Hypolita and Miſs Lucy; Viola 
and Miſs Hoyden: The receipts were very eo 
His Grace the Duke; of Norfolk e 5 
did not make her profits lefs at her benefit, and 
ſoon after her departure I had a treaſure, re- 
commended by Mrs. Jordan, which precious . 
of goods was Miſs Barnes, from Drury- Lane 
Theatre, whoſe merit Mrs. Jordan ſaid, was not: 


ſufficiently conſidered in London, and that I 


ſhould find her a diamond of the firſt water .— 
This was a joke to Mrs. Jordan, but not Jo. 1 

me; for Miſs Barnes and her mamma entertained 
ſuch a violent opinion of ſuperabundant merit, 

that I am certain they Judged me cruel when 1 
wiſhed their quick departure The mamma in par- 
ticular did not doubt but that the London vun 
lady would aſtoniſh the eyes and ears in the county 
of York. Juliet was the part appointed for 


Miſs Barnes, Romeo for my tragedy ſtar, Mr. 


Fawcett z and Monday, June 18, 1987, was- the 
day of trial: To cut the matter ſhort, Mr. Faw- 
cett's Romeo was very indifferent indeed, far 


inferior to his Douglas, but the London lady's- - T 
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that ſhe never appeared with-me-again. She is 


a very worthy young: woman, and is, I am told, 


married to advantage, and maintains a good cha- 


racter; a ſituation much more enviable than 
acting Juliets, &c. without approbation, or gain. 


_ Miſs Farren came that ſeaſon, by Mr. Colman's 


_ permiſſion, and acted Lady Paragon, for her 
ſiſter Margaret's benefit, ' on Friday, July 2, 


1787. It would be abſurd to have it ſuppoſed 
that charming actreſs did not attract an ele- 


gant audience: She was engaged to perform the 
week following at York, and liked her reception 


at Leeds ſo well, that ſhe was induced to act 


_ three nights at that place; after her York en- 
gagement was fulfilled, which.could not be done 


without her furlough from Mr Colman being 
lengthened, which requeſt was. no ſooner made 
Ss it was WR by the * ma ' a- 


ger. Th 2 1 . 
The Yark afiacoveck. Miſe "tn 8 25 14 


Banne, attended with every reſpect, admiration, 


and attention ſhe could poſfibly expect, or her 
ie merit deſerve; and by her amiable man- 


ners and true worth, ſhe obtained and rixetted ; 


- tht affections and eſteem of ſuch reſpectable per- 


ſonages at that time in York, as will prove laſt- 
ing to her praiſez as ſuch true merit, with the 


i intrinſic mo e to at, refle&s e. 
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were Lady Paragon; Lady Townly, with Maria 


in *'The Citizen; Mrs. Oakley, with the Widow 


Belmour z Charlotte in The Hypocrite,” with | 


Miſs Tittup; and Lady n, 955 Emmeline 
in NE. King Arthur.“ 5 


At Leeds, on Monday, july 30, Miſs Faiton | 
acted three nights—Lady Townly, with Maria; 
Mrs. Sullen, and the Widow: Belmour; and 
Violante in, The Wonder, with Emmeline, . 


finiſhed her Yorkſhine expedition. All her perform- 


were three or four rows of the pit laid into the 


boxes z and, as I have. before obſerved, no audi- 
ence in a genteel line in my circuit can make. a 
more elegant neee, when in the ny 


than that of Leeds. 
From Leeds Miſs Farren returned to her duty 
with Mr. Colman, who had kindly granted her 


that permiſſion, | and I dare anſwer was pleaſed 
at any opportunity that afforded my Miſs Farren 


pleaſure, profit, univerſal applauſe, and reſpect; 3 


and whenever ſhe reviſits York, I am well aſ- 


laben many will Ew" (like m_ . to ſee her, 


on thoſe who, in ſuperior life, ſo e diſtin- 
guiſh and make the intercourſe equally. agree- 

able, improving, and praiſe-worthy—As Shake- 
ſpeare ſays, © Tt bleſſes him that gives, and him 
that takes“ 8 
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and make it every way worthy: her trip, as ſhe 


will be certain of reſpect and eſteem. What a. 


8 pleaſure would it be to tire the reader and myſelf: 
with ſuch good accounts of performers; forthen. 
who need blush to be an actor or actreſs; the 
| age would truly be the ſeat of i improvement and 
good manners; but I muſt cloſe the ſubjeQ; 
and hope for general i improvement, and that ano 
ther- age will, for the credit and honour. of the 
ſtage,” from the , preſent examples, prove what 
may be generally done. I do not mean all per- 
feQ, amiable, and.aſtoniſhing, becauſe from the 
higheſt. to the loweſt. degree —nay, even thoſe 
marked in any age as the beſt, whether king, 


biſhop, or beggar, all have had (that's paſt and 


gone, and thoſe who are preſent and to come) 


crrors, and even vices in a ſmaller or greater de 


gree: It is the unavoidable lot of our corrupted 
Rate, and without affectation or hypocriſy, I will. 
eloſe the ſubje& with ſaying, © Lord have mercy» 


& upon us miſerable ſinners, and actors all on 


« Nature's wide and extenſive ſtage. „„ 
Here T muſt be ſo intruſive as to introduce my 
fon Jonx to the reader's protection, as well as. 


to that of the reſpeCtable public. His firſt per- 
formance as a young boy, was at Leeds, on Wed- 


neſday, July 18, 1787, but to a bad houſe : So that 


I may date his firſt entree to an audience, as an 


5 8 was on TR, oe * in Charles i in 


R 
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The Nonjuror . 


In the character of . 3 Lied * 15 
ward my eldeſt- hope to the foſtering care of the 


world at large. To ſay a lad of eighteen, ſo intro- 


duced, was favourably received, is almoſt need- 
leſs. It was more his ſtrong inclination that led 
me to give way to his bent for the ſtage, than 
my wiſh. or approbation; for long experience had 


and has convinced me of the many diſagree- 


ables, and the perpetual dangers of rocks, ſhoals, 
ſtorms, and tempeſts, in which every theatrical 
bark is continually endangered. I would there- 
fore have wiſhed him to have ſteered. another 
courſe, more likely to attain the harbour of con- 
tent, and not have had him venture on the 
hazardous ſea of a theatre, where once embarked, £ 
the ſhip cannot be ſtopped, but muſt ride out the 
ſtorm or periſh. “Strait is the path, and nar- 


row is the way”. to reach theatrical fame; - the 


which obtained in a tolerable. degree, the per- 


former who thinks himſelf - to-day in poſſeſſion 


of the hearts of the audience, will find to- 
morrow, on the * diſſention of a doit,” friends all 
gone, and like a favourite. miniſter of yeſterday, _ 
who. was enjoying a pleaſing proſpect of. felicity, 


** 


64 The Hypocrite,” toa brilliant 1 at the 
York Theatre, occaſioned by Miſs Farren's per- 

forming the highly-finiſed- character of Char- 
lotte, very little altered from that of Maria in 
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5 may” probably on the morrow, or ew, 
find all barren, and not a tree to ſhelter him from 


ſhewn us in every age, changes variable and 


diſtreſsful in every ſtate of life. My mind is at 


this moment heavy with the fall I have ſeen of 


others, and without being impertinent as a poli- 
tician, with which my judgment and opinion has 
no bulineſs to dabble, yet ſurely the hard fate 
and precipitate fall of the unfortunate King and 


Queen of France and family, muſt ſtrike the riſe 
and fall of mortals, with a mixture of aſtoniſh- 


ment, feeling, and horror; all the which Provi- 
dence has permitted, and for reaſons: far beyond 


_ wiſer heads than mine to judge, and in vain, 


at preſent, for the moſt. accurate to deeide on. 


| However theſe ſudden changes occurring during 
my humble lot of life, has occaſioned my having 
viewed, and now reviewing them with horror; 


but whether they be inflicted from the hand of the 


Almighty, or as a ſcourge from men's own wicked- 


neſs, I cannot tell; they are indeed wonders that 


no age ever yet ſaw paralleled, and I pray to God 


no other generation ever: may. But to deſcend 
to the common orders of human life, ſurely none, 


no none, can equal the viſionary happineſs of the 


play-houfe, or be liable to ſo many ills as the ſtage. 


Were I to begin life now, and rebuild my ſhatter- 
. ed. . . avoid the traps, the _ 
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0 Wthe enchänted PRONE b tn 
of the theatre. But as my ſon is now immerſed 
in the theatrical-/ea of. troubles, though not an 
expert ſwimmer, yet he muſt ſtruggle for life, | 
_ and competency. as well as he can. 
of It is difficult :to treat of a ſon's abilities, 1 

li- out running into the fulſome error of partiality, 
has or aſſüming tlie Roman Cenſor; I will therefore 
ate briefly ſay this to the reader and the public, that 
nd he is a good and a dutiful ſon, ſtrictly honeſt and 

honourable; ſo as to bear any ſcrutiny ; is an ex- 
ih- WF cellent œconomiſt, and ſteady and fetired in his 
mode of life, even to a fault: He is too diffident 
nd for the ſtage, though warmly attached to it in 
m, his heart; a little encouragement makes him 
Mn. happy in the extreme, and the leaſt mark of con- 
ng tempt or diſapprobation ſinks him to a degree of 
ng miſery. A mind ſo tender and ſoon touched, is 
T5 not formed to eneounter any audience that is 

he not well inclined to the hand of pity and heart- 
d- melting charity. He has had a genteel educa- 
vt tion, is proficient a little in muſic, and has a good 
ear to help his portion of judgment. One bold 
| aſſertion I can make in his favour, he never ſpoils 
5 the ſenſe of his author, which is not ſufficiently 
credited or known from want of attention in the 
* critic. . His powers are weak, and can only be- 
2 come nervous and powerful by the ſmiles and 
de encouraging hands of the audience. I ther 
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c world. to come. 


5 Auguſt 4, at Leeds, 187, and wiſhing her a good 

journey to the metropolis, and thanking her for 
her good ſervices, her bewitching company, and 

_ her+ agreeable every thing, will imagine ſhe is The 


the Frankly, cc. in genteel comedy, and though Hef 
very tolerable, he was rather g/oomy than comic 
in very fine gentlemen 5: he hit off Colonel Bri- Imyt 
ton to Miſs Farren's Violante, and ſhe pro- | W 
' nounced him then a very promiſing young actor, Ie. 


lot of my aſpiring Douglas. 
where let me take Mrs. Crouch (the beautiful, 


the ſyren ſongſtreſs) by the hand, or her little 5 
fuger, or where the ræader chooſes to place hies 


4. John, walk in the ſame good path, and pray hn 
«:God to make you bleſt and proſperous, by 
&« which means you will be reer prong and 180 


Prattling of my d r N wh „Tolk ; 
W I have kept my reader and Miſs Farren in 
waiting, will therefore ſuppoſe it is Saturday, 


ſafely nen _ Houlein ere e 1 
London- e 28 Fe OWE TR Oh VI 


On my erer ene eee 


Mr. MiIIs, the Edwin, the Shuter of my com- |” 


pany, the darling Darby, &c. of the public, in a ee 
rapid decline: Fawcett had been the Darnley, N 


but I never imagined low: nn ru wo a 


I opened: Lork races, on Monday; Abe 3 20, ; 


7 W eee 22, in okay next- i0 
ur. Kelly, that much eſteemed ſinger in Lionel, | 
whoſe muſical abilities, and Mrs. Crouch's ſwect- 1 
neſs of voice, and attractive manners. are ſo be- 1 
. witchingly-known, followed, and . be Mint” ). 
. it would be childiſh i | : gu- = 
y, lars, . e 
: It 7777 leads ns 1 
ceſſary to add, that when the Engliſh nightingale . 
Mrs. Crouch, made her firſt entrance on the York + - I 

Theatre, in the r ee Roſetta, in Love 

in a Village,“ that ſhe was admired and followed. 
IWhy ladies are ſo eee attached to that e 
iq vorn out opera, I have not yet been able to a. 
count for, . | | is N Oe of wy . „„ 
opera ladies ts 35; e 
„ —— Gain chara aide ens Shade 155 e f. 
ch of the Mill, with Sylvia in e Cymon.“ Her 18 
. Gird, Clariſſa in Lionel—Lionel: by Mr. Kelly, 
* myſelf OI nates mona The 
r. Homer“ - ths a 
after A the x ak ws Roſina. „ne Au- 
guſt 2 ( The Duenna” for Mrs. Erouch's be- 
nefit (a great houſe); Don Carlos, Mr. Kelly 
Clara, Mrs. Crouch, with “ Comus.“ In t 
"a . _ and. Mrs. Crouch gave (chat 

4 - 


© ” - > < 4 
"WL IE „*** 1 gh 8 


5 


50 | 


had be mm whites then 
new-fangled whimſical duet, taken e the 
Italian .O thou wert born to pieaſe me 
Their engagement finiſhed on the Tuckiay; for 
Mr. Kelly's benefit, with the defired vepetition of 
ce Lionel and Clariſſa the duet and “ The 
Leander, . Leon . 


It would: be jnjuſtics: and cnc to 
remark, that Mrs. Crouch, all that week, la- 
boured under great diſadvantages: She was the 
whole time afflicted with a fever and a ſore 
3 throat, which Mr. Champney :{whoſe- veracity, 
judgment, and friendſhip" myſelf and every one 
him, and to whom Mrs. Siddons declares herſelf 
under the higheſt obligations) averred was not 
only very bad, but alarmingly dangerous 3 but 
| ſhe never ſuffered the audience to be diſappointed 
any one night in either play or farte; and the 
the variety of ſinging characters in operas and 
muſical farces ſhe had to undertabe every ſuc- 
ceeding evening, and all depending on her per- 
formance. She was however, well rewarded, 
not only from public 2pprobatiöh, but what was 
full equal to what ean be beſtowed, a perfect 
err nn waere eee 9 8 


95 


coi Mrs. Crouch's great exertions, 
he and Mr. Kelly acted at Leeds four nights that 
utumn. Firſt night, Wedneſday, Auguſt 29, 
aid of the Mill; Lord Aim worth and Patty; 
Irs. Crouch, Sylvia, in Cymon.“ Second 
ight- they acted Lionel and Clariſſa, (I was 
e Colonel Oldboy whenever. they acted that 
pera, in which character I was particularly well 
eren farce was! The Padlock,” where 
performed Leander and Leonora. Third 
ight, ( Leve in a Village; Young Meadows. 
md Roſetta, with „ Comus,” the duet, &c. 
ourth and laſt night, . The Duenna, Carlos, 
r. Kelly—Clara, Mrs. Crouch, with Ro- 
ina; William, Mr. Kelly; Roſina, Mrs. Crouch. 
At Wakefield Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Crouch played 
n Love in à Village, Wedneſday, Sept. 5. 
he opera of © Lionel and Clariſſa, with the duet, 
and 6c The Padlock,” Friday, the 7th. © The 
Duenna, with ( Comus,” &c. Saturday, the 8th. 
© Maid of the Mill, Thurſday, the 11th. Mac- 
cath and Polly, with The Deſerter * Henry 
nd Leuiſa, Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Crouch, Thurf- . 
day the 13th. . And after every kind behaviour and 


leave, and I hope arrived in health and ſpirits 
n, without any injury from their Tork 7 
= faigues to * themſelves with ala 


8 4 


ſervice. may eoatd forpurtneowRth Ws 2 manager, 5 
the faſeinating Kelly and Crouch took their 
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here, Mrs. Crouch, I blow you a kiſs, and ſhall 


be happy to ſee you nf and ng _ 


there, and every-where.” © ; 
1 have. omitted their laſt W which was 


ce Lionel and Clariſſa, deſired again at the earneſt 


requeſt of Lord Scarborough, at whoſe intreaty 
that lady and a ee : Salty” hw * 
Crouch) continued. ee ee 
Wet muſt” here note, chat 1 am aware the fe 
tition of where Mrs. A, or Mifs B, 8&c: are men- 


tioned ſo repeatedly as to er and dates, 
will be deemed ſuperfluous: 1 have judged the 


| fame; but when conſidered that every di/tin# 
| town might hereafter with. to know as to what 
and when particular performers of eminence 


ated, as hiſtorical it ſo far,' with ſubmiſſion, be- 


comes abſolutely neceſſary and a taſk of duty. 


In the Wakefield ſeaſon, 1 787% not any thing 


material occurred worthy of record, nor any 
change as to performers, therefore will eloſe on 


Monday, September 24, and hurry my company 


(for it was and is truly a hurry) the next day, 


September 25, and poſt to Doncaſter, and open 


with © The Bold Stroke for a Huſband,” and 


«© Roſina; Olivia in the play, and Roſina in the 


farce, by Miſs Hrrehcock, whocame in the Wake. 


field ſeaſon, from Ireland, and played there three 
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or four nights, and Was * Roſina at 88 TR” 


THE | WANDERING PATEN „ 53. 
She was grown a handſome young woman, an 
improyed actreſs, and could put her hand to any 
ching, ſuch as ladies, chambermaids, girls, fing- 5 
ing, firſt and ſecond characters, and like Mrs. 
Phillis, ©; All became her; nay, ſometimes ſhe 
ventured ; on the gentle Deſdemona and Ophelia; "i 
was attentive to her private conduct; was a ftrict 
ceconomiſt, and was well received by foreral re | : 


ſpectable families. 


Before the cloſe of e 3 1 LY: fa- 
vouxite comedian MI LS died of a decline and 
dropſy at Hull, where he had retired with the 
falſe hopes of a certain recovery by the time the 
company would arrive for the winter ſeaſon; ; 
but inſtead of a reſtorative, . Death. gare him a 
reprieve from his miſery; and now with the ad- 
dition of Mr. and Mrs. KENN BDT, Mr. Forrx- 
RAL Miſs Hrrencock, Mr. BRT TERTON, Miſs 
FARREN) Mr. Daker, Miſs SWALWELL (Who 
was married that year at Hull to Mr. Sobrn- 
GATE) a Mr. MichzL i. for old mens characters, 


| with an excellent voice in Mr. Banniſter $ line of 


ſinging, and MYSELF, with two legs in order, the 
company was, take it for all in all, very nume 
rous and good. Mr. Michell was and i is an ex- 
cellent ſcene- painter, when he takes time by the 


foreloek, — which, ee is not his Legg | 
prackies⸗ End Laps | 
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Mr. Fawcett, the winter Elo Hull, "Muck 
cloſe to comfort the widow Mills; but it was in 
pure attachment, —tho*What then Was er 
ſoon after ſoftened into 10S. 15 

Mr. Fawcett acted Peeping Tom for us Hull 
bey and ſo truly and unexpectedly well, that 
"he ſurpriſed the audience, his friends, and my- 

| ſelf. At York, on the 31ſt of Janbfiry, 1 1788, he 
acted Tinſel, in the farce of “ The E Double Dif. 
guiſe,” with ſuch ſpirit, thathe was.encored afd 
received. great applauſe. In Hort, after being 
thought but flightly of at the Abuguft meeting, - 
was an eſtabliſhed favourite 1 in three weeks after 
the York theatre opened. In the winter followin . 

5 was much pleaſed at his great indu u ry, and the A 

| dependence. LJ could place on his aſſiduity and his 
word, two great points on and off the ſtage; beſides 4 


he was ſtrict in his payments, and regular in his I 
living. Actors are much deceived who think, by ? 
7 behaving wellone week, they may, what we call it, h 
kick down the bucket, and do what they pleaſe ano- 4 
ther; they may reſt aſſured it will only laſt till a 
their ſervices are not wanted, as affronts ſome- tl 


times from neceſlity and bly milk ba {rain PE 


] at times and ſeaſons. *_ 
"T ated Cardinal Wolſey, 55 a We nent 


on Faſter-Tucſday, March 25, 1988: the Thea 
tre was remarkably crowded and brilliant. The 
Thurſday following, March 275 I Was W 
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| WE an Eton 'by Alderman Bluitt, then, 1550 
Tord Mayor of Tork, and attended his ſummons 
' at the Manſfion-houle,” arid on that fatal evening, 
5 as returning home, full of mirth, full of glee, 
I | and good. cheer, I trod on air, and that. ſo lightly, 
4 I could not keep my. feet, and by a fall, from be- 
ing the happieſt, was in an inſtant the unhappieſt 8 
of. men, —I wall not dwell. on the ſubject of my | 
broken leg, as ſo much has been ſaid about A. 
' misfortune where I was only the ſufferer; the 
leſs here remembered the better. . fincerely. 
pray my reader may never have the like diſaſter. 5 = 
+ Miſs M. Farren left me that York ſeaſon, TY. to x A 
meet Mr. i and * by. Noly Sue made f 1 
two in ene. 


. * 8 r 
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The Widow Mills. Fn Mrs. . pn : 

7 ing Mr. Fawcett's progreſs, and the improve- 
ments he made i in his parts, began to think, like 
Mrs; Cockletop, when a woman has loſt a good 
| huſband; What can ſhe do, but © Try, try, try 
get a better,” and the returned him grace for grace, 
and love for love. The widow willed it ſo; and 
there was every proſpect of what really h 8 
pened—Fawcett's ſafe. and 8 e to . : 


3 


8 5 Hand of Mutrimonmn. > 

ht, Whilſt I was colin. And a8 1. thought 8 0 

ea- feared, my death=bed; A lucky ſtar dropped for a =_ 
* Mr, Fawcett. I had ordered © The Farmer” to be _ 
1 got 9 with every care and attention for my ſon's 
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benefit, on e e April. 28. Dxeſſes, parts 
for the orcheſtra, every minutiæ was ſtrictly, at- 
- tended. to, and Mr. Fawcett T appointed: (luckily 
bo him) the Jemmy Jumps. I may ſay luckily, 
for it was the foundation of his late good for- 
tune, and 10 hope laſting reputation, with fame 
and profit, i in London. The piece had uncommon 
- ſucceſs, and he being the original at York, and 
truly well in the part, the applauſe was Aare 
mous to the whole performance, but moſt par- 
ticularly fo to Jemmy Jumps: It increaſed each 
. repreſentation ; and. I. now think bis ſong of 
« Short legg d ladies, thick eg d ladies,” was and is 
ſung better by him than by any performer I eref 
have ſeen in the character, but I go not vouch 
the ſame for every other part of that character; : 
though I think, take it altogether, he has great 
merit, without deducting from the talents of any 
other good actor. After ſeveral repetitions of 
The Farmer,” five nights in one week, and Mr. 
- Fawcett having got the full hold of faſhion, and 
| alſo a good caſt of parts. be began to look BIG, 


and alt Bio, and 1 1 = 0 A JONKBODY, a8 

, much as to fay— „„ 
10 Now could 1 Fu: 4 my hen alady.” 1 ns 

8% with all our varieties, my. wardrobe, crown, 


* Chats; &c. all packed up, we were on Mon- 
day, * 24, e to ede 12288895 


„ 


— 


2 
** 


„ uf wixoenxe rk a. 
8 a ieh Was opened on Wedneſtay; May 26; with , 
4 « He. would be a Soldier, and The Double 
YH . Diſguiſe.” There were no deſertions from me, 
„ nor any diſmiſſions on my part. Miss Farren's 
— p departure T have juſt mentioned, and had only a = 
e Mr. Ware, from the Portſmouth Theatre, 4s 


an additional performer; he is with me at this 
time (1794) is a very uſeful actor, and a credit to 
me and my theatre, on 4nd of the ſtage. It is juſt 
to give applauſe where it is merited: Mr. Warren 5 
| ſeems, always happy and willing to do his beſt, 
and never gives me any trouble, more chan to 
- wiſh him well in return” for his ſervices. Mr. 
Oy 9 Darcy was my Valentine and my Harlequin, and a 
Was not creeping, but er with Ls keel | 


. | ; in his theatrical career... 
| On account of my broken leg, 1 Was lelt t 
7. Vork, but was ſobn able to be lifted into a chaiſe, 


wy and conveyed” to L eds,” where the accounts 


8. : of the theatre relieved, in ſome meaſure, my ſiek, 
1 weary, and painful hours: : Indeed my recovery 
je was ſo very llowz that for more than two years 
I neyer expected to have regained the ſtrength I 
now poſſeſs, or to move nearly ſo well as 1 do; for 
in characters ſuited to my time of life, as Shy- | 
lock, Cat s Cadwallader, &c. my lameneſs I be- 
. ü jeve is not perceptible on the ſtage; or on even 
8 ground; but down hill, or on rough pave- 


f ment, I cramble For it cannot * termed 
5 ; | | 


. ___— — — 
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I do not recollect any incidents or e 
| during that ſummer at Leeds, except. that,. in 
order to keep time with me, Mr. French, ! 
leader of the band, broke his. arm, and that a 
Mr. CLARK, from” Exeter (who.was nga ed to me F 
tor. that year) made his firſt appearance in the cha- 
Aer of Pierre, at that town. Mr. Clark did nat: 

by any means want eight. for the character, as he 
was more than commonly bulky, nor Was he de- 

1 ficlent by any means in underſtanding, education, N 
25 or memory; but as a proof how 4 ſtrange and * 
unexpected accident may happen on the ſoundeſt 
mind, when flurried- on the ſtages: I-cannot: help . 
inſerting. the e . Fange 1 of - 
the mind. No | 

Julia was ated at . on Jay zech, 1788, 
n the ſaid Mr. Clark. was to repreſent the 
Duke or. Governor, 1 forget which, who was to 
fit as the ſupreme judge over the unfortunate 

| Julia—his retention (which was really good). in 
an inſtant failed him, and when he. was to an- 
{wer with ſternnels, inſtead. of remembering i the 
lines of his author, he was bewildered, ſtammered, 
ſtopped, and after a long pauſe, he uttered with 
great ſolemnity, attended with . Genie od 
vehemence, in blank EE” N 


* 


en ee oh! „ 125 4 2 4 
The ator who i is not perfect i in WN 85 
= le dae, ay he deſeryes to be—luſfs'd 097 5; ” 
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"> 
1 9 "conceived; and the actors, it may be conjectured, | 
4 were not behind hand in the involuntary mirth ö 
a againſt their brother, for. they love a joke but BF 
© 4 what is really true, is, that Mr. Clark did not - 
"A know what he had uttered till too late, he was ſo 1 
t. loſt from the acęident of being imperfect. „„ 
e Mr. John, Kemble entered into an at 1 
. with me for the. I ork racę- week, and performed 9 
„ Hamlet there da. Monday Auguſt. 18th, 1788. I = 
d F. need not lay:how well, as every body of the Old - 
ton and Neu- School bear in one mind as to his ex- | | 
p | -ellence,s:. _ 
"3 & . My.Kemableratfo cle Othello, 88 Nar- 1 
* bene Richard, and finiſhed at Vork on the [i 
g, Monday following, for his own night, with the 1 
ie character of Macbeth, and read the. ſtory of © Le i 
10 Feyre. On his road t to London he took a weſtern | bi 
te _circumbendibus tour, and played chree nights . þ | 
. at Leeds.“ Mr. and Mrs. EKennion in particular Þ} 
n- much wiſhed to ſee him there, as they had been * 
be partial and friendly to him when a Leeds actor, A 
d, and they were earneſt to convince themſelves of E 
th the alteration and improvement the London air i 
nd had made on his perſon, voice, manners, and ; 4 
* Ml  faculties,z. but 1 am ſorry to obſerve (though T | 4 
- Was not. an eye -Witneſs) that his health was ap- i 
* 95 rentiy impaixed, and his. voice. much weakened [ h 
5 by MM; Waſh. that ſeemed to ;Haxeaten 8 * 1 
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A Heel; inſomuch as to take away NY pleaſure His 
acting would otherwiſe have afforded | to his 


friends and admirers. One of the nights he was 
not able to appear, which was a mortification to 


many who had come from Bradford and the neigh- 
bourhood; but what is very ſtrange, the blame, 


(on ſuch diſagreeable occaſions, which frequently 
occur, and in general are unayoidable,). refed on 


the manager, which certainly was as cruel as it 
Was unjuſt, as the auditor who attends; though 
diſappointed, has the choice either to enter the 


theatre or ſtay away, or if not informed, when the 
accident is made known, may either pay or not 


but the ſudden impulſe of unexpected chagrin, 
makes the reply at the door, thus, Why did not 


cc the manager bill the town, and let every one 


© be acquainted with the change 15 Another, 
(without knowing who is in or out of the play, 
or who elſe is ſiek or well or on the ſpot) will 


ſay, © Why was the play changed? Why was 


not the part read? This ill treatment of the 
« public muſt be reſented; the town will not 


« with patience be treated ſo inſolently; in future 


4 ſuch repeated inſults ſhall be reſented.“ 


Now let the moſt rigid cenſor truly conſider a 


. few minutes, and he will find, that to the mana- 


ger it is the moſt irkſome thing that can poſſibly 


| happen, as it not only confuſes the whole theatre, 
} and OY! ah the company, defore and 
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4 iſconcerts his friends 
| nag Ge- mea ſure the 
night 8 receipt: And a8 tos tl the fe 10 ing; it often 
happens to be impracticable to prevail on a per- 
former to read the part; 5 andi if the firſt night « of 
a new play, it muſt to a et, delirgyahe effe& | 
for any future repreſentation. Tong 

I remember an inſtance when cc The Fugitive* 


was to be. acted at Hull 1792, that ſeveral per- 


gh ſons were angry the part of Admiral Cleveland 
he - vas not read; though at the ſame time, had the 
he play-bill been inveſtigated, they would have per- . 
t; ceived all the company. were employed except 
in, Mr. Cummins and Mr. Southgate, who were 


ot both unfit for that old rough Admiral; and 


ne when A. ſimilar. accident Bad nearly happened 
er, again, Mr. Cummins aſked, 1 me if I wiſhed to Kill 5 
ay, him by. ſo cruel a requeſt, as he would be. happy : 

All to forfeit: five. guineas rather than attempt to read 5 

7as 2 part quite unkit. for him, and of which he had 
he never. read, a line, or knew what the play was 
lot about. As to notice - for the town, every body muſt 
Ire know, that illneſs, hke death, will come when 
5 it will come, and will not go away when bid, ſo 
ra that it may happen in the morning, noon, or 
a- evening; and /1 in general when colds are bad at 
bly night, or ſymptoms of gout or rheumatiſm, the 
re, pain may be great at night, yet better the next 
nd day; ſo that by indulgence at noon, the doctor 
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| may allow the patient a ch air in th 
permit the lagy Ir gentleman to venture on duty: 
conſequently, where iltnefs is not dangerous, it is 


Tei and 


natural to hope for the beſt, and wait till noon 
for the determination of the fi ck perſon, and if 


he or ſheé find the indiſpofition increaſe, Why a 
meſſenger is deſpatched to the manager of * 


utter impoſhbility of performing that night. 
Tneed not mention that theſe repeated illneſſes 
are full as frequent i in London, if not more ſo than 


any where elfe, and the plays in natural conſe- 


quence obliged to be changed; and when thoſe 


misfortunes do happen, it muſt occaſion great 


plague and anxiety, on the manager's part, to pre- 


pare a play. In London, FT believe, another 
inconvenience ariſes, it is not every leading per- 
former will come-forth and lend affiſtance on ſuch 
a ſudden call fo willingly as in the country. 
This 1 know, that the night at Feeds Mr. Kemble 
did not perform Narbonne, he was bliſtered and 


ſo ill, that at noon the attempt muſt very proba- 
bly have killed him; yet I was blamed though 


nat on the ſpot. And though Mr. Kemble, in 


that real and dangerous illneſs, played the night 
following, yet many from pique and anger would 
not come, though ſorry aſterwards for their own 
wrath, when they were convinced, on inquiry, 
how truly indifpoſed Mr. Kemble was; but peo- 


| ny when in ge and pique, will not allow them- 


1 — oY "oh. +: 

5 —_ T5 5 

a 5 ö ; 
s 


Ives time national the poor devil 705 * 
manager} and whiether the poor or. rich player is 
ill or fantaſtical, 'the public f. eldem give credit, 
too apt to en trick, duplicity, - and 5 
exe. to the very name of * 


SM 8 ®: 


ety, as if anne; 


player of manager: but it is the fate of place, 
and what we muſt go through. If it is two 
o'clock before the change can be made (or if ear- 
lier) it is impdbſffible to have regular bills printed 
and delivered over a large town, and in London 
impoſſible to be thought of, or even in the coun- 
E a8 a performer feeing by the bills of the day 


they are not wanted, makes it à little holiday, 


and may be gone à jaunt from the place of his or 
her reſidence for a day or two; which will natu- 


rally make great conf ufion when 1 8 wanted | 
and not forthcoming. * 

Mr. Kemble finiſhed at Leeds on Tueſday Sep- 
tember 23 1788, 15 acted There Os 125 


: and Narbonne: 5 - 


Leeds theatre within theſ Ne or fix years, An -- 
the latter part of the ſeaſon 1793, has been more 


regularly attended, and is not only more re- 


ſpectable, but the inhabitants ' in general do not 
look on the performers with that eye aſkance, 


that pretends not to ſee; for their prejudice is 
much worn off; and ſuch perſons whoſe be- 


haviour merits eſteem, - they now countenance 


with 1 and a e of ra and 
20: 


5 
8 
” — 2 


"1 * — 2 4 - — 
NS rs > l . — 2 = 
— — wei A ror ny, oe — — 
— — — — 7 ns 2 * 4TH LT) —— — — * FLY 2 
3 — W E — hs gd SITES I * ' - ” Ft + * — Wen 
— b : =_ 2 =) 2 D DOG - —— — — the 2 — 
E = w - — — of — — 
— < - WC ee IR 
© — 


a. — == 
— 2 - 
re 
ISL - — 


ang — 
— "5 


* NDBRING PATENTBE- 


| _—_ greeting. · The comedians/now, thank God, 
go as much to a home at Leeds, as they do to 
York, Hull, Wakefield, Doncaſter, or PontefraQ, 
which was not ſo twenty years ago, for they had 
been ſo wearied with a bad and poor ſet of per- 
formers,—(alas | what is ſo diſagreeable as po- 


_ verty?)—who not having any head-quarters, (or 
indeed any quarters at all) but Leeds, where they 


continued ſeven or eight months in the year; and 
with no comings into the pocket, and great cra- 


vings, poverty of courſe incurred debt, debt of 
courſe diſgrace. In tlie beſt theatrical town 


where players act with honour and 1 integrity, and 
are ſtrict in their payments, it is a miſtaken notion 


in the vulgar, or in the unforgiving zealot, to ex- 
claim, * What money the players carry out of the 


town !” as if ſo much received Was not returned. 
I may venture to affirm, that i in general the full 


of hat is received at the theatre, is cheerfully 
and as willingly expended on the baker, the but- | 
cher, the clothier, &c. not forgetting. the kind 


innkeepers, (who are our friends, a matter of 
moment in Mr. Bayes's opinion) and oftentimes 
+ charitable action; 3 for in that golden act the 
players are by no means deficient, either to 2 
poor player, or any. fellow-creature whoſe ſuf- 


ferings has a demand on the glorious feelings of 


humanity. Indeed we give. and ine, Aar 
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and be Spas at times, ike 0 our brethren 
mortals) our follies get the better of our reaſon, 
yet we are not ſo ſtubborn as-to-refuſe our ſenſes 
the honour of being admitted as mediators, and 
ſometimes reſtore ron to 15. proper that Over 
our weakneſſes. 

But it is time to rs Land Fu prey wag 
my reader with prating, but driye the horſes 
quickly: with Mr. Kemble to Wakefield, where 
notwithſtanding his illneſs: he performed three 
nights: Wedneſday, September 3, Othello; and 
ſorry am to ſay to a dor houſe: Thurſday, Sep- 
tember 4, Richard the Third: and on Saturday 
the 6th, Hamlet to 30l. He was greatly liked, 


but no other reaſon to be given, but that it was Tis 
the week before the races, and as Every Body 


knows that Every Body will be there in that 
week, and that Every Body muſk be there when 
all the world is to be there, and when they begin 
that they keep it up; ſo i; is and ever will be 
difficult to draw a run of full houſes at Wake- 
field out of the time of faſhionable refort, unleſs 
Mrs. Siddons, that powerful theatric engine, or 
ſomething, wonderful, or eſteemed: as mot. won- 
derful, is to be ſeen. It is the ſame at particular 
ſeaſons almoſt every where; bad weather will 
uin a night not faſhionable; but if the cap of 
faſhion, is ſet up, hundreds flock, and even then 
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| en ebe Kaboutiriy with pain: 


For though he is not a miſer, yet I belie- 
will own he does not hate money; he therefore 
haſtened his departure for London, where for- 


ſoon eſtabliſhed him in heath, but With à magic 


Sheridan and Mr: King, which occaſioned the 


eminence. Certainly it may be admitted, that in 


have treated me with a night gratis M the race 
week, but ines and ill humour prevented him: ; 


tune renewed her acquaintance, and not only 


touch raiſed him to the height of Regent on 
the throne of Drury, owing to the-: ſudden diſ- 
agreement (that September 1788) between Mr. 


latter gentleman! $ abdication; and Mr. Kemble 


has retained his poſt. of honour from that time to 


this, where lie gair s laurels tipped with gold, 
and deſerves public approbation from his know- 
ledge, ſtudy, aſſiduity, and abilities to pleaſe 
that diſcerning public, the London audience, 
or indeed the world's epitome: Vet at beſt the 
ſtate may truly be termed at times, a painful pre 


London city, there are ſweets ſufficient to drown 


all acidity,. (which is the only true phyſic for 
abuſe) as calumny and ſcandal are known to the 
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full E”) war i in London as in the ci 
blows ag freely on the palace as on he cottage. 
After Mr. Kemble's departure at Wakefield, che 
houſes at the races that ſeaſon were as ſpirited 
and well ſupported as ever, but I Doncaſter races 
always. falling near the 23d or 25th of September, 
renders my continuance impracticable, (and at 
the period I am writing this account are e unfor- 
tunately a week more early, 1794.) PF 
Mr. and Mrs. Las$sELLs, dancers, were enga- 
ged that year. Mr. Lafſels was excellent as a 
clown in Pantomime, I may ſay equal I think 
to any Jever ſaw.; was clever alſo as a Harle- 
quin; and was a ee, e ene 3 
EF anne 5 
Mr. and Mrs. Infos nen me at Dodeihelg 
they came T believe that ſeaſon from the Hay- 
market theatre. The public are well acquainted 
in general with Mr. and Mrs. Iliff, therefore Ineed 
not ſay more, than that her voice is powerful and 
melodious, when within bounds; but Mrs. Bil- 
lington's ſongs have ſpoiled many a finger out of 
London, by wiſhing to do the fame as to exe- 
cution it is-a laudable, but a dangerous WOE: 8 
tion. The Banti does not run into exceſs. 
Mr. Fawcett Was, as before obſerved, ity. 


increaſing his. reputation in every Fart of hes 5 
eircuit. | 8 | 
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or wonderful attraction that year's. but if my 


reader is acquainted with that town, Tam ſure | 


the lady or gentleman will allow a good houſe 


there would be pleaſant to live in, all ſtrangers 
remark it, and by ſuch it is daily viewed, as it is 
on the great Northjoad, drome Londen: and. 
Scotland. 


We ae atH all Monday, Manembing, ad 


my lameneſs continuing very bad, and being 


. of confinement, in the courſe. of that 


ſeaſon, I thought I could divert. my melancholy 

and {ſpleen were I to attempt a-ſketch at my Me- 

. moirs : And though Ido not think -meanneſs one 
of my bad qualities, yet, on reflecting, I judged | 


that my non- ability as A writer would not in all 


g probability pay me, or my printer in Wilkinſon' 8 
name; for that name when announced as an au- 


thor, I doubt not, made all who knew me tremble 
or laugh; the one large party would ſtare with 


contempt, and my real good wiſhers would ſhrug, 


and wiſh me not to expoſe myſelf. It was how- 
ever the knowing how little could be expected 


that gave me courage to go on, laugh, and divert 
| myſelf, which it in reality? did; for I purſued it 
with ſuch avidity, that many .capital blunders 
were printed for months before I diſcovered the 


egregious errors; not one more ſo than in page 525 


vol. I. where I mention December, &c. By 


e en, N „ difalter 


4 
{0 


Commis -6f his ee! Highneſs Viorzzcs 
Prince of Wares 1 in 1753,” who, my readers will 
died in March 175. To prove the error 


2 


recollect, 
I beg leave here.to print the. play-bill. of the day. 
It was uſual for Prince Frederick to command 
plays, alſo his preſent Majeſty. when, Prince of 
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THE ATREROYAL in e, | 

© This . being the 3oth of 3 I 7 53, wil 
be preſented a Tragedy, < 


ES, Siege of Damaſcus 


The Part of Phocyas to be performed - 


By Mr. B A RR Y. 


 Eumenes: by: Mr. RYAN. 


3 by Mr. ANDERSON, | Artamonm by Mr. enn T 
Herpis by Mr. Ba ANSRV. Sergius by Mr. e 


. Mr. SPARKS. 
„5 - Abudah. by Mr. RID OUT. 
| | 5 And the Part of Eudocia to be perfor Fg 
C OIBBER. 
. Woiͤith ſeveral NEW DANCES, vis. 
II. PASTORE, | 
2 95 Ae 
1 NM ORL A 0. 
or Signor MARENEST, 


ITO ORD 
f | Signora BUGIANI.. | 
To which (BY COMMAND) will be arenen Dramatic Entertainment of DANCIN 


Apollo and Daphne; l 
Or, The Burgo-Maſter Trick dd 


* Boxes, $5,—Pit, 2 Gal. e Gal. 18. 
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THE WANDERING- PATENTES. 100 . 
I. wit not, take up the reader's time here with 
Mg my: blunders, I can only ſay it is 
well thaw are no worſe. Iam much honoured by 
the lenity with which that jumble of a life. was 
treated, and for the profit I obtained by the 
bounty of ſeveral. of my fubſcribers: T he. chro- 
nology, however, as to dates, the reader may 
depend on; in the- former as well as the preſent 
work. There is a miſtake as to my. making the 
play of Theè Chapter of Accidents,” ſome triſſes 
ercepted, and: © The Receſs” to have been writ- 
een by the Miſs: Lee of Bath, as the two Miss | 
 Wces'.had 4 hand I believe. in both, or: ſeparately⸗ 
but not both. wrote by ong. The ſong mentioned 
to © The Fair Quaker of Deal, . when. it was re- 
vired at Drury-Lane 4755, is wrong“; and Mr. 
Vernon did not marry Miſs M'Cartney; for, on 
inquiry, that lady died, and Mr. Vernon married 
another lady, who, I am informed, is ſtill living. 
But as theſe are the moſt: material things to be 
contradicted, I. think in ſuch: a various account 
the -miſtakes are very few z nor had thoſe hap- 
pened, but that in fact they were rather trif- 
ling to the public. The errors. of the preſs in 
many inſtances were occaſioned. in part by my 
own blundering; for being a novice at letters, 
and reading quick without conſideration, I never 
all ſome weeks after the publication had them 
noted to me on a ſuperficial view. The Egre- 


* The  fong was wrote by Mr. Mozzzn. 
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this hour; ſo I did not loſe anytime in the in. 
quiry, — nor could I, if I would, have rectißed the 


attend to my life now, and recollect that the res 
der and I am at Hull theatre 1788.9. Myin 1 
that year, as manager, were very thinly attended 


T benefits, which is not ſound reaſoning; for if the 


public the next and the next night, therefore he 

"exerts all from motives of policy, gratitude, and 
intereſt; and if thoſe ingredients do not _ 
him do his beſt, Edo not know: what will. 


I will return thanks for the feaſon there, on the 


and 1 then had not the leaſt apprehenſions 0 
OT: him. "My" lameneſs aun e 3. ans 


8 
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gious blunder as to his Royal Highneſs Frederick e n 
Prince of Wales, was found out a ya 7" by {W:ciſe 
my own: wonderful ſagacity: for I have never 
heard it mentioned from the- firſt publication t 


blunder,” for the die was thrown. 
But inſtead of talking of my life then,” t me 


Ty 


The public have not ſuch a good opinion'in the 
country of the manager's nights, as of the actor 


performer ſhuffles off that night, his buſineſs i; 


-finiſhed for that year, but the manager muſt en 
deavour to pleaſe to night, in order to induce the 


Not finding matter for converſation at ul 


29th of January 1789, on which night we cloſed uttin 
We went on at a lazy pace at York, neither ane ri 
-particular new pieces nor performers. 5 5 ag 


Mr. Fawcett was quite eſtabliſhed at "that time; 
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rom ſitting, up conſtantly till two. or. x three in : 


* 


rice morning, and never getting any air or ex- 
r by reiſe, made my health very indifferent; but when a 
ever any purſuit, however inſignificant, my impa- 


n to hence never permits me to reſt till it is over, if 
in my own power to get finiſhed, As the mind 
in general, T believe, alert and in ſome purſuit. . 
ther wiſe or fooliſh, we. therefore graſp at the 
eſent time, without paying proper attention to 
e future, and indeed run as it were through 
c poſt-haſte.: for Though Lam not in a hurry to 

je, yet it often occurs to A ſtrange, that 
ifling eireumſtances ſhould take up not only my . 
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tor oughts, but even to wiſhing, 1 want ſuch a 
th uarter- of the year becauſe it will be. Winter . 
ja en I wiſh-that winter over for a pleaſant ſprings 


en I want ſummer for fine long days; I perceive 
y long days hot and diſagreeable, then.I with ** 1 
r autumn, as it. will neither be too. hot nor too he * 
od; then for winter, becauſe candles and the * „ We” 
ayhouſe are ſo. comfortable; and when faſt 
deked in the arms of my favorite winter, I ex- _— 
laim it is too ſevere for my conftitution—O 1. SY | ii i 
at I could fleep a few. Weeks and. not feel the _ 
utting froſt, rain, wind, and meg : c Andſo. =. 
e ripe and ripe, and rot and rot? And though „ 
fact, we are cowards, as fearing death, yet 5 
ow moſt I grin at ſecing ſo many fools, as with | 
general ruſb,. poſting FAD P into 
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ie Fe of horror Which they wiſh to avoid; ba 
1 fear 1 am not ſingular, if J am like ſuch pup- 
pets, as many men are of elder growth; and 

I doubt whether death will like us the better for 

our follies, as it is not. inclination but ſtupidity 
hlurries us into that den of ſleep: To verify this idea 
© IP part, it is no more weak than it is true, that 
I am at this hour employing my whole thoughts 
in en lining what a terrible thing it would be if 
death were to deprive me the gratification of 

' ſeeing a play at, the New Drury-Lane Theatre. 
No argument in Rur of my wit, whatever it 
may be of my folly: For to aſſert it as an un- 
a doubted faQ, it ſurely. proves me in my ſecond 
Sf childhood though but in my 5 5th year; which 
makes, I fear, old Father "ime behold me rather 
contemptuouſiy: Therefore, turning my head, 
as not being quite inſenſible of my folly, I wil 
1 | „ flide as quickly as poſſible into the bullies of 
'u «9% the Work fiage, 17 9999w. 


On Thurſday, April 16, Miſs Cromer "oY 10 
Roſetta and thes Romp; the 18th, Diana in 5 5 

« Lionel,” with Roſina; the 21ſt, Polly in ( The ngag 
Beggar's Opera,” with the Rompz the 22d, Clan: ener 

in ve The Duenna,” and: Wowſki, f In © Inkle and $I hc 

4 TFarieo, for her own benefit. trac 
OY Miſs George was well received, and Wk ad- WS 
"att; and yet ſome miſtake, indiſpoſition, OL Sir, 


+ crofsaccident. thwarted and changed almoſt every 


11 N 


Ut vight' 8 oy and farce : Not wit ſtanding; Leun 
yer, her nights were eee and. the FO 


What a pity but man could tell hay grain 
ould grow, and eſpecially in a theatrical granary. 


ured applauſe ant thanks from Tork in general, 
hen I boaſted fuch# ucceſſion and riſe of merit 
5 to announce and produce my werthy and truly 
ſteemed Mr. King. His Lord Ogleby had been 
Irmly fixed for many years, as a highly finiſnled 
iece of acting, and he Was the directing manager 
f Drury-Lane: for feveral' ſeaſons, with ery 


ueſted"the- next day never to appear on the Tork 
ge again; and notwithſtanding his reception 
vas ſuch as might have been inſured and expected, 
vhere his tue merit, name, and fame, were ſo 
ſtabliſhed, yet he obſerved to me, that he was 
erfectly convinced I could not: Nord to pay my 


eneroſity and feeling of this conſiderate propoſal, 
8 Thoped the force of his excellence would py” 
tract; and how could I in future expect per- 


15 rmers to come, if 1 Was to whimper, and ery, 
5 Sir, or Madam, the houſes are bad, I cannot 
e ey what 1 promiſed.” I faid that 1 wiſhed! he 


vith a very crowded hHeunfe ?: Po 


Un Tueſday,” May the 5th, +: judged-I1 had ſe- 


mark of public and private recommendation. — | 
e acted, on his firſt appearance, Lord Ogleby, to 3 "Tv 
houſe thathurt his feelings ſo much, that he re- # © 


"= . 


ngagements With him. 1 did not- yield to the 5 
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ord Ogleby, to it Mr. 


had aQeda'f a tal 


King ſaid, ee Good God 1 could Mr. Wilkinſon ; 

4 furmiſe that his firſt eſtabliſhed character, and | * 

1 e. the rank he had ſuſtained for thirty years at 7 
| cc Drury-Lane Theatre, the crowds that had fol - : 
| « lowed him that very ſeaſon at Dublin, Glaſgow, WM 
| L and Edinburgh, that Lord Ogleby could not at. - 
de tract, with his name and nebelty, a crowded 0 
heute, hie Grit night of appearance f, , How Il , 

ever, he ſaid, diſagreeable as it was to him, never ru 
blaving before experienced ſuch diſgrace, he te 

would on my account go through his engage- Sc 
mauent. He ated Marplot the ſecond night, with 10 
Sir John Trotley; the third night, Sir Peter 

t eszle and Cadwallader; the fourth, for his 7 7 

8 . benefit, which was not crowded, the Cop. 15 

2 Captain, Shakeſpeare's Seven Ages, and Puff vie 


1 on the Thurſday following, Touch- Re 
ſtone, and Puff repeated. That gentleman ſaid I 


he was perfectly convinced of my endeavours at! 
WY pleaſe and act juſtly, and Was much hurt MW we 
at not having filled my pockets. His chief her 
motive in coming to Lork, was to * me, his her 
friend and acquaintance—He had left Scotland ſhe 
purpoſely, as he was obliged to return, but rather to | 
than fail, he would, on the. ſame prices as Mrs. ſhe 
Siddons, (not otherwiſe) take a journey purpoſely WM goo, 
to dy at his own N ond 2% in play and tion 

4 7 


in The Critic,” and preſented me with his Gr 
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1 ried two nights of the week at Leeds, aſs Mrs. 

5 Siddons's departure, which he hoped would re- 
1d imburſe and ſerve me. He undertook it for his 8 
at own pleaſure, and if it anſwered equal to my 
l- deſire and his intentions, he ſhould think himſelf 
af well rewarded, and be very happy, without wiſh- 
at ing more gratification. However, I paid Mr. 
ed King, and I am cx in he would not undergo ſuch 
. another mortifying engagement for treble the 
er fum. I felt for him and myſelf; but as his win 
he ter had been · ſo anaply provided for in Ireland and 
Scotland, his Tum total * er i TOE rea- 
ith i ſonable aifpoſition. 
Fer On Saturday, May 23, 1789, once again came 
his Wi the radiant Siddonian queen, that never-failing” * 
op- magnet, when ſhe acted Iſabella; on Monday, Bei! 
videra; Tueſday, Jane Shore; Wedneſday, the 
Crsctan Daughter; Thurſday, Dianora i in t Ne So 
Regent; 5 and on che Saturday, Maty Mary Queen of 
Scots, with, *Britatiniz* s 0 
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de, as ſorken by her 
at Brookes ih London, in thedpring. The prices 
were only as uſual in the Tork public weeks. On 
her ſecond viſity ſuch outfageousddoings to ſse 
her as in 17865 were not to be expected: But 
ſhe performed to ſuch theatres as will make York 
to be ever gratefully remembered by her; and 
ſhe may always there be ſure of attention and 
good reception. It fully anſwered” her expecta- 
tions. The rape of the ſix W „ 
Volume Il. „ „„ 
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2M very good round ſum for. a theatre out of . 
don. A few ſuch weeks to myſelf "in 'Hull-and 
' York ſeaſons, would alter my fortune to great 
advantage, and make me feel very different within 
and without; yet experience and -philoſophy's 
ſweet milk ſhould teach the mind its own con- 
tentment, which neither riches nor any other 

thing can beſtow: For being often haraſſed 

and meeting diſappointments, makes men truly 
feel the balm of kindneſs and friendſhip, which 
other wiſe are thrown like lumber, regardleſs by 
and without diſappointments now and then, we 
never know their worth or our own fortitude; 
and when favours are conferred as tributes from 
true eſteem, they ſhould cement Ailing, reſped 


and love. pen 
| Leeds Theatre, 1 on „ OY ag 4 5 U 
1789, with Jane Shore, —Jane Shore, by Mrs. = 
Siddons. In the courſe of the fortnight, Mrs. 
Siddons acted at Leeds on the Wedneſday, the = 
Friday, the Monday, and the Wedneſday follow- di 
ing the 1ſt of June, Queen Mary, Caliſta, Dia- fon 
nora, Lady Macbeth, Ode on his Majeſty's Re- NES 
covery, with the character of Catherine. The yy, 
receipts thoſe five nights were 3621. 118. 6d. a 
Mrs. Siddons acted Jane Shore, at Wakefield, 1 
on Friday the 5th. Sir John Silveſter Smyth was 12 
at the play, and in apparent health and ſpirits, 15 
but found dead 1 in. his bed early 1 in. the e bal 
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- WW On Saturday Mrs. Siddons acted Iſabella.—In the 


d two nights were received 1331. 6s. Total of Leeds 
at and Wakefield, 4951. 178. Gd. My profits. at 
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in Wakefield, were only 3ol. 128. —Such is the in- 1 
s WW conceivable and inevitable expence incurred as a 1 ; 
” certain drawback on profit, in moving even a fow i 
we of the company the ſhort diſtance only of nine #4 
ed miles: And without the conſideration of allow- 3 : 
uy ance to the performers, it could not be-ſuppoſed Bi 
ch chat the company of Leeds could afford ſuch an q 1 | | 
Y 3 unexpected journey, which ſucceſsful or not to 1 
we che manager could not afford them any emolu- 1 
Je; ment, but give them to a a eee 4 6 i 
om trouble and real fatigue. # 
ect bon the Monday following, Mr. King Pe” me 1 
| 2 friendly viſit at Leeds, and played that week to 15 


aſſiſt my finances, without ADELE fee o or wy 
| reward whatever. | 
After Mr. King's departure, the inet com- 
menced. The receipts were in general very in- 
different, and that even to their favourite per- 
formers. | I feared. indeed a run of bad luck af- 
ter the double attraction 'of Mrs. Siddons and 
Mr. King; but was in hopes ſome feeling for 
favourites at leaſt would have had a little 
weight as their daily and yearly -bread depends in 
a great meaſure. upon their benefits; nay even 
that falſe reliance is à fault; as many actors 
build caſtles on lach airy TOURS, and - 
E 2 | : 
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pride and mind feel hurt when they ure ne- 
gilected. But ſurely à total neglect on à be. 
. nefit, when the actors or actreſſes are mentioned 
as held in eſtimation, is very eruel as well as im- 
5 politic; for hom can the manager be enpected to 
retain or engage performers; if they have not a 
proſpec̃t of being ſupportedt in return for the en- 


tertainment they wifh to give and make accept. 
_ ble to the public. After all, it does not ſignify; 


for perſons independent well. know they have a 


- right to pleaſe themſelves either by going or ſtay- 


ing away z and all mortals, in and out of a thea- 
tre in general, are capricious, and very fe that 
feel or are conſiderate for others while their own 

fire-fde i is TIEN ng r favou 

. Muring., 3 
July the 8th, but I had thought of it for Monday, 


July che Gch. Mrs. Jordan, in à generbus fit, 


offeret me, by letter, rs Her old manager (and a 


cripple) her ſervices; and What is more, reader, 
me offered them gat and appo 


$5 Wildair and Nell, as the parts the would perform 
_. 6n'the- pleaſing oceaſion; but fearing ſhe would 
not be in time, and the play not having been 
acted for ſeveral years, Tpoſtponed: my might till 
the Wedneſday, and Mrs. Jordan not arriving for 
. 6nerchearfaleven by two c clock on Monday noon, 


ade me "Judge I had 5 7 45 but 


ited Sir Harty | 


* * 


* 


0 my rr 


fiſted that if ſhie did not play that night, ſhe 


would not play at all, as her engagement called 
her immediately to Edinburgh at 500k; penalty. 
However, with much perſuaſion, and adding how - 
much I ſhould offend the town if ſhe did not per- 
format my benefit, and that everyone had allowed 
how genteely ſhe behaved in playing gratit for 


her manager Wilkinſon, the ſaid gratis was out 


of the queſtion, — ſor if ſhe ſtaid, it would put 
her to great inconvenience, and ſhe muſt have 
thirty guineas. But that lowered the conſequence 


of her attraction ſo much, that I was nearly giving 


up the hopes of -her performance, when the con- 


deſcendingly agreed to take twenty, and the per- 


formed as advertiſed, but not with the violent 


applauſe ſhe was then acenſtomed to; for tho? 


ladies, from cuſtom, will laugh at Farquahar and | 
Congreve in London; in the country, all ſorts of 
ladies judge Sir Harry at beſt a looſe companion, 


and his chaſtity not ſtrengthened, but much to 


5 
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| ſe, at half paſt four, I received. a 
meſſage from her; that ſhe was ready to perform 
that evening, and was furpriſed- to ſee another 
play advertiſed. Indeed any perſon would judge 
it a diſagreeable undertaking, after a poſt journey 
from London, to play the two long parts of Sir 
Harry Wildair and Nell — (particularly in her | 
tuation at that time).—When I ſaw her, ne per- 
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hck of thundering applauſe: diſpleaſed Mrs: Jor- 
dan; however, we parted excellent good friends, 
for ſhe was in a violent ſtickle to be at Edin- 
burgh, but had only proceeded the firſt ſtage on 
her northern journey, when ſhe halted at Har- 
rogate, (only 14 miles from Leeds) and en- 
gaged to play three or four nights for a certain 
ſum, which the company at the different hotels 
vere to make up in a ſubſcription-purſe for her 
trouble, and the favour. of her kindly adding to 
their theatrical entertainments, then going for- 
Ward at that place. This delay was ſeriouſly 
| hurtful, I believe, to Mr. Jackſon, manager of the 
Edinburgh Theatre, and was the groundwork, I 
_ conjecture, of the public diſagreement between 
him and that lady. I can boaſt of having it un- 
der Mrs. Jordan's owñ hand, that I am the moſt 
honourable manager, in point of bargains, ſhe 
ever experienced out of Londen. It is impoſſible to 
have ſuch a favour conferred from that lady and 
not boaſt z for vanity will have a touch in our 
compoſitions to the laſt Mr. 83 would 
have allowed the ſame. - 
- I here leave the ſpirited Mrs. oo . on . 8 
road to Edinburgh, and cloſe the Leeds ſea- 
ſon on Friday, July 31ſt, and open my little 


ttteatre at Pontefract, on Monday, Auguſt 3, 


1789, three weeks previous to York races. We 
acted there four OE each week. The neigh- 


& 
. 
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bourhood is remarkably contend, the country de- 5 
lightful, really a Montpelier in England. The 


addition of a winding river would make it a pa- 
radiſe. The inhabitants are remarkably civil, 
and earneſt to oblige. The undertaking anſwered 
for the firſt trip exceedingly well; and I believe I 
can with truth aver for myſelf. and troop, We all 


— 
cn” - 
3 35 


r 


8 yay 


e 


1 
left Pontefract with regret, owing to the civilities | 
of the town and neighbourhood, and the im- fl 
preſſion the ſweet healthful. ſituation had made. (i 
Lady Mexborough honoured my ſon. with her. - ..'- 

patronage for his benefit-night there, and behaved | x? | 
with that generoſity, ſweetneſs, and affability in- 1 
ſeparable from herſelf. True, this is needleſs to 1 ' 
mention, nor ſhould I, but that my fears make me Fi 
imagine if I did not hint a ſmall part of my i TM 


_ gratitude as a tribute due for that and re- | 
peated obligations, her ladyſhip might too juſtly RK} 
ſuſpect me inſenſible of thoſe. enchantments, 
which I truly bow to, reſpect, and admire.” It ia 
often urged at Pontefract, though the theatre 
was built declaredly for a few nights only in the * | 
ſummer, that it is a bad ſeaſon 3 for many fam _ Mi 
lies of that delightful country are gone to Scar- —_ 
borough, Buxton, &c. but fairly ſpeaking, I 5 
know not any ſeaſon when ſome perſons of 
diſtinction are not away at every place. Moſt 1 
of the principal families in the country, reſort to 
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_ reſidence for vi ißtors, there is. great fluQuation, 


In the ſummer, Leeds;—glorious neighbourhood 
for all degrees !—affords much aſſiſtance in fine 


weather, which in a ſevere ſeaſon would feel a 


great check; for even in the ſummer, ſettled 


rainy days will deftroy the buſineſs of the thea- 
tre; and likewiſe the places of divine-worſhip, are 
neglected. Liverpool and Birmingham Theatres. 
| have never flouriſhed in the winter. At Hull, 


in the ſummer, a theatre could not afford to open 


the doors, for the families do not reſide there at 


that ſeaſon of che year; and all the ſea- faring per- 
ſons (one great ſupport) are over-ſpreading the 


+ ocean, and, like induſtrious bees, toiling to pro- 
cure honey for a fupply for their t 8 comfort 
and diverſions. + | 

- os Sunday, Auizukt 22; * 8 5 
eee by land or by water) of many congre- 
gations, and arrived ſafe at Tork in high fpirits, 
to attend and pay our duty to his Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of Wales, am henobr long and 
re at the ſame 
period was fortunately honoured with the power - 

ful aſſiſtance of the irrifiſtible Miſs: Farren. 


anxiouſly withed for z and the thee 


To give an account here of the numerous ind 


reſpectable retinae and coneourſe of nobility that 


attended his. Royal Highnefs, would be ſuperffu- 


eus, as it has been particutely and often repeated 
_ (64hopublicy therefore alhadulatien riiculousand = 


JI... ĩ DPDVDdddßßd ĩ ñ̃ ß «Sa 


SAFES TRAPS: 


at large, and will be well remembered by the 


| preſent age at Tork, and be recorded with re- 
llected pleaſure in that to come. But it would 
be ungrateful in the higheſt degree did I not here 
declare, as an bm individual, how highly 1 


nefs's condeſc if ug affability, generoſity, and 


good nature: I can only be a faint echo of the 


publie voice and am certain not any ſubject of this 


realm, or even the bittereſt democrat, can fee and 
hear his Royal Highneſs, and be a witneſs of his 


unparalleled affability, mixed with his true dig- 
nity, but he or ſhe muſt, like humble me, ſub- 


miſſively and gratefully gaze with wonder and 
ſenſible gratification on his Royal Highneſs.— 

There is- = faſcination, a bewitching goodneſs 
and manner, an indeſcribable ſomething which 


muſt. attract all hearts 3- and the honour he 


| deigned.-to beſtow: on me will never be forgotten, 


but be deeply engraven on my heart while me- 


mory holds her ſeat—That God may bleſs and 


preſerve. George Prince of. Wales, in his preſent, 


and in every ſtation for a length of years, with 
happineſs, peace, glor 7 and proſperi ity, are the 5 


ſincere wiſhes and prayers of his grateful fubject, 


Tate Wilkinfon-—o true and loyal (6p 7 


III. 


_— 
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nie in me to attempt at as defcriptive, 
| which has been ſo much better given to the world 


— 


85 Tar WANDERING! Spores... 


_ Miſs Farren played that royal week; four 
nights at York, and was in high eſteem, not only 


as an elegant and beautiful woman, but as a charm- 
ing actreſs, who received not only plaudits on 


the ſtage, but applauſe more laſting by a diſcern- 


ing liſt of perſons of the firſt rank of both ſexes, 


who daily paid their reſpects at the ſhrine, not 


only of attraction but goodneſs what can be 
more properly attractive? As in Miſs Farren we 
behold not only a yirtuous, amiable, and ſenſible 
woman, but that ſplendour of private worth, 
made ſtill more valuable by her chiefeſt pleaſure 
and attention being employed in fulfilling the 
duties of a child, to render her mother's life 
truly bappy. Such is the picture of true worth, 
I feel ſomething like a tincture of envy, that 1 


cannot think myſelf the ſame, "except in one 
point, —I was certainly a good ſon, and can n-boaſ 


3 of a good and amiable mother's bleſſing. 
But as that moſt joyful week (and to me moſt 


beneficial) does not agree with ſentimental and 


_  Joſeph-like reflections, let me remark, that Miſs 
Farren acted that York race-week, 1789, Mon- 
day, Beatrice: Tueſday, eee Paragon and 
Maria in „ The Citizen?“ Wedneſday, Mr. 


Fennel from Edinburgh, acted Othello, and was 


well received: Thurſday (BY command) Miſs 
Farren ated Millamant and Maria: Saturday, 
Mr. 8 * and Miſs Varten, TR: 


* ht 
"© ws 


r 
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alſo Emmeline in © Arthur and Emmeline;” an. 
exquiſite and complete performance indeed.. On = 
the Monday following. that race-week, Miſs Far- 
ren finiſhed with appearing in the Widow Bel- 
mour, and Suſan in © 'The Follies of a Day.” 
The receipt on the night his Royal Highneſs 
commanded, excluſive of his noble generoſity, by 
the favour of Colonel St. Leger, was 1951. 10s. 

| a ſum at that time not often received at any thea / 
tre in Great Britain, out of London. 

Mr. Gnisr made his firſt appearance in my 
company at York on Thurſday in the Auguſt 
Meeting 1789, in Mirabel in“ The Way of the 
World.“ Mr. Griſt has received much fame in = 
almoſt every. provincial theatre: he is ſocial in "of qi 
every town with many of the moſt creditable in- —_— 
habitants; and is entertaining, without having = 
recourſe to ſcandal z is in general. maſter of his 14 
bottle, and the bottle. not the maſter of him: _ _ 
More than I can ſay of many I wiſh well. 

It is a very erroneous opinion for any auditor x 
to imagine the actor means to ſhorten his cha- 
racter from a notion of lazineſs or ſaving his 
lungs, for take it in general, they would rather 
give the audience too much than too little, And 
it is a well known fact, that many pieces nearly 
damned on the firſt night of repreſentation,, are. - 
reſtored to fame and life merely by. judicious. 
2 . on the firſt * IE 
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ance where the ſcene dragged or offended: and 
like a lancet when properly inciſioned, ſo the 
uſing the ſtage pruning-knife, occaſions a return 
of life, though not always laſting but only for a 
time. By the ſame rule many pieces that have 
failed as firſt pieces, are now ſta arces 
as ſecond pieces; yet the ineonſiderate part of 
the audience wilt the next day read the full firſt | 
piece, and exclaim, how the manager and actor 
murder pieces by cutting them to rags and tat- 
ters F The Highland Reel, Romp, Lyar, Midas, 
and many more, prove my aſſertion z and if the 
| Buſy Body or the Miſer are promiſed at Covent 
Garden in three acts, tlie auditor- is not to ex- 
pect the whole five crammed into three, but he 
may de ſure the ara oaks __ "Bye ga is - "gh 
remaining. 
The company took their ulual Tout from-Tork 
races to the good old town of Wakefield; at 
which place, whenever they are rouſed and in 
good humour, they can with the aſſiſtance of its 
rich'and benevolent. neighbourhood” do a. great 
deal. > | had reaſon particularly to acknowledge a 
my obligations at Wakefield this year 1789, as 
I feared Mrs. Siddons' 's ſpring-viſit and' ſacceſs 
would injure my after expectations; z, but inſtead 
af that being the caſe, (as at the other towns), I 
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Mrs. Siddons the firſt-year the ated, abſolutely 
killed the whole ſucceeding year; not any ſunſhine 


of ſucceſs in the winter or even the fpring fol- 


lowing: But at Wakefield they were determined 


to prove they did not neglect me, becauſe. I hack 
endeavoured to oblige; for it was, without” any 


particular attraction, the: beſt. race-week- I even 


knew there; for which, as in duty bound, I in- 1 8 


ſerted: my public acknowledgments in the Leeds 


newſpapers. L never was nor ever ſhall be ne- 
glectful to acknowledge, feel, and remember with 
gratitude and pleaſure every obligation eonferred, 


either in my publie or private ſituation, of life; 
but it is abſurd to thank for what is not beſtowed. 
I acted, by, deſire of the truly very generaus 


Lady: Mexborough at Wakefield Cadwallader on 


| the Friday. in the races, and finiſhed. the ſeaſon, 
Monday, September 21, with Shylock: So with. 
thanks,and.my; beſt bow to my Wakefield. friends, 


not forgetting Lady Pilkington's kindneſs. in pa- 
troniſing a: play, which. was of infinite ſervice 
the week before the races, L will cloſe Ne. 5 


field: ſeaſon and hoe to 


meeting was greatly; hurt: by. the attendanee of. 
numbers on his Royal Highneſa at the Cork races, 


where they were truly: haraſſed with: the: perpe= = 
tual round of entertainments,.'races;, plays; co 
certs, ball, ſuppers, & c.; then the ſuperb: ſpo. 


Voncaſter races, N The | 


\ 
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tacle giren by Lord Fitzwilliam, and the week 


_ following a Muſical Feſtival at Hull, where Mr. 


Cramer, Mrs. Billington, and the firſt rate per- 
- formers attended; ſo that in ſhort the families 


on the eaſt, weſt, and north of Doncaſter were. 


abſolutely drained and quite tired out with plea- 
ſure ;—and-what: is more languid and fatiguing 


when taken in extreme? However the meeting | 


was reſpectable, as the liſt. of ſubſcribers to the 


rooms fully proved; the theatre was not neglec- | 


ted, but had its ſhare, therefore I had no Tight. 


to complain. It was not ſo good as the year be- 


fore, and the year before that not equal to 1787; 
that was the beſt race week at Doncaſter I re- 


member; and I hope next and every year will be 


equal or ſuperior to any 1 have yet remembered: 
80 1 will cheer my drooping ſpirits with a bumper 


to Doncaſter races, and long may they flouriſh 


after my exit. At that remarkable æra a phæ- 


nomenon occurred, which not even the excel 
lence of Francis Moor, almanack-maker, had 


forſeen, and am certain he had not foretold: 
Mr. Darcy (or Darcy Lever) was at that time my 
Fine Gentleman,—my Tragedy Lover, —my Fop, 
my Firſt Singer, my every dependence, —and: 
Who was ſecured, as I thought, till June the your: 
following on article, but. fortunately for him, as 


it was..really- unfortunate for me, he had got 


ng in his tooth, or n in his, 
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renter ſomething e O grief 


' of griefs l he eloped and married a, young lady 


of wealth, and truly poſſeſſing every reſpeQable. 
qualification, and left me ſtripped of every play, 
farce, pantomime or opera; for he was really ſo. 
interwoven, that when his: Grace of Norfolk 
wanted to patronize. a play, I had not three I. 
could have acted, for he had in truſt what no 
actor ſhould have any where, almoſt every good 
part: and: whenever that is the caſe the manager. 
is too indulgent but not too politie; he becomes 


then in the power of the actor; that actor knows. E 
his own power, complains of too much to do, yet 


is neyer ſatisfied but craving; has more than he 
wants, yet is never contented; and his ill humour, 
his real or fictitious illneſs, or his ſudden depar- | 
ture, involves the company and. manager in real 


diſtreſs... L. never knew but. one inſtance to the 
 coritrary;.and.that was: Mrs. Fawcett ; ſhe would 


play a. part: one ſeaſon, and reſign it and play _ 
another,, Queen Elizabeth excepted, and that was 

in bargain... However I was ſo angry, and indeed 
injured, that 1: inſiſted” on the penalty of Mr. 7 
Darcy's article; it was a juſt demand, not for my 


loſs and *embarraſsment, but for the example. I 
made the penalty but fifty pounds, for if larger 


it is not every actor in the country could pay it, 
and it is not, of conſequence. ſufficient. to. be a 
bar to their of irg men 8 
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for 1 the comic. or che ſetious "NE al IG is. 
| n by the London managers as an object, 


7 fry pounds wilt not retard an engagement: Not 
that it is genteel to tempt any performer under 
article. I muſt not neglect to declare that Mr. 

” Darcy Lever paid the penalty honourably and like. 
_ = gentleman; and his conduct from that time to 
this highly deſerves the fame declaration. Mrs. 


Lever is a miſtreſs of muſic, which led her at- 


_ tention, | when at York, towards e ſpirited 


| 112 40 Under the hawthorn in i the dale,” 805 4. 
Bo She loy'd him for the dangers he had pad; * 
And he lov's her cauſe ſhe: did F em. 6: 5 ä 


For know, reader, the dear yourl' Rad been at ſea. 
After he had opened his honourable trenches, 
and mamma was confulted, Mifs M. thought his 


} 


marrying, and being on the ſtage mipht not be ſo 


\- agreeable to him or his relations{ defired him to 
quit it, and as to the penalty of article, a to 


bo gg like Portia, as thus parotiea, 


Mike. What ſumowe.you the Wülkinſan ? 88 
Lever. The penalty 3 is fiſty pounds 5 ER 
. Miß. What! no more? : — 7 
Pay him the ifty, and then treble that 8 
Before my Lever ſhall 1oſ&a hrt * N 
| By any lack of ters bs ü un 


93. 


He B his, Portia's 8 8 * and 
wiſely took his lady, like Time, by the forelock, 
knot indiſſoluble, Mrs. Lever. He has infinite 
taſte in drawing, and with that, added to their 
muſical abilities, — for his flute is without flatterx 
moſt excellent, which is equalled by her playing 


-with ſweet content: Not but T ſhould think it poſ- _ 


ble the ſameneſs of the ſcene of private life, may 
ment for mind may probably call forth his ardour 
and talents. to fome vigorous purſuit; for it is 


kfkeale es hep m a ee 


be contented with what at a more advanced time 
of life: would be ee 98 ful _—_— every 
bleſſing and with. 

That autumn Mr. Penſen 4 his Guſt: ap» 
pearance at Doncaſter, October 2, in the eharae- 
ter of Sharp in the Eying Valet; opened at Hull 
Nov. 3, #789. Mr. Penſon played bis Sharp, 
and early in the ſeafon feveral good comic cha- 
rafters, and was defervedly well received. He is 
| now a favourite, and greatly eſteemed throughout 

the whole circuit; has much univerſal merit; 
good private behaviour to eſtabliſh his public 
worth; and a ee bi ns: a ith _ 
ven ac. e 
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e TArren (ate Mrs. Robinſon) was that 
year engaged once more. We met ſo. lovingly, 
and with ſuch apparent friendſhip, that a bye-. 

ſtander would have thought it difficult to have: 

ſown the feeds of diſcord between ſuch ſincere; 
friends: and Ido aver, on the probity of a mana-- 
ger, mine was ſincere, depend upon it; but in; 
three days after our meeting, I neglected to bot 
tom her (as is the phraſe) for the Iriſh Widow, or. 

_ the Grecian Daughter, I forget which, but. do- 
not forget that ſhe refuſed to play, and broke out 

moſt violently, and run over her catalogue of, 

wrongs, ſuch as © indignity—lowering of conſe- 

quence—mean undermining arts—would have a, 

redreſs of grievances,” and a hundred exclama- 

tions, lamentations, .provocations, revenge, con- 
tempt, &c. This being accompanied with ſe- 

veral notes from the enraged lady, brought on a 

rupture no doctor could cure, and we, who were 

never to have parted, diſſolved all engagement in 

a few days. She unfortunately depended upon 

that fatal word, conſequence, thinking from the high 

eſtimation with which ſhe was received at Hull 
in the year 1785, that her fame was increaſed, 
not diminiſhed: But ſhe was wrong, for the furor 
had ceaſed; and ſhe ſhould. have known, that au- 
diences are as changeable. as actors and actreſſes, 
and that when ſhe left Hull a few ſeaſons before, 
ſhe claimed pity as well as admiration, being, 


# 


-” 


prove it. it orhermiſe.... 
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a Jed widow, overwhelmed with grief moſt 
poignant: But in the year 1789, ſhe was not the 
matron Robinſon, but the blooming bride Tay- 
jor, with a clever, ſenfible young gentleman of, 
abilities, to love and to cheriſh. her. We parted 


in a rage, not with ſuch civility as we met-I 


mean the lady 3 for I flew to my philoſophy to 


ſultain the ſhock; We have been ſince nearly. 


coming together once more, but an unlucky 
word or phraſe i in one of my none- ſuch epiſtles, 


fet us again at variance, and peace has never: 
yet been perfectly eſtabliſned. - 

I muſt here note a trifling Srcumitance, tat in 
concluſion was a matter of ſome conſequence.— 


When Mrs. Siddons appointed the new play of 


Queen Mary for her benefit at York, in May, 


1789, I ſent. Queen Elizabeth to Mrs. Fawcett, 


which ſhe accepted conditionally, that the would ; 


willingly ſubmit to a forteiture without murmur, 


than play a character that ſbe judged fo ill drawn ; 
but ſhe at the ſame time cheerfully accepted the 
part to act under Mrs. Siddons, but did not 
chooſe to be compelled to act ĩt under any inferior. 
actreſs. I. to that proviſo agreed; aſſured her | 
ſhe ſhould not perform, the, part if the play was 


again wanted. Mrs. Fawcett in conſequence 
acted the part, and I thought the matter would 
there have reſted; but Hull winter ſeaſon will 
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K Mes. fad ngaged * ſeaſon: She di 
was a handſome. figure; a fine face; fine eyes; be 
and a ſet of teeth to be admired and wiſhed for: t 
very tall; and what was more, (like Mrs. Che- e 
ſhire) there was enough for any man. I engaged ti 
| her as an uſeful actreſs,.. which ſhe could: have it 
made herſelf, as ſhe. had no objection to the pe 
| fmall-clothes parts. Mrs. Taylor, unfortunately ad 
for her benefit, and her laſt night af performing, * 
fed on Mary Queen of Scots. From the idea Bil 
the reader will form from what I have juſt ſaid di 

relative to Mrs. Rivers, it will be readily ad- P 
mitted that her figure was highly proper for e 
Queen Elizabeth :: I. fent her the part, which that * 
Iady in a very vehement manner fent back, won- PL 
dering how I dared infult her with ſuch an in- ( 
tentional affront. I perſiſted on her performance, 86 
or forfeiting her falary; and as ſhe would not re- ne 
ceive the part nor attend rehearſal,” I ſent Mrs. fo 
| Fawcett an account of the dilemma I was in, and Ml ©: 
defired her aſfiſtance; ſhe ſaid, that it was true 01 
the had requeſted not to do the part after Mrs. i ©* 
Siddons's departure, but did not mean that any N 
diſappointment ſhould happen to the audience or in 
me, if in her power at any time to obviate; and 
was happy that ſhe was ready i in the character, of 
and would play it on Tueſday,. December 29, Ml 
with the greateſt pleafure. Mrs. Fawcett's name 1 
therefore was inſerted for Queen Hizabeth in the I ® 


tain part of the audience either did not or would 
not underſtand the reaſon, or were very likely in- 
ſtigated by the charms of Rivers. However, be 


pearanee {though an eſtabliſhed favourite as zu 


was extremely hard, ungenerous, and unthink- 
ing to a lady who came forward in the time of 
diſtreſs, to promote the entErtainment of the 
publie, and to act, not read the character. She 
explained the matter, but they wauld not be con- 
| vinced ; they entortained ſeeret thoughts that the 
poor devil of a- manager meant ſome impoſition— 
(for in town or village [that is ever a ready. fug- 
geſtion) and thus the play was got through, but 
not without murmurs, for which I was truly 
ſorry. for Mrs. Faweett, as ſuch treatment was a 
bar to her ſtepping forward, or any other perſon, 
on a ſimilar occaſon; and ſo long after as De- 
cember the 29th, to January the 13th was Mrs. 
Rivers's next appearance, which was the Queen 


my being at the theatre ſo early as the beginning 


of the play, nor could I have the ſlighteſt ſur- 


miſe, that Queen Ehaabeth could be a matter of . 
diſcordi between the public and myſelf, or have 
1 Ms of nee never CT 


;ſtribution of che day; but Mew. An conne 5 
being in the bills all che preceding week, a cer- 


it as it may, when Mrs. Fawcett made her ap- 5 


actreſs) ſhe Was ſeverely hiſſed. This certainly . 


in «© The Battle of Hexham? It was accident 


ns 
» 
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m_— it mentioned; but on Mrs. Rivers's entrance, 
uy i  theyccalled to her for an apology for not acting fl. 
1 N Queen on Mrs. Taylor's benefft: The lady, fer 
i witliout any perturbation of ſpirit, with infinite 

dignity and one half ſtride, ſtalked over my 
little ſtage z ſhe enumerated her wrongs molt pa- 
|  thetically ; that ſhe was a defenceleſs woman, 
uſed with a rod of iron by that barbarous of 
moſt barbarous men, the manager; and went 
through her exercife ſo well, tlrat ſhe received 
repeated burſts of applauſe. I felt rather angry 
that ſhe ſhould have all the triumph, therefore 
was determined to partake the gale, which was 
rather awkward, as I had not been on that ſtage 
from January I 788, to that time, was in diſhabille, 
and not in training to make my lame bow: How- 
ever, with: my” Ahort\ſtick, I hobbled on, and as 
ſhe was raging with her wrongs (and never acted 
half ſo well in her life that I had ſeen) with arm 
uplifted like the Grecian Daughter, in the. laſt 
act, and not perceiving me who was at her el- 
bow till ſhei turned; my being there ſo very un- 
expecteꝛlly made 2 ſtop in an attitude of ſur- 
priſe, which to the ſpectators muſt have been 
truly whimſical, and looked as much as to ſay, 
% Who ſent for you? All was going on right till 
you came. I endeavoured to explain how the 
lady had. inſolently returned the part; that I con- 
tinued her name in the bills till the day, in hopes 
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her ok ſenſe would convince her how wrong 15 
ſue was to quarrel with me, or give the leaſt of- 
fence to the public; and ſhe, herſelf muſt be con- 
rinced, as well as thoſe who. then ſaw her, that 
her figure was highly proper. for Queen Elizabeth; 

and that what ſhe had urged, that ſhe was en- 
gaged to aCt the principal characters only in any 
play, I could evidently prove to the oontrary by 


the caſt of parts under her own hand, which 
were chiefly ſecond, _ and many . of . them even 


third characters. 

I did not obtain victory e che female until : 
2 GENTLEMAN, to whom 1 begged leave to de- 
liver her own written caſt, inſtead of receiving 
the ſaid. paper like a gentleman, a critic, or a 
wiſe man, threw. it at me in a moſt. indignant | 
manner: this flagrant inſtanee of pride (and. as 
flagrantly, ill-bred) made the pit and galleries 
unanimous in my favour: For the audience per- 
ceiving intentional inſult on that occaſion, re- 
volted and flew: to the weaker. fide; z and I retired 
with applauſe, and. indeed a complete victory, if 
I might judge from the great ſuperiority of plau- 
dits; though a few minutes before the conflict 
-was ſtrong, and like other battles remained doubt- 
ful: but what is at times rebellion, ; when attended 
with brilliant ſucceſs and good fortune, changes 
to the word revolution. The lady went through 
.the part with a and alſo paſs of diſap- 
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eration) ; for the people were FIR convinced 
| The had affumed more-conſequence than became 
her; and her acting alſo proved, to full-convic. 
tion, chat the firſt characters were diſpoſed of in 
abler hands. The next day every body agreed, 
that Mr. Wilkinſon was treated with great inde. 
corum, and that he, as manager, ſhould be ſup- 
ported in his diſputes with the actors: for if the 
audience were to interfere with the never- endleſs 
quarrels between the performers and the direc- 
tor, a theatre would be a perpetual ſcene of dif. 
cord, and his life would be degraded and inſup- 
portable. Of this Lam certain, that on Mr. Paine 
levelling ſcheme, no theatre could be conducted 
. without a government; they might indeed elect 
. Aa manager, but that manager would be proclaim- 
eld not duly elected, and on the firſt ſuppoſe of- 
fence would be tumbled from his chair, and guil- 
lotined unpitied. From theſe -refletions Mrs. 
Rivers was received with much ſeverity when 
me next made her appearance; but ſome -bucks 
ſupported her he made an apology. She was 
a woman and a handſome woman, and all termi- 
TO happily as it ſhould be: and again it was 
it hould be; for the little affray brought 
ie and rg erg nn] \ tice For my 
aching bones. eee 
On Tuefday; d roth, 1 made op ap- 
ee in m. Alter two 88 98 a 
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ment; had a wonderful reception, 8825 a brilliant 


and crowded audience. 
AMr. TownstnD made his entree hae 8 


boy promiſed remarkably well as a ſinger: His 


ear was not nice it is true, but his perſon was” 
good for many parts, and his voice was more 


than e ec Hei is now in Lon- 
dern : 
We finiſhed” a very Were akin on Ta 


day, February 2, and drove off with light hearts 


to York,” where we 5 on ee n | 
aryigt. 


1 ſhould mention that Mifs 1 2 
Hermione on January 28, 1790, at Hull, to a very 


genteel audience: That lady went on with us to 
York, and ated. Lady Townly, Hermione; &c. 
She was always well dreſſed, as her wardrobe was 


a very good one; ſhe had ſome ſuits made at 


much expence, and with great taſte. Miſs 
Hitchcock went early in April to Ireland, and 


for a huſband; as there ſhe changed her own” 


comical name for that of GREEN. 


Mr. King came through Lork, on 1 85 retum 
from Edinburgh, and acted one night his fa- 
vourite characters of Lord Ogleby and Puff. 
He had a very brilliant theatre, and was much ap- 


plauded, conſequently he never acted better: In 


ſhort no actor (but a London actor in particular) 


of eſtabliſhed reputation can act without . 
Velume . 8 
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plauſe. 1 heard Mrs. Siddons ſay, that acting 
Iſabella out of London, was double the fatigue; 
for there the applauſe on many of the ſtriking 
paſſages, not only invigorated her whole ſyſtem, 
but the ſpace it occaſioned, aſſiſted the breath and 
nerve, which when not relieved by the warmth 
of the auditors, chills and deadens the mind of 
the actor or actreſs, and ſinks him or her into 
ſelf; no matter how great the perſonage repre- 
ſenting, or the fame of the repreſentative. 7 
I hear a rap at the door, and muſt introduce a 
ſtranger, a Mrs. JARMAN, to the notice of my 
reader: She came not in rich attire; ſaid ſhe had 
been improved by a few private rehearſals. Now, 
this. ſaid lady, Mrs. Jarman, had not been ten 
minutes with me before I mounted her, not only 
on the ſtage, but preſently after in Juliet's bal- 
cony, where ſhe was ſoon in mot ion, and brought 
forth notes not only pleaſing and plaintive, but 
rather uncommon for a young beginner; added 
to this, her figure was and is excellent, and gaye 
promiſe, with being familiariſed to the ſtage, ſhe 
would acquire elegance: And though ſhe has not 
arrived at that, yet her form being truly a good 
one, will bear ſcrutinizing, when in ſmall-clothes, 
beyond that of many actreſſes who value them- 
_ * Jelveson their ſymmetry. She was well received; 
indeed her figure muſt . ſecured partiality 1 in 
her farour- a 
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Mrs. Jarman never diſpleaſes, and if ſhe im- 
proves as much the enſuing two years, as ſhe has 
-the laſt, why Mrs. Jarman need not fear, with 
health, a welcome on any ſtage, provided ſhe will 
drop her i intimacy with Mr. Monotony. Immedi- 
ately after Mrs. Jarman” debut, on ſtept Mrs. 
FsrEN from Edinburgh city, * piping-hot and 
glowing with Scotch fame, (I do not mean in- 
delicately) on Wedneſday, May the 19th. She 
entered on the York ſtage in the character of 
Monimia; but her deeds in arms not being then 
on the London records, my pulling or blowing in 
the public prints or in private, gained very little 
credit, (and that might be in her favour) and 
only uttered what little intelligence Thad of Mrs. 
Eſten's merits from Edinburgh. Indeed play- 
Houſe accounts are always very favourable, even 
to a fulſome and ridiculous extreme, or ſo black 
as to require great faith, and a weak or wicked 

mind either to reliſh, foraltow, or vend as news 
fer the general ear. But Mrs. Eſten's peculiar 
neatneſs and elegance prepoffeſſed the audience 
in her favour; and ſhe had not finiſhed her firſt 
ſcene before they, with one conſent, adopted it the 
orphan,” and wiſhed to ſecure her as their own ;. 
and before the play was over their fears rendered 
that. hope impoſſible. F do not know that the 
could make butchers weep, but I can with truth 
da) her: ſhe made me, a manager, 2 and 
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feel it as a man. The next night the ated Rofa- | 
lind, with additional credit and violent applauſe ; 


after that ſhe recited Collins's. Ode; which till 


added to her reputation, as e Roſalind, ö 


and the Cde were ſtriking contraſts: Not that I 
am fond of the frequent repetitions of that Ode 
on the ſtage. Occaſionally, from the lips of ge- 
nius, it flows ſo as to prove diſcrimination and 
taſte, variety and powers in the ſpeaker; but take 


it altogether, it is better adapted for the cloſet than 
the ſtage; and one good ſpeaker by chance recit- 


ing it with a grace and judgment, makes that 


| ſpeaker too fond of boring. his or her friends with 
the repetition ; and what is much worſe, occa- 


ſions gudgeons and ſummer-fly performers to be 


boring their audience with the ſame, to the great 

diſcredit of their own ears, thoſe of the audi- 
ence, and the diſgrace. of the ſpeaker, from the 
ſameneſs of tone, the tearing it to rags, till all 
the juice and mellowneſs of its intrinſic worth 1s 
burnt and purged away. However, that was not 


the caſe with Mrs, Eſten; for ſhe was ſolicited to 


| ſpeak i it again the next night, after Lætitia Hardy, 


and on the Saturday again after. Belvidera; which 
was very improper after a diſmal tragedy, to be 


trembling and ſtaring in a long recitation of blank 


verſe immediately after Belvidera's fighings, 


ſereamings, ſtarings, and ravings; but that was 


not Mrs. Tee s e it not 8 Tad! been par” 
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mühen deſired, but What was better, armed our | 
8 with the beſt artillery. 5 


We cloſed on Saturday, May 22, with“ Venice 


| Preſerved,” which was forthat lady's benefit, and 


to a very brilliant houſe, the time of year con- 
ſidered, as York City is not crowded after April. 
It was the univetſal cry,—* Only have Mrs. 


Eſten at the Auguſt Meeting; who can you have. 
like her? if her benefit is good now, what will it 


be after this ſpecimen, and ſtrangers have ſeen 
her” And on that hint Mrs. Eſten and I en- 


gaged for a few nights at Leeds, four at Ponte- 


fract, then at York races, and after that for Wake- 


feld and Doncaſter. She ſaid ſhe was delighted ; 


with her manager: I ſaid I was delighted with. 


my actreſs: In ſhort, nothing but death could 


diſſolve the violent and mutual regard for each 
other. And indeed, joking apart, it is with great 


veracity I aſſert, that her behaviour and her pro- 
miſe of improvement, her real merit and her po- 


pularity, all coincided to demand, what ſhe really 


had, my beſt eſteem and good wiſhes; for as a 
proof, I ſeratthed my opinion in violent terms, 


to Mr. Harris, not to loſe what I judged would 


be a treaſure at Covent-Garden Theatre; and a 


gentleman of York went to the higheſt lengths 
that enthuſiaſm could go, in weekly and daily 


praiſes of the incomparable Eſten. I declared 


him j in an Een fever. 5 J muſt ſay that: I did. not ; 
* 3 
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agree or ſubſcribe to all the many ſine things his 
_ fiery imagination, in his frenzy, led him to 


publiſh, write and ſay on the occaſion ; however, 
it was cloſing the theatre wth the e well 


pleaſed. 


We opened at Ad PS 3 8 
May 24. I do not recollect any new performer 
but a Mr. AxchER, from Edinburgh: He had a 
good perſon, played Floriville, his firſt part, at 
Leeds, in “*The Dramatiſt,” was well ſpoken of 
and well received, and was particularly- well in 
the drunken ſcene, and had a proper pride of 
always being thoroughly clean. and neat on the 
ſtage, and too fine ſometimes, at the expence of 
character; but that is a fault rather praiſe-worthy, 
as there cannot be a greater than. cad Woecuily 
or too much under - dreſſet. 
Miſs WALLIs, who had been FEY ſpoken 4. 
: and is well known and much eſteemed in the 
polite and higher circles, came from Bath for a 
few nights. Mrs. Eften did not come on to Leeds 
immediately, but would go to Londen, and come 
back; and though the knew of Miſs Wallis's 
coming, ſhe would not take the lead, but would 
have Miſs Wallis to take the firſt dance, and ſhe 
would lead up the one following. Miſs Wallis 
played Sigiſmunda on Wedneſday, June 16, 


179, to a very genteel audienee: Her youth, 


| 1 and many —_ wil ever make her 


.. 
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amiable in the fight of the public, when ſhe 
may not be ſtriking :. Her ſecond night was the 
Child of Nature; which character, were ſhe to 


play in London, I am certain ſhe might be in- 
ſured and aſſured of good reception and great 


applauſe. Her third was Belvidera, and with 


credit: But Belvidera is one of thoſe parts that 


is dangerous for a young performer; the tender- 
neſs of the wife and mother do not fit ſo well on 


a lady like Miſs Wallis (who, for the credit of 


the ſtage) we all are aſſured is a virgin pure, as 


Sabrina fair, ſitting under the light tranſlucent 
wave, and I will pronounce will remain ſo till on 


honourable terme, and the ſooner that happens 


the better; I mean, provided that the gentleman 
ho offers his hand, gives alſo his heart, has her 


eſteem, and in that hand alſo, ſomething to make 


the pot boil, with a ſecurity. for that fort of com- 


fortable affluence which her modeſt worth and 
true meritdeferves.. Relative to Belvidera I tauſt 

mention, there is another reaſon why it is too 
weighty for a young actreſs, which. is, that every 


play-goer's mind is in full poſſeſſion from Mrs. 


'Cibber to Mrs. Crawford, and from Mrs. Craw- 


ford to Mrs: Siddons; as that character has never 


failed being ſtriking and marked as the favourite 


of the moſt leading actreſſes from the time it was 


wrote. Mrs. Eſten (whom I had extolled almoſt 
"POE m the Leeds e as her true org 7 


* 
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and critic had in the York) ſtepped forward, but 
we had ſaid ſo much, and ſcrewed expectation ſo 
high, that her Roſalind did not ſucceed after 
Miſs Wallis's; nor wilt a country audience (like 
' that of London) countenance and reliſh repeated 
ſtock plays. But Mrs. Eſten would be OW | 
and 1 humbly ſubmitted to her will. OP 
Baut good God, here have I, like an old man, 
been prating, and let Miſs Wallis be waiting all 
this time for her Leeds benefit: I beg her ten 
thouſand pardons, and am ſure ſhe will with her 
uſual good nature forgive me, but cannot aſſure 
myſelf of the ſame from her ſather; for though 
he would forgive a neglect to himſelf, he is 
tremblingly alive all over for his daughter, and 
on a fancied flight his blood freezes—— 


« And each particular. hair doth ſtand on. end, 
ie quills 25 the fretſul porcupine. “ 9 


But to be a little conciſe, know, ewes. that 
Miſs Wallis had a crowded houſe to her bene- 
fit, and ated Roſalind, (as the phraſe is) 4vitb 
unbounded applauſe. On that night Miſs Wallis 
dropped her courteſy and departed, and in a 
few days after, down came Mrs. Eſten, to 
make a tight flouriſh. Her firſt part was the 

one ſhe had firſt acted at York, Monimia; but 
though well received, it was by no means equal 
to the burſts, at York: And the one cauſe was, 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 109 


Miſs Wallis had faſhion and bloom of youth, : 
and not fo much was expected, as from Mrs. 
Eſten; and the York critic and myſelf had 
made the preſs groan with laviſh praiſes of the 
Eſten: Neither verſe nor proſe was ſpared. Now 
the company of actors and actreſſes, whoſe bene- 
fits at Leeds were then on, and for whom this 5 
theatrical princeſs, Eſten, was not to give aſſiſt- 
ance, had given her a good lift on the occaſion, 
and taught numbers to believe, that the goddeſs 
was no more than of mere mortal mould; and 
ſo it proved · For her ſecond: part ſne would act 
Roſalind, to ſhew the difference; and the people 
ſaid ſhe did; for not anſwering, what they had 
been ordered in the newſpapers. to believe, they 
would be their own judges, and Mrs. Eſten fell 
ſhort of expectationʒ and from Miſs Wallis, where 
they had not expected ſa much, that young lady 
roſe above par and - won the. prize FOO the 
Eftens = | 
This proves: Silks maxim, its in the coun- 
try, an old play, ſuch as“ As. You Like It,” will 
not bear repeating in a few days. London is 
widely different; yet even there, that play, with - 
all its excellencies and variegated beauties, will 
not bear reciting too Keane, ſo as to fill the 
treaſury. - 
I have- forgot alſo of what. that by reminds 
we which i is, that Miſs Wallis acted Roxalana 
1 5 
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in © The Sultan,” then Mrs. Eſten avould ac 
Roxalana; and no actreſs can play the part but 
from ſelfalove: For the part is all dear ſelf; and 


out of London is, in my opinion, dreadful. In ] 


London it is to be borne, as it is helped with 


ſhew and dance; but even- there it is very ſo, ſo. 
I will here take my charming friend, Mrs. 


Eſten, by the hand; eloſe Leeds the goth of July, 
with a full houſe, for the benefit of Mr. Cum- 
wins, and open the little ſnug theatre at Ponte- 
fract for the ſecond year, on Monday, Auguſt 2, 
1790. Mrs. Eſten was followed, and in much 
eſteem, by many genteel perſons at Pontefract. 


She acted Iſabella, Roſalind, Indiana, Lady Bab, 
Belvidera, recited the Ode, and finiſhed with 


what all actreſſes are fond of, Lætitia Hardy and 
Roxalana, to a thundering houſe; and they would 


de very happy, Mrs. n to 25 _ mw 


92 Saturday, Ac 21, Miſs a a 


niece of the well-known and much admired, 


Mrs. Kennedy, came to Fontefract, and acted 


that night in « No Song no Supper” (Storace's 


part): But as IJ amfiniſhingthe ſeaſon, I will only 
mention, that Miſs Reynolds had made her ap- 
pearance one night that week previous, which 
was Wedneſday, Auguſt 18, when ſhe aQed 


Roſina, but with that degree of timidity, inſepa- 
rable from youth, inexperience, and real merit, 
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that I really feared ſhe would never be able to 
get through a caſt of characters 3 but from that 


apprehenſion I was agreeably relieved on Satur- 
day, Auguſt the 21ſt, for the part was quite new 
to her in No Song no Supper,” and ſhe really 


fung it delightfully: But I have dropped the 


curtain at Pontefract, and will take Mifs Rey- 
nolds in my poſt-chaiſe; every body will al- 

low {who have ſeen her ) that J had an agreeable 
companion: So I dine at Tadcaſter, ſup at 


York, and open the theatre on Monday, Auguft 


23, "1790, with Romeo and Juliet,” Romeo by 
Mr. Dimond, the _ een 8. Jubet by Mrs. 


Eſten. 


' You now, Hs fo Mr. Dinvand: Nin 
Romeo at York; and you. alſo fee in Mr. Di- 
mond a man of integrity, great good manners, 
and a gentleman.. The houſe was crowded 
Mr. Dimond of courſe well received. Indeed 7 
many Yorkſhire families reſiding yearly at Bath, 


made. it improbable. Mr. Dimond ſhould be a 


ſtranger to we: kading parkunages in beet 


view. 


Ton ile It,” on the Tuefday; Mrs. Eſten's fa- 


vourite character of Roſalind was deſired, and it 
would be injuſtiee not to mention, that it was at 
tractive and received with every degree of atten 
_ but I muſt obſerve, not WINGS: increaſe OT 
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the moſt clamour is raiſed, it: muſt end in ſedi- 
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applauſe, for like a fermentation in politics re 


tion or in favour: of royalty; in- a victory or a: 
drawn battle; and that occaſioned by the violent. 
declaimers of party, Who by eloquence: are to- 
carry every point in view, or on the contrary 
their very reaſons turn to the advantage of the 
oppoſers. And it is. ſo in the movements of hu- 
man life, whether relative to the very great or 


the very ſmall, much, ay, much more than is 


imagined.;z for in conſequence of ſuch adoration 
as had been proved at that lady's onſet, the ex- 
pectation was raiſed to a: degree beyond what 


could be given in return; an idea which muſt be. 


conceived by every reader from twenty to forty 


(for unleſs pleaſed highly, even the thought wilk 


not return again); therefore Mrs. Eſten was al- 
lowed, faſhionable, clever, perſpicuous, &c. yet. 


from the inflammable air of our Vork balloon, or 
rather the York prints, the performance did not 
ſeem to elevate and ſurprife ſufficiently, to make 
that neceſſary impreſſion on the public mind ſo 
requiſite for illuminations or bonfires. AY 
However Mrs. Eſten's undoubted merit, on 
procured her an engagement at the London mar- 
ket. I ſay market, as it is rather whimſical to 


obſerve that all the principal theatres in that gay 


metropolis are all ſituated in markets. For in- 


8 
* 


pre 


000 


; | 


and all ſorts of apples, with the beſt aſſortment 


of every kind of fruit and Old Drury has been a 


market of long renown theſe many e nech 
not as a % market. RN 
On Wedneſday Auguſf 2 8, 79905 8 Bevil, 


Mr. Dimond, Indiana, Mrs. Eſten, Mr. O*Keefe's 


Toy was acted on-the Thurſday, and as ſuch re- 


ceiveds. It is written to- pleaſe more as a farce - 


than as a firſt piece. It is ſo complicated in plot, 
that with all my ingenuity at theatrical laughter, 
could not make it ene to. e it to 
three acts. 
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both i in OY at : Covyent-Garden theatre 5 
is in a market of well eſtabliſhed fame for every. 


thing chat is good golden apples, pine apples, 


Based adh Me: Dimond aftod Benodick, - 


and Mrs. Eſten Beatrice; and I have forgot that 
Mrs. Eſten would treat (like every other theatri- 
cal lady) the audience once more with Roxalana.. 

Saturday the 27th, Mrs. Eſten ated the Jea- 
lous Wife, —Mr. Dimond, Charles, and he per- 


formed that part remarkably well, and gained 
much credit; though Charles does not rank in a 


leading liſt of characters; but that is leading 
which leads to ſtamp reputation, kill; and judg- 
ment. We finiſhed the week with infinite moe 


profit, and with the credit of the audience. 


— 


Now Lam to approach to the Monday follow- 
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THE WANDERING: PATENTLE. 
ing, which was. fixed for Mrs. Eſten's. "OY 


and that benefit was ſecured at ſixty pounds but 
ſtop my horſe, good reader, ſtop my horſe ! and 


permit me to ſalute my friend Dullneſs; for to 


| thee, O Goddeſs! I appeal, and truſt in thy 
faithful continued fupportz. thou haſt been my 


conſtant friend in need and in deed, nor had I 
ever any occaſion to call for thy aſſiſtance, 'thou 
wert ſo kind and ready; therefore obligations or 


flattery I owe thee not, for thou ſupplied my 
Wants, and I may ſay, inſtilled thyſelf in me 
from head to foot, from the hour of my birth; 
and as true friendſhip deals not in compliments 
will only ſay, I am obliged for thy conſtant at- 
tendance, and I am certain without aſſurances, 
that thou wilt never quit thy dearly beloved Tate 
Wilkinſon. Indeed, prudence and common ſenſe 
have never greatly flouriſhed. from the time of 
Adam: That he had not common ſenſe is plain. 
Indeed I fear the tree of prudence was thinly 
planted in the garden of Eden, which may be one 
principal reaſon for the ſearcity of that ineſti- 


mable article from that time to the preſent : For 
Adam's dame, Mrs. Eve, was ſo evidently deſti- 
tute of any particle of that good quality,. one 


would be led to ſuppoſe ſuch a plant had not 


taken root there; for ſhe let her filly brain get ſo 


imtoxicated and bewildered. ** the ace of ſo 


tic 


„ d v AS, cen Wn. ih. 
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many good things, chat ſhe made her huſband 


ee baer as great a fool as herſelf, | 


Dh Who for an apple damn'd mankind.” 2 8 


4 IJ we ſhould be ike than. all our PIES 
fathers, I cannot tell or ſurmiſe; but ſhould be 
glad to hear that ſcholar, or that divine, convince 


the world, that any one man who has lived to 
fifty, with a ray of genius, directed and guided 


his veſſel clear and fafe without a. pilot frem 


this world to the land of happineſs: I mean. 
when I ſay this, a mind of exaltation, well 
c'othed in health and ſpirits, and do not confine 
it to a penurious man, who has made a fortune 


from one hundred pounds to a bundred thouſand, 


| becauſe that is only a ſenſe in a particular degrees, 


tho praiſe-worthy I do allow; but I mean the 
free, the noble mind of great perſpicuity, educa» 
tion, imagination, ſpirit, and great. talents, and 
aſk ſuch à man on his honour, if. his whole con- 
duct from-eightcen. to fifty has been Ever ſteered | 
by ſtrict propriety, good humour, honour, and 
good works, Co one flaw. or falſe ſtep. And 
en 5 | 
COMMON: MENSE, | 
0 thou tree, who can plant thee, and make thee 
flouriſh If they could but ſucceed, 'ſuch a na- 
tional aſſembly for new ee who could 


Gs et ds es ARS cs OY - * 


fix it on a ſure baſis and a permanent root, would 


* N Is * 2 7 2 
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make men angels: I mean a heaven on earth, 


and give a certificate undeniable at the gates of 


hereafter, as a Faid to "FRE . in the 


world to come. 
Forgive me, reader, for this. flight; 3 as n 


| my being ſo. aircaſtle digreſſive, has let me 
rudely leave the darling Eſten ſtuck faſt in the 
middle of the York race-week, without a help- 


ing hand to ſet her a-going for the finiſhing 


her bulineſs, therefore mult not neglect the im- 


portant information, that ſhe acted Indiana, her 
beloved Roxalana, Beatrice, Mrs. Oakley, and 


recited the Ode. Mrs. Eſten's benefit was fixed 


for the Monday: Mr. Dimond with all the polite- 


neſs of which he is maſter (and that is not a lit- 
dle for he is the maſter of ceremony), offered his 
ſervices in either play or farce, or both, Which 
Mrs. Eſten rejected with great diſdain, and with 


prodigious inward pleaſure; as ſhe was glad of 
that opportunity to gratify a little inward: ſpleen 


and female reſentment for ſame wrongs and in- 
dignity offered her from that gentleman ſome 


three or four years preceding, when he was her 
manager at Briſtol: She came laughing to me 
with great exultation; 1 wiſhed her to accept 
Mr. Dimond's ſerviczs, and alſo offer her's For 
Mr. Dimond' 5 e on 9 5 but Mrs. 


— 


ly 


E 
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Bennet an the, both exclaimed aloud , with two 


voices in one 5 


20 1 2045 rot inthe RO? or.. 


Mow Eften relied fo firmly « on what 35 York 
friends told her, that ſhe, was a goddeſs | a non- 
pareil | the paragon—the ſunſhine: of the world 
in ort, the every thing! It was therefore no 
wonder that a fine woman ſhould believe, and 
not conſider. that. an. audience, like the ant e of 


Man was born to be a rover, | 
7 Fooliſh woman to believe.) 


10 Ms. RAB nd 8 5 . Vp, en- 


tirely overthrew Mrs. Eſten's ſecure-fancied build- 
ing. Not that I could have believed, after ſuch 
praiſes, preſſures, and ſolicitations to ſee her again, 
the Lork audience would have neglected her; 
for they might have patronized Mr. Dimond's 

night, which was the laſt. play-night at York for 


five months after; and the reaſons on ſuch an 
occaſion, uttered with belief, ſuch as“ A horrid | 
play! ( Any play but that or it was ſuch 

a rainy day, &.; yet had they the leaſt incli- : 
nation, were I to proclaim I did not want an au- 
dience, they would ruſh in, no matter what the '_ 
play « or. what the weather, at the ſame time aſſur- >> 
ing it was not to ſerve me, but to pleaſe. them- 
ſelyes ; the doors were opened, they had a right 
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to enter, and would afſert their richts. And that 
is the mode of the mind, which as Fe 
„Tea“ thus expreſſed, (ſuppoſed Abe an imi 
tion of Macklin when inſtructip -M 
. Othello) — “ For, Str, if y bſerve the phyſical 
« operations of Nature; An the moral agency of 
10 the paſſions; when the ſoul is ſo far analized, az 
« that the corporeal is entirely-ſwallowed by the 
0 intellectual; why chen the organical powers, 
are, as it were, ſtagnated For ſtagnation I 
define to be a total abſence or ſeceſſion —ſo 
e that the I am amazed —and that's the. mode of 
ic Ze mind. Theſe odd lines, from manner, never 
failed a certain plaudit. But to return to Mrs. 
Eſten— (who on the whole is charming) —the 
true cauſe of her overthrow Was owing in a great 
meaſure to Miſs Wallis, then engaged at Bath 
theatre ; but during the eight or ten weeks at 
that time, had been perſorming at Hatrogate, 
alſo before that at Leeden as has been related, 
and hearing of Mrs. Eſten's name and fame, in 
order to gratify a natural female curioſity, had 
come over from Harrogate to ſee two or three Ifſter 
plays. Mr. Dimond, on Mrs. Eſten's unex- Writ 
peed, peremptory refuſal, ſnatched the golden 
opportunity, and without loſs of time pyeſented I lad 
his compliments to his Bath heroine, and re- 
queſted her aſſiſtance. Policy, pride, and good 
manners, with a ſincere with to oblige her maſter 


— 
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manager, obeyed the ſummons, and immediately 
complied 35 and Lady 'Townly with the Child of. 


uriolity Was on. the tip-toe to ſee. Miſs Wallis, 
Her connexions and her patrons were particu- 


cked to the eagerneſs. for the novelty, but in 


the truth: Mrs. Eſten's night was in a mannner 


aſtera long draught, which tells}the liſtener or the 
idle lookeron the ſcurvy number of the lazy 
lrops, by the melancholy and the chilly ſounds 
of pop, pop; drop, drop: —not like a generous 


heath, and e is twice bleſſed:“ For as Portia _ 
It bleffeth him that gives and him that ta 


ight had another mortification, which cauſed 
rith their favourite actreſs: And ſurely nothing 
can be more irkſome to the receiver, than when 
0 perceive one half of the bin audience make 


heir appearance when the curtam had dropped- 
and the 2 1 and no eee . 


Nature were both fixed on for the Wedneſday: : 
folowihg. The inſtant it was known, public 
larly known in Tork, therefore faſhion. was 


onſequence dreadful to relate: But the truth is. 


to a degree neglected; and what did make Its. 
appearance,, was not unlike a little rain coming 


zeavy ſhower, which falls upon the place be- 
he idle droppings in of perſons on Mrs. Eſten-s . 
ret reproach naturally in the breaſt of Mrs. 


ſten, which was the appearance of being ſatiated 


lady has been toiling with emulation to pleaſe,, 
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for the departed: heroine. But the oublic are 
never at a loſs for reaſons, any more than 2 
player; as thus, for chit chat, or the opinions of 
tlie day, many would not come from a certainty, 
that “ Mrs. Eſten's houſe would be' crowded to 
ee ſuch a degree, it would be impoſſible to get a 
t comfortable ſeat; and the heat expected to be 
«fo ſuffocating, there would be no bearing it." 
But in anſwer to that, I have not obſerved the 
audience ever thought of heat in the Dog-days; 
'when the Siddonian queen was followed. Other 
ſaid, © the play of Iſabella was ſhocking, and 
e the houſe would have been full to any other 
© play.” But that play did not keep any perſons 
away when Mrs. Siddons acted Iſabella; not 
could that be the caſe, for though it was publicl 
advertiſed Mrs. Eſten was to have a benefit pre- 
vious to the play being fixed; not any places worth 
mentioning were taken. Then another reaſon 
aſſigned was, that © Wilkinſon was to pay Mrs. 
Eſten a certain ſum—ſo: people might as well 
©« ſtay at home, for Mr. Tate had got ſufficiently 
by the week, and might and could well afford 
( to pay for it.” I have known this reaſon given 
before, and do reſpectfully and truly inform my 
readers, it is the moſt mortifying occurrence that 
can happen to any performer: For in the firſt 
place, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that Mrs. 
. ſo loaded * N eren to * 


LORIE, 


ould - nationally; and did, expect the receipt in 


n eturn for her labours, (after the York race-week) 
15 of W-ould far exceed the ſum ſhe had ſtipulated for: 


and I am certain, that ſhe never received money 
ſo reluctantly and unwillingly as on that occa- 


ret on; and in lieu of pleaſure was much cha- 
o be rined, and felt herſelf leſſened as well as diſap- 
it. Nointed. And a diſappointment it muſt be after 
the ach ſolicitations and promiſes, and her laſt night 
lays; WM engagement. It gave no hopes of ſeeing her 
hers 


hat reſolution I ſhall ſay more by-and-bye. 
It was a bad night and the public had been ſo 
during the race-week, they could not think of 


rood, if the reader will look back to many Mon- 


he races have often occaſionally failed, but then 


zenith, has occafionally played Mandane the 
year . 1792, to 5 thin houſes. 5 5 Ihe” been 
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gain; and ſhe declared ſhe would not: But of 


When the: night was. over, every body ſaid 


tired with amuſements every day and evening 
the theatre? But that argument. will not hold 


70 nights after the race-week at Tork, when 
s. Crouch, Mr. S. Kemble, Mr. J. Kemble, 
50 many others performed, alſo ſince that. It is 
ertain that the Mondays and Wedneſdays after 


t has been when it was not the Kahn to come. 
or inſtance in London, what ſums has Madam 

Mara drawn, and What amazing great houſes has 
e performed to; but for all that, Mara in her. - 
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every performer's lot, on particular occaſions; 
J heard Mara fing at Doncaſter church in the 
- Tace-week and not one hundred perſons there; 


and certainly 
proves right; but the beſt wits. ſometimes fail, 
witneſs. Swift, Arbuthnot, and Gay, when they 
laid their nobs together and produced, as excellent 
that execrable piece of e entitled, Three 
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but that was not her fault, nor was her mer; 


leſſened; it was a very improper week to think d 


an oratorio, for the minds of the public at noon 
on ſuch occaſions, are very differently employed, 


than to think of oratorios and going to church, 
Now, had Doctor Miller, with his undoubted uſu; 


good ſenſe and ſagacity, appointed Mara the 
week following, it would have done himſelf and 


the town ſome ſervice : Tt would have kept many 


| families who came to the races; and it woull 


alſo have attracted many others, who never g 


to races at all, and who would have liked a jubilee 


week in their own Boy. as well, a5 their neigh- 


ours. 


But we may . ard reaſon, the audience 


= againſt the theatre, or the theatre i in reply; and 


it 18-10 like other things more material i in this life, 


-of which there is no poſſibility of judging which 
are right, either in a law-ſuit or a wager; for in 
Thort, he is right who gains and wins. Not that 
the loſers are Ken I believe of the ſame opinion: 


is the wiſeſt man. whoſe opinion 


3 
# 


5 
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7 


Hours after Marriage,” and were not only mor- 


tified and diſappointed, 7 ſo blind ta the faults 
of their joint endea 
and clever men, 


ſtupid public t E firſt night of its repreſentation 
for condemnahg it to everlaſting filence, accompa- 


nied wit] contempt and ignominy. 80, i in other 
events, he who prognoſticates with ſignific face, | 
what wall be right and muſt be wrong, proves 
his wiſdom. when it turns out as he authoritatively 
prognoſticated 3 but let Mr. Wiſdom conſider, 
that had his oppoſer been right i in his foreſight, 


and things had fallen out in favour of Mr. and 


Mrs. T'otherſde, why. then the ſame gravity, - 


wiſdom, and knowled Ige, would have been Fanny 
by that party. 


Now, after this little digreſſion, 1 cat mention, 
235 in juſtice due to my ſtage hiſtory, that Miſs 
Wallis, after Mrs. Eſten's York : fight, (for ſuch 
ſhe certainly thinks it to this hour) on Wedneſ- 
day September 1, 1790, (A fatal day for partridges) | 
yet Miſs Wallis enſnared;the purſuers of thoſe in- 
nocent coveys and lured them back. to the theatre, 
where ſhe was received with a, hearty reception, 
to a crowded-theatre, and performed her two 
characters of Lady Townly..and. the Child of Na- 


ture, with infinite applauſe and ſatisfaction to 


every body. Miſs Farren was that night in the 
N with * and wages nel 


* 


irs, that thoſe truly wiſe 
ere in reality enraged at the 
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LT. my aſſertion. Mr. Die Was perfecliy 
happy, not for the value of the money I am ſure, 
for as a brother manager, I am told he pays very 


'  fittle regard to that point, but it was all in friend. 


77 ſhip. 1 fancy I like money, and believe I really 
do, but I either have not received half enough, or 
never knew how to keep it, which makes the 
_ circumſtance in concluſion much the ſame, and 
that cauſe de efeftive comes from cauſe. 

MI. Dimond left York in good humour. Mr, 
Eſten I led with ſolemn ſteps and haughty mien 
to her chaiſe; for be it known as an invariable 
fact from city to city, town to town, village to 
village, and from barn to barn, that whenever 
things do not exactly tally and correſpond with 
the performer's opinion and expectation, 1 un- 
fortunate manager is always to blame. 

Mrs. Eſten engaged to perform a few nights at 
Wakefield, where we- will ſuppoſe ſhe is ſafely 


TE arrived. I will take a week's reſt at York, wait 


for a little intelligence from the Wakefield poſt, 
and then fet off for that very pleaſant town and 
- country, and as that will be a ſtage or two from 
Tork, I will reſt my pen till it is again in humour, 
| and lull myſelf with fleep and a forgetfulneſs of 
cares. Let me have muſic 0 compeſẽ my thoughts; and 
after my refreſhment of nap or reverie, which 
the reader likes beſt, or rubbing my eyes and 
giving a jog to my memory, I will now conduct 


2 "© 2 22 
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* 
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my resdzr to Wakefield, where I found Mrs... 
Eſten very angry at having played two or three 
nights to very indifferent houſes: However, 
when ſlie had done her lecture, and I had recom- 


mended two plays for her conſideration, | ar Fine 5 
Ladies Airs, ” and © A Word to the Wiſe,” ” 
which ſhe agen the moſt prudent to ſtudy, ſne 


gave me her hand, laughed, and we were as good 


friends as ever. Her benefit was well attended 
there, and Mrs. Eſten had, to my knowledge, N 
very genteel preſents. | 
I cloſed Wakefield on Monday, . 275 6 
1790, with my only performance that ſeaſon, of 


Captain Ironſides, had a crowded theatre, and 


what is better, honoured with the approbation of | 
the audience, conſequently the curtain dropped > 


with honour and delightful harmony. 


On Tueſday, September 28, Mrs. Eſten 8 


ber courteſy at Doncaſter, in the character of 


Roſalind, where ſhe was greatly received and 
much admired. She played Lætitia Hardy and 
dear Roxalana AGAIN, Indiana and Lady Bab, 


Iſabella, and Lady Townly, and for her benefit on 
Monday, October 11, 1790, Mrs, Oakley, Col- 
lins's Ode, and the Child of Nature, to a full 
theatre, and her boxes were crowded with the 


appearance of moſt of the principal families of 
that town and neighbourhood; So. that evening 
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| ended with AIPs Fell vhat nn Well in 4 cken 
not a cloudy morning. 


At Doncaſter, that year, Miſs 3 Was 
engaged from the Bath Theatre; but J have ne- 


glected mentioning her firſt appearance, Which 
was at Pontefract, Friday, Auguſt 20, 1790, in 


Lady Teazle, and in the Wakefield race-week, 


Monday, September 13, Lady Townly.' Not 
that either of thoſe characters made her appear 


to advantage: We are, in general, from high to 


low, too apt not to know how to judge for 
courſelves. Miſs Cleland has a good perſon, a 
good underſtanding, and a great deal of him; 


and were he 90 48 Emilia, in Othello, Mrs. 
Marwood, Lady Touchwood, Nottingham, Mrs. 


Frail, and many characters which require com- 


prehenſion from the performer, Miſs Cleland is 


very adequate, and might be a valuable acquiſition 
on any ſtage; but ſhe ſhould carefully avoid to 
enſnare and captivate the audience, with fool- 
iſhly wiſhing to ſtrike at either the amiable, the 
gentle, the tender, or the great: By ſuch mode 
: ſhe loſes her value with the public z and her own 
folly hurts her own peace of mind, which by a 
falſe ambition renders her unhappy, and a £60 
by her own means ie, Cleland !, te. 5 
Wee finiſhed the Doncaſter ſeaſon, Odder 
#799, and TO Hull ant the Ne 


„e, co 


W. 


too 
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Not any edition or elopement occurred from a 
thoſe mentioned in my regular courſe of narra- 
tion: Miſs Cleland and Mr. Archer were new to _ 
the audience, alſo a Mr. Sandford, of good figure, 
ſtudy, &c.: He had rather a fullneſs of ſpeech— - 
Mr. Sandford, if I am not deceived, will poſſeſs, 


by application, a good ſalary, delivered him every 
Saturday, by a year or two's more practice. 


When I ſay nor much novelty was added to the 
ſeaſon at Hull, 1790, do not let me be ſo ungrate- 
ful as not to recollect my Euphroſyne, Miſs 
RicHaRDs, though now a little circumſtance in 
fe has made her what ſhe wiſhed to be, married, 


* Mrs. Edwin. Her face is more than pretty, 


it is handſome and ſtrong featured, not unlike 


| Bellamy s: Her perſon is rather ſhort, but take her 


altogether ſhe is a nice little woman. She was 


then (and I hope is ſtill) in full and equal ſpirits: 
She played à variety of characters with great 


ſucceſs; and the contraſt was ſuch and ſo happily | 


hit on, „ that when not [ſuited to her perſon and 
powers, yet by the aid of youth and ſpirits, were 
to a degree pleaſing, and in the 


acted well, yet that actreſs, however good, muſt 
be a dupe to her own art, if ſhe ſuppoſes that a 


girl of EIGHTEEN will not pleaſe” better than an 
* married one of 5 It 18 ns urd to 
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Jordan line the 
| beſt, ay the very beſt I have ſeen: For though 
I have ſeen many of Mrs. Jordan s characters 
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95 eonjecure otherwiſe; ; and however we old folks 
may wiſh to be applauded, it may be depended 

upon as an indubitable truth, that if we wiſh to 
appear great, it will never anſwer ſo well, with 
whatever talents poſſeſſed, as when not preſenting 

ourſelves beyond: our real ages, or at beſt very 
AKittle more than near the mark. Not but the 

public i in London are particularly good; but till 
in London or at Rome, when age regularly and 
rudely takes his place in a youthful ſtation, it is 
futile, and only ſerves to pleaſe aten laugh- 

ter, and after-merriment. -_ 

Mr. Garrick was the moſt lucky os I re- | 
| FOR for retaining his ſpirits and uſe of 
_ limbs, with the face growing plump inſtead of 
ſharp. When dreſſed, there was not the leaſt 
mark of age with ſtealing:ſteps ; fer he danced, | 
moved, and at the age of: ſixty. cloſed his theatri- 


cal career in full glory, in the youthful Felix; in I 
which part I have not ſeen a trait of his merit or n 
conception by any other actor ſince. N 
The year at Hull, 1590 and 91, MiſsRichards's m 
endeavours were crowned and rewarded with a D 
erowded benefit, and a wiſh to ſee her again, G 
| which I flattered: myſelf with: For ſhe aſſured fo 
me, ſhe would never leave me, and her mamms 8 
ſaid the ſame; but the reader will find anon 1 
that our love-thread was not ſo ſtrong, but, da 


0 1 0 other mortal things, it broke, and when. 


vu WAN DERING PATENTER, | 29 bl | 

5 leaſt expeied i it, and without my fault or wiſh. | | 
d Mrs. Eſten's departure at that time, had in- inf 
to ſtilled into the great London ſtate a high opi- 4 
þ nion of the abilities of Mr. Fawcett; I agreed, Sf 
8 like a good Chriſtian, to part with my comic friend- | ; & 
ry and comedian, Fawcett, who was then grown to | | 

Ce a-moſt elevated ſtate of fame in Yorkſhire, even [i 
ill to ſuch a degr ee; that my theatrical throne was 1 
d threatened” with danger from ſuch a-loſs.- But 15 
1 ſome little cherub ſmiling. above, dropped a $i | 
he tear, took pity, and upheld poor Tate. Mr. Faw- | 0 ? 
cett was certainly in the poſſeſſion of public opt» 1 9 1 
5 nion a loſs not of faney, but to be dreaded moſt 1 
of ſeriouſſy. Dun: ce Alexander died and Alexander | 1 : 
of was buri * Garrick died and Garrick was i 
| buried,” aa Madame Du Barre may patch a | 
d, hole to expel the winter's ſnow. . fi: | 
. Fawcett's engagement was fixed in Wee | FRE 
in 1790, but his London agreement was not to com- bas 
look, ſtudy; and preponderate on fuch weighty. 11 

2 matters. Meanwhile Mrs. Eſten recommended Mr. 1 4 
2 Duffey to my aſſiſtance, a gentleman of Covent- by 
45 Gartlen Theatre, and a favourite, I have been in- | * 
4 formed, at the Dublin Theatre: His firſt appear - 1 


ance at Hull was in Lionel and the 'Divertiſe. 


. ment, for the benefit of Miſs Reynolds, on Tueſ- 
1 day, >. ge Pay Ry His voice is n 9 . 


N 
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| 0 clofed the Hull: ſeaſon on: February W 1791, 
1 and drew up the curtain at the Theatre- Royal, 
Tork, on the 5th of the ſame month, for the 


benefit of the old veteran actor, Oram, long 
ſince mentioned, now no more, where I, or 


you the reader, ſhall be at no diſtant period, 
could we even count our time beyond belief or 
hope: So ſwift is the pace of life, that whether on 

the walk of noon or the lolling flumbers of the 
night, death's watch keeps his walk, and at the 
appointed hour ſeizes, tyger-like, his prey; ay 
for you or me, the warrant is ſigned, for rich 
or poor, a biſhop or a player; there is equality 
only in "the —_ and to that 19 8 we e re· 
gn. 


Duffy, Miſs Cleland, and Miſs Richards to- the 
York public, yet as they have each been intro- 
duced to the reader on their firſt appearances in 


my yearly circuit, it would be only adding to 


my uſual tautology, therefore we will ſuppoſe 
they have each made their © exits and their 
entrances,” and that all goes well, and I will 


drop my pen (which is as bad as my writing) | 


and ranſack my brain to-morrow- for! freſh” oc- 


currences. 
The York ſeaſon, 1791, I have Ae ot 


with ne Merchant of Venice, for Mr. 
Oram's benefit; which I complied with the per- 


Vork ſeaſon N and I. had to hind Mr. 
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bande of, to ſatisfy. the deal: fame of Mr... 


Griſt in Shylock, and Miſs Cleland in Portia. - 
It is well known, I believe, from London to 3 


yond the banks of the Tweed, that Shakeſpear's 
excellent play of The Merchant of Venice“ 
is not an attractive one in general, though occa- 
ſionally, on the reputation of a favourite Shylock, 


tor on that it chiefly. depends) it may be pro- 
ductive. I now ſpeak of a point quite diveſted 


of ſelf. partiality; for I do aver from the time 1 
became entitled to the name of manager, I never 
refuſed or objected to any performer's acting any 


character of mine, from Mr. Woodward, to thoſe > 


of a very inferior claſs. . Now Mr. Griſt, from a 
love of acting, would rather prefer taking hs: 


hackneyed © Merchant of Venice,” at the al- 
| moſt certain hazard of a worſe houſe, than have 
any other. play, merely to ſatisfy. himſelf with 


acting that character for his benefit at Hull. It 
is. ſtrange, and no more ſtrange than true, and 
pity. *tis tis true, that performers. will. often 
hazard their material intereſt, ſo neceſſary to the 


world of wants, and ſacrifice fame and ſelf- 
preſervation, to the gratification of acting a par- 
ticular part. This frailty of our ſtage- faculty, 


is not conſined to the little or provincial theatres, 
for Mrs. Clive, who was a firſt comic actreſs 
e 8 0 Townly, and TOR: for 
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. benefits Her Lucy was | admirable, —A{r:, | 
- Abington, Setubz. 

In the York ſeaſon, 1791, Miſs Richards. Was 
juſtly admired in the girls, and in her various 
caſt of parts got a ſtrong hold of the public 
eſteem. She profeſſed the love for me as for a 
father; but fathers have not always dutiful chil- 
dren, as was the caſe with me in regard to her 
behaviour, as will preſently be un folded. 

- Notwithſtanding the company was particularly 
good that year, with a variety of plays, operas, 

and farces, well conducted, and the band, as has 
been before obſerved at York, moſt excellent in 
the winter ſeaſon, yet all my nights (apart from 
benefits) did not produce any one good audience 
of twenty pounds (the aſſize-week of courſe ex- 
cepted): This has been 1 in part owing to the in- 
troduction of foreigners, or rather London per- 
formers occaſionally; for ſince the Siddonian 
fever, the Lork Theatre has been ſeldom well at- 
tended to as natural food for the mind, but only 

when the word faſhion is tacked, or to a particu- 
lar benefit, or when a blazing comet promiſes a 
flouriſh from the ſouth with a fiery tail; conſe- 
| quently the theatre in general at York is very 
thinly attended, and the benefits of the middle 
rank of performers do not overflow. The pre- 
vailing aſcendency of the overruling powers, the 
95 are perhaps the TOES” true reaſon that. 
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can be alleged: The four kings are hack: deſpots 
combined, and as overbearing as the Jacobine 


Club, who behold with contempt and indifference 
neglected heroes, and diſtreſſed damſels, die for 
the good of their country, either as Romans or 
moderns, with very few weeping or applauding 
ſurvivors to cheer their hearts in dying, or re- 
gard whether the poor ſtrutting play-actor's be- 
nefit affords him a ſupper after all his toils, 
ſweatings, and labours for the public welfare. 
l boaſt philoſophy as to ſtage matters; for as 
Brutus ſays, 6 Why ſhould. Death hy: feared, . 
 fince he will come when he will come.” 80 as 
my wiſhes can neither procure me a prize in the 
lottery, when my ticket is in the wheel, nor make 
the theatre full, when, the million have no inten- 
tion to come, I fit compoſedly, wiſhing for a 
change of times for the better... But, ſtill though 
I ſuffer it not to affect my reft, my appetite, or 
to occupy my mind, ſo as to perplex my brain 
about what I cannot remedy, yet certainly a run 
of bad houſes, if they do not diſturb my ſlum- 
bers, they. rather occaſion a lethargic ſtupor on 
the mind, and. take away the animation neceſſary 
for effort, and the ſportive imagination requiſite | 
to aid the vigour of a commander; and the ma- 
nager's regiment of courſe, for want of their 
minds being rouſed, fink into the ready pit of 
loch, . want of 8. royal banner, the ear- | 
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piercing fife, and all the pride; pomp, and "70M 

of the ſtage-field practice of glorious war, 
_ paſſing from night to night unnoticed by. I felt 

tis ennui in ſo ſtrong a degree early in the ſeaſon 


at. Tork, 1791, that I promiſed myſelf with the 


pleaſing hopes of a tour, not having indulged 
myſelf with a journey from my own circuit from 
the year 1 787to the year 17913 therefore on Wed- 
neſday morning, February 16, 1791, I packed up 


what I judged neceſſary, and reſolved on viſiting 


my dear native London, with a trip to Portſ- 


mouth, Bath, and home by Glouceſter, War- 
wick, Birmingham, Sheffield, and Leeds, back 
again to York. The latter part of my journey 
I did not take, and I will (before I come to my 
return in courſe of my exploring) tell my reader 
hy. I would adviſe an inexperienced traveller 
from York to Bath, whether male or female, to 


begin the journey where 1 meant to end: For 


inſtance, Leeds, Sheffield, Derby, Lichfield, Bir- 
mingham, Warwick, and Glouceſter, and if you 
never have been there, Briſtol by all means, as 


its conſequence as a city, the beautiful ſituation 


of the hot-wells at Clifton, makes that place 


highly deſervin g every attention; but they ſhould 


be ſeen firſt; as after Bath and London, no town 


or city in the three kingdoms can equally appear 
to advantage i in point of elegance, after viewing 


| London and _ wick to a FOR af "Ar 
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ſight and on examination, beggars n N 
Thoſe places are ſo univerſally known, and par- 
ticularly. ſo to almoſt every one who will honour 
this book with half an hour” 8 ſcanning, that it 
vould be ridiculous to keep up a moment's time, 
as I ſhould only daub and diſcoloùr what has been 
ſo well deſcribed and well painted, and may be 
ſcen every day to the life by thoſe who can 
afford to ride or walk in and view eee -. 
of London and Bath cities. : 
I. arrived ſafely in dear e 5 5 re- 
ſolved on trying, what I never had before expe - 
rienced, an Hotel inſtead of a private lodging. 
And as I was ſet down in Chancery-Lane, I de- 
termined to try Mr. Warburton's Hotel in Gray ' s- 5 
Inn To where I had not any cauſe to com- 
plain from want of civility. or accommodation 3 
but a ſhort reſidence there ſoon convinced me, 
with my lameneſs, that I was too far from that 
part of the town, where moſt of my acquaint- 
ance lived, and likewiſe very diſtant from all 
the theatres; for inſtance, the Pantheon and 
the Haymarket, particularly the former, which 
opened as an Opera Houſe at that juncture, 
and when out late, (in bad weather eſpeci- 
ally) neither coach nor chair, at times, were 
to be had, which made it inconvenient and diſ.. 
agreeable for me in many reſpects; as the walk. 
ing ſo ſay on a wet night eee I 
£ G 6 : . 
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fold manner, the danger of cold, and my not 
being always ſo ſteady as fit to be entruſted with 


the care of my dear ſelf; and indeed ſometimes 


: ſo weary with my walkings at noon, that at night, 


if ever ſo cool in my brain, I have found it a very 
heavy taſk, and infinite labour to arrive at the far 


_endof Gray's-Inn Lane; and in the dead of night 
there are divers ſpirits there reſort, like thoſe in 


Mr. Kemble's Macbeth, black and white, red and 
grey, which rendered the walk when all was ſi- 
lence, more dreadful and alarming than Juliet's 


_ fancied Mandrakes torn from the earth. How- 
ever, though often in ſuch a predicament, during 


that London trip, I never met with any accident; 


and my treatment was ſo good and attentive I 

could not bear the thoughts of quitting Mr. War- 
burton's, where I was ſo well provided in every 
reſpect, excepting that of getting home late at 
night, being always at ſuch a diſtance from my 
place of reſidence. Nay, I have known on a 

Sunday when it rained, and I have been engaged 
ds dine at Soho, I could not get coach or chair in 


Holborn or all the way, and was obliged to tramp 


and hobble all dripping. And what is very ſtrange, 
| though J am in general a conſtant houſekeeper 


at times for weeks, ay months, in Yorkſhire, I 


did net get the leaſt cold, the which luck I can 


by no means anſwer for, than by a leſſon I have 
been . given 1 will here W to teach , 
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Which is, that the uncommon velocity which at- 
tends our ſpirits by going from place to place, and 


the various inducements that offer on a noon's 
lounge in London, naturally occaſions ſuch an im- 


pulſive promptitude for exerciſe from curiolity 


and the various objects that lead to amuſement 
and amazement, which gives ſuch an electricity, 


and ſo magnetizes, the frame as is unknown per- 
haps to a London reſident, who wonders you can 


be entertained with the _ the ne and the 
dirt of that city. . — 


During my Walden in Lenin that wie. abs 


forded me a higher fatisfaQtion than I had ever 


experienced; the long abſence from that loved 
ſpot gave it in appearance almoſt new creation; 
and what added to thoſe romantic whims, was the 


vaſt idea being accompliſhed to my imagination, 
the having a leg able to drag from place to place, 


which had, with threatened death, occaſioned 
fever and ſevere illneſs, the being reſet at the 
hazard of amputation, and at beſt, moſt likely - 


never to be able to walk again. But fortunately 
for me, I had an able, à judicious, and a truly 
worthy good man, Mr. Champney of York, to 


aid me in that time of diſtreſs, and ſct me on my ; : 


legs again, though not for the better. 


While in London, one engagement or another 


kept me longer to that faſcinating ſpot than I inten- 


ded; and as I have before mentioned my diſtance | 
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from my Friends, I. will here relate two trifling 
accidents which occurred merely from«the whim 
of the weather. On Friday February 24 1791, 
I went out on a tolerable noon to dine in Green- - 
- ſtreet, near Groſvenor-5quare; the afternoon. 
_ grew very bad with ſnow, wind, and every diſ- 
agrecable concomitant; with difficulty L had a 


coach procured to convey me to Covent Garden 


12 — 2 
. Md —— Acetone — — — 
TD : ä e . I CEESSD 
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* . * 


theatre: The entertainments for that evening, to 
the beſt of my eee were The Wonder” 
and the * Merry Mourners ;” be they what: they 
would, the curtain, on that evening, was much 
later in dropping than that of Drury-Lane. When 
I got into the Piazza, the alarm for coach and 
chair was wonderful; I was terribly drove by the 
diſtreſſed crowd, but I bleſſed my wonder-work- 
ing ſtars, that on a night ſo truly dreadful as that 
was (and muſt be recollected by many), that! 
was under the hoſpitable: roof of that friendly 
ſhelter the piazza. I had no notion that Drury- 
Lane theatre had finiſhed.* The Twelfth Night,” 
ec. earlier than Covent Garden, therefore deter- 
mined to poſt away for that theatre, thinking I 
might luckily get a coach on that ſpot, but the 
getting there, though ſo ſhort a diſtance, coſt me 
many a ſigh and ſob, though I cannot ſay tear, 
but was near paying that tribute to my ſorrows 
Noe the accumulated end det: 2 oma Dy 


4 


in the midſt of a hurricane, would not have 
walk did me. With much difficulty, and my 


vhere I was informed the performance had cloſed 


the box company was juſt as when the curtain 


and a comfortable aſylum i in my then preſent dif- 


— 
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coat, but wind, rain, and tempeſt; puſhed on all 

fides by the link-boys, coach- men, chair- men, 5 
and crowd; huſtled by the pick-pockets; ane 
dreading every moment to be thrown down by 
the ſlippery intermixture of ſnow and rain, which 
nothing could have prevented but ſome friendly . 
wet puddle, which received my liding flipperyr —_ 

feet. A walk of ten miles to an intrepid Indian, 


mind ſuggeſting, fever, cold, additional broken g 


limbs, robbery, and the being run over, I at length 
by the help of Providence, or perchance of 8 
« divinity that doth hedge a motley king, 


rived at the- box-lobby of Drury-Lane 3 
near an hour, but to my ſight the appearance of 


might have been fu ppoſed to have dropped : For 
though on inſpection the pit and galleries were 
entirely cleared, and preſented a vacuum that 
would not have delighted the eyes of a Garrick, 
had he been then appointed to have acted Richard 
or Bayes, yet at that time it appeared very quiet, 


treſs. The univerſal outcry for cc coach” and 
« chair, Was inconceivable, and at any price, 
5 half A TOR to the RP 1 eee to 
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* Groſrenor- Square, &c. And I muſt obſerve, 
= that chance and chance only had kept me to dine 


in London on the Sunday following at St. James's 


| Square, which honour my gratitude, pride, and 


pleaſure could not refuſe, otherwiſe 1 had been 
travelling on that dreadful night for Portſmouth, 


- In the box - lobby I gave many marks of uneaſi- 


neſs, and expreſſions of ſorrow and diſtreſs that | 
I could not engage a coach for Gray's-Inn Lane: 


The box-keepers then in waiting all knew me, 


and gave every conſolation in their power, not 


— 


only in words of comfort, but the more pleaſing 


promiſed aſſurance of relief the firſt opportunity; 


for one or two of them whiſpered me to be quiet, 
and I ſhould not be left unlike a gentleman 


without my carriage. They, from experience on 
ſuch occaſions, knew that many Crops, Jemmies 
and Jeſſamies, on the firſt alarm of diſtreſs 
would not only bid, but give extravagantly for a 
coach, but would ſoon grow weary of the lobby 
lounge, and ruſh through the ſtorm to ſome more 
comfortable place of reſort for eaſe, pleaſure, 
and comfort, which was actually the caſe; for 


ſome who obtained a carriage at an exorbitant 
price, and others leaving for want of patience, 


left about one half only in equal anxiety and per- 


turbation with myſelf: At length i in loud words I 
heard, © Mr. Wilkinſon? s Carriage is waiting af 
On the firſt. found of ſuch welcome and uner- 
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neſted ridings) I was at-a loſs how to act, ſup- 
poſing a Mr. Wilkinſon's real carriage was wait- 
ing, as there are many rich Wilkinſons as well as 


poor; but my ſtupor was relieved by the box- 


keeper advancing and bowing to me to attend me 
to my carriage. He readily explained the quick 


mode he had taken to relieve my impatience and 
anxiety, as many in waiting would ſuppoſe it was 


my own vehicle. I judged all my cares were over, 


but at the bottom of the box ſteps I was ſaluted by 
my Cockney coachman as follows, „ Lookye, my 


« maſter, I knows not whomſomdever you may 


« be, but the night i is ſo bad it vill be the death 


« of me and my cattle, and 1 don't ax you for 


it my fare, for I was not on any ſtand, and you 
can't oblige me as how to take you, ſo minds I 
« tells you, that I von't take you into my coach, 
« for as how to carry you to Graves-Inn Lane, 
« without that you will give me eight ſhillings; 


* and I vont becauſe I vont, and ſo I tells you; ” 


«© but-if you will give me that there price, vy I 


« will drive you as vell as I can.” I ſtopped his 
harangue, and aſſured him I would on my honour 
give him eight ſhillings, which ſilenced his ora- 
tion, and into the coach I got, and felt myſelf 
in a paradiſe, and with the utmoſt difficulty I was 
lowly dragged to my hotel, where I cheerfully 
paid the ſum ſtipulated, with a bumper of brandy _ 
into the * and the Jehu was fo * R | 
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on his part of aff urance, that when at the hotel 


there were three or four gentlemen. 1 in great dif. ch 
treſs for a coach, but contrary to that part of de 
the town where his home was deſtined. for the e. 
night, that he would not accept any bribe. what- ba 
ever, but made his exit, exulting in the fayour he G 
had beſtowed in bringing the gemman to his lodg- an 
ings on ſo diſmal a night. I was not diſſatisſied co. 
at what I had done, but felt very comfortable Tt 
with my fire and a cordial glaſs of: wine; and af. 
ter having refreſhed, and added: to my wiſdom 
three or four pinches of ſnuff, the miſt of my | 
brain diffuſed; and I began to view the real diſ- N 
treſs as truly ridiculous, when I recollected the da 
thouſand doors open to my relief. Without en- wa 
countering one half the inconvenience; an entire vit 
ſtranger to London would have known better on 
ttan to have acted ſo egregiouſſy wrong as I had Ml var 
done; for it will readily occur to every imagina- Nt 
tion the many hoſpitable roofs ready to have re- bac 
lieved and ſheltered me, which abſolutely at the WW >q: 
moment, nay indeed the hour, no more: occurred Wl is 
to me than if I had not poſſeſſed one of the five ¶ Fri 
ſenſes: Firſt, without going from under the exp 
ſhelter of the Piazza, as I could not get a car- Ml ticu 
riage or chair, there were ready to receive me, with WW nec 
a noble fire, the Shakeſpear Tavern, the Bedford Ih clin 


| Coffee-Houſe, the Hummums, and a porter at I ine 
| command: to have gone to the: hotel for: *. heal 


burton not to fit up or in an hour's time the 


chairs returning to their native home Covent-Gar- . 
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den, and one o'clock: or later, the time for their 


rendezvous: And another reſource was, only to 


have walked through the pit-paſſage of Covent- 


Garden theatre from the Piazza to Bow-ſtreet; - 
and there I ſnhould have been received with wel- 


come, either by Mr. Lewis or Mr. and Mrs. Hull: 
The ſaid Mrs. Hull would have ſaid Sz 


> My enemy's dog, tho' he had bit her, | | 
0 Should have RED THE night before her fire.” 


When I related my, hair-breadth ſcapes the next 


day, I was truly laughed at, when deſcribing * 
was in want of fire, food, comfort, or any thing 
within the environs of Covent Garden and edging 
on the purlieus of Drury-Lane, where there are 


variety of warm receptacles. 


The Sunday following, February a: 27 1791 „ 1 | 
had the honour of an invitation in St. James's 


Square, and that no ſuch perils and diſaſters 


might happen on that night, as on the preceding 
Friday, and knowing how. precarious (from late 
experience) carriages: were as to dependence, par- 
ticularly on a Sunday, a precaution was the more 
neceſſary, as it was more than probable that in- 
clination, indiſeretion, and a little neceſſity would 
inevitably occaſion my taking libations down tothe 


beach of my * n. and friends. 0. pre- 
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vent er 28 far as poſſible, 1 ordered a perſon 


to attend me, ſmartly dreſſed, by eleven o'clock on 1 
the Sunday evening, with particular orders to ſe- he 
cure a coach or chair; for without aſſiſtance it Wl _ 
| would have been too long a walk from St. James's 36 
Square to Gray's-Inn Lane. About the hour _ 
appointed the ſervant came, and informed me that 155 
my ſervants and carriage were ready. I could not len 
help ſmiling that a man fo well acquainted with his 
carriages, &c. ſhould call one man, ſervants, and a 1 
hackney coach my carriage: However, in about an Hh 
hour after I made my exit, and when advanced into 4 
the hall, I ſaw my gentleman-in-waiting, who 1 s 
1 conducted me ſafe to the door. 1 wondered the . 
coach was not ready oppoſite, but my beau gen ” 
tleman faid it rained and 1 had better walk two = 
or three yards to my carriage than ſtop, and ll 
being of the ſame opinion 1 took hold of his 1 
arm and proceeded on to the coach, which to _ 
my great ſurpriſe was a moſt. elegant- one, and 36 
the charioteer nobly adorned with a ſuperb Th 
| livery, and a ſervant holding the door open as fon 
_ richly arrayed. I found there was no time for Wo 
queſtions, in I ſtepped into my carriage and my aſt 
gentleman after me. When the ſervant had re- of 
ceived orders where to drive, and Jehu had ſet 
forward, I was impatient to have my curioſity {to 


ſatisfied as to ſolving the wonder, which appeared Wl de. 
to me fo . and like a * er Ko 


* 
Py 
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ture: My gentleman told me that paſſing by _ 


Brookes's, where there was held a Sunday club, 
he had perceived a gentleman alight out of the 


carriage, and the night being wet, he found it 
very difficult to obtain coach or chair, and by 


way of experiment, determined to try his rhe- 
toric with the coachman, by firſt aſking him how 


long it would be before his maſter would want 5 


his carriage for his return home; the coachy 


replied,” © Perhaps not till four or five in the 


« morning, which was killing the horſes in 


« winter-nights, was bad for man and beaſt, but 


« the quality never thought of what poor ſer- 
u yants fuffered. It was then hinted to the 
coachman, that it would. do che horſes more good 


chan harm, if he would take a gentleman who 


was in diſtreſs for a coach as far as Gray's-Inn 
Lane; the coachman and footman agreed it 


would be very clever, provided the gentleman 
was an entire ſtranger; when being aſſured it 
was a perſon from Yorkſhire, merely on a viſit 
for a few days, and being promiſed a good re- 
ward, which leads upper ſervants ſometimes 
aſtray when appointed in the higher departments 
of life, they immediately agreed to ſet off for the 


gemman ; but when told that the carriage was to 


ſtop at his Grace's in St. James's Square, they 
demurred, -but ſettling to ſtop as by accident at a 
houſe adjoining, — . of the night, and 
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the drizzling rain would prevent the prying eyes 
of curioſity; and on that faith they placed reli. 
ance, came to St. James's Square as related, and 
conveyed me expeditiouſly and ſafely to the hotel 
in Gray's-Inn Lane, and myſelf perfectly pleaſed 


with the novelty and whimſicality of the adven- 


ture. After rewarding them for their labour, I 


ordered them full bumpers of whatever they 


liked, returned thanks for the kindneſs T had re- 
ceeived, and begged to know to whoſe ſervants ! 
was ſo much obliged, when the coachman archly 
replied, * Sir, I have brought you ſafe, and T hope 
« you are pleaſed;;—you have behaved like a gem- 


et man, and me and my fellow-ſervant are pleaſed; 
© but if I give up my maſter's name, you may 


t tell the ſtory, and it may reach his ears, and 
et we ſhall loſe our places: So, Sir, your humble 


tt ſervant, and God bleſs your honour.“ Thus 


they took their leave, drove away for a more 
polite end of the town; and I never during my 
ſtay in London ſaw the coach or ſervants again, 


either from the opera or the play, or at noon: 


J often curiouſly ſpied for my late elegant car- 


riage, but without ſucceſs. I do not ſuppoſe am | 


the only perſon who has by ſuch means rode in a 
coach, to which he was not properly entitled; 


but 1 hope and believe neither the coach nor 


horſes were in the leaſt: injured, which the horſes 
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es 00 kkely' would have been by ſo long a ſtand 
i- Wh vithout exerciſe in a cold winter's-night.-  - 


id About that time I received a letter from Capt. 
el N Wathen, to whom I was an entire ſtranger, re- 
ed queſting I would grant permiſſion to Miſs Rich- 
n- Wl :rds, then engaged to me at York, to have a fort- 
I Wright's leave of abſence, which would be con- 
er fdered as conferring an obligation on Lord Bar- 
e- ymore, whoſe. theatricals were to commence in 


1 dbout three weeks at Wargrave. It was a re- 


ly gqueſt very inconvenient to me, as Miſs: Richards 


pe was then in high eſtimation at York, and was 


m- WT wanted there not only on my nights, but the 
d; benefits, which were then going on; but on re- 


ay cciving a wheedling letter from Miſs Richards, 
nd Wi joining in the requeſt, and at the ſame time coax- 


that ſne never knew ſuch happineſs as ſince: under 
my. kind foſtering care, & c. there as no reſiſting 


miſſion for her futlough, but with ſtrict injunc- 


to hold in ſtrĩẽt ae beit ef this prontife 
more anon will be ſeen.” I 


Having been in town near e 3 and 
wearied with the conſtant attendance to public 


places, being willing, like a country-gawky, to 


ing me with aſſurances of affection and duty, 
a lord on one ſide, and a flattering pretty young 
lady on the other, and therefore I granted per- 


tions for her to be down for Miſs Reynolds s be- 
nefit, which injunction ſhe faithfully promiſed i 
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ſee all that could be ſeen, and having received 
more welcomes than conduced to my health, I 
determined to- purſue; my tour, which I had ne- 
glected longer than I intended, but hoping (like 
Panglos) all was to be for the beſt, on Wedneſ. 
.day, March the 3d, the weather ſeemed to ruſh on 
the imagination like a ſudden ſummer, I took 2 
place in the mail for Portſmouth, was out of 
London by nine, and ſoon glided through King. 
ton, Godalmin, and Guildford, the half. way. 
bene where the paſſengers were allowed near an 
hour for ſupper. I mention this to caution tra- 
vellers not to depend on good cheer at the houſe 


where the Mail-coach then ſtopped, and I fear fr 
does ſo ſtill. It is a very mean looking place; WW v 
you aſcend a few very bad old ſtone ſteps, and not WI ©: 
done decent comfort either as to windows, doors, ro 
fire, or any tolerable-refreſhment whatever. Ide ze 
not notice this from my own feelings, as to the WI m. 
article of eating, but from my obſervations, had 1 MI on 
been hungry; for from the bread and cheeſe to © 
the meat produced, I think, take it for all in all, Id 
it wasthe worſt public-houſe I ever entered. It an. 

- was no grievance to me, for the beſt ſupper Lon-Ml me 
don could produce, I would walk neglectingly by, WM arr. 
never having the leaſt inclination for them, and Ml was 
too frequently not any reliſh or power to make 2 wit 
good dinner; but I could not help lamenting the Wl low 
four 


paying a high e . e for 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. - 149 


d what; had I been eager for food, 1 could: not have | 
[ ſwallowed, it was ſo truly bad. Petersfield was 


e- the next ſtage, and as it was then paſſed the dead 
ke of night, I hoped for a fleep, till I got there, 


ef. thinking when the horſes ſhould be changed at 


on that ſtage, it would be no difficulty when the 


ka morning appeared, to be all eyes and wait for the 
of ſummit of Portſdown-Hill, which I had not ſeen, 


g. dhe reader will obſerve from the Fear 1762, in 
ay- November, when the peace was concluded be- 


tween England and Ffance. The 1 many favours 
and pleafures my firſt impreſſion of youth had re- 


ous ſcenes of peril and adventure, could not but 
rouſe the mind, the reader will ſuppoſe, to ea- 


on the ſtage to Petersfield, and my brain ſeemed 


arrived at Portſmouth ; however, luck or nature, 


with coming fancies, and regardleſs of my fel- 
low travellers, I ſunk into a profound fleep, and 


W III. „ 


\ 


ceived at Portſmouth, and not having viſited that 


friendly ſpot for near twenty-nine years, during 
which period, I had gone through ſo many vari- 


| gerly wiſhing for a ſight of Portſmouth. Indeed 
my mind was ſo agitated on my firſt ſetting off 
ſo bewildered with a ruſh of former ſcenes, that 
deſpaired of obtaining that nap I had promiſed, 
and my head grew quite confuſed, which made 

me fear I ſhould not enjoy the leaſt ſleep till 1 


was kinder to-me than 1 expected, for wearied 


found myſelf quite miſtaken as to the inſtinct 1 | 
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dipended to arouſe me at Petersfield ; for I . 
ſo ſoundly, that neither the ſtop of the carriage 
nor the change of horſes had the leaſt effect on 
my ſomniferous feelings: When I waked I found 
the ſun riſing, and a fine light and delightful 
morning, and gueſſed the coach might be within 
three or four miles of Petersfield, but on rub- 
bing my eyes, and letting down the window, I 
perceived a town, ſhips, and water, and ſome- 
thing like what I had remembered of Portſmouth 
and the Iſle of Wight, and to my aſtoniſhment 
was inſtantly convinced, that inſtead of being 


5 near Petersfield, I was half-way down Potſdown- 


Hill, viewing my old home (as I might call it), 
and within half an hour of being incloſed within 
old Portſmeuth gates, and in about that time 1 

arrived at the poſt-office, where Mr. Whitlow, 


the deputy poſt-maſter, had favoured me with an - 


invitation, which I accepted. And though I fear 
with the trouble I occaſioned him to give way tomy 
hours and many inconveniencies, yet on my 
part it was conferring a ſort of favour, and I will 
tell the reader why. I think, with a little money 
in the pocket, to any place for a week, one is 
much more comfortable at an inn than with any 
private family whatever: For at an inn there is 
the pleaſure of finding fault, ordering fires, and 
s what. one would ſuppoſe the moſt 
e So that with wy: own, whimſical and 


> hf Wo ny mm wt a  .c 


— - 
. 


eccentric ideas, Mr. Whitlow did not know that 


I conferred a favour. which I never did before, 


excepting to Mr.. and Mrs. Mattocks, and that 
was an Iriſh viſit; for I accepted an invita- 


tion once for three weeks in London, at their 
houſe in Covent-Garden in the year 1777, when 


Mrs. Wilkinſon was with me; but Mr. and Mrs. 8 


Mattocks were at Liverpool, ſo that the houſe 
ſeemed all my own, and was a very handſome 


one, next door to Stacie” . at the Bedford Arms, 
which was another great convenience, alſo my 
friend Mr. Macklin lived within five or fix doors 


in Taviſtock-Row, who, good man, was laviſh in 


his civilities and kindneſſes, particularly i in his 


and Mrs. Macklin's great attention to Mrs. Wil- 


kinſon, who had conceived a fearful idea of Mr. 


Macklin's auſterity and rudeneſs ;—ſo much ſo, 
that when he kindly inſiſted on our accepting an 


invitation to dinner, ſhe for ſome time intreated 


me to allow her to plead illneſs and not wo: 
However, on perſuaſion, ſhe ventured, and was ſo 


kindly and pleaſantly entertained, that Mr. Mack- 


lin gained really a great aſcendancy over her 


altered opinion, for her fears were vaniſhed, and 
the entertained the higheſt reſpec for that vete- 


ran, and from that-time to this ever ſpeaks of 


him with reverence and regard; and indeed they 

continued during our ſtay the beſt of neighbours 

and TO” After N in the ur I 779 I 2 5 
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55 


Mr. Mattocks's houſe another viſit, in the "A 
mer, when he was conducting the Birmingham 
old theatre, in oppoſition to the new one. A man 


and maid-ſervant were in the houſe, ſo it was 


really become a houſe of my own. I muſt hint, 
that when I had the favour of Mr. and Mrs, 
' Mattocks at my houſe in York, at the races, 


1776, that neither myſelf nor Mrs. Wilkinſon 


were neglectful in our endeavours as to the mak- 


ing them comfortable during their ſhort reſidence. 
But where am I? I muſt not forget that the 


reader is to imagine me now arrived at the poſt- 
office, Portſmouth, with the mail and. myſelf into 


the houſe, to make up weight: It was about ſix 


in the morning of Thurſday, March the 3d: Mr. 
Whitlow was at the door, and with him Mr. Da- 
vies, joint manager with Mr. Collins“, of the com- 


pany of comedians then at l Theatre. 
Mr. Davies knowing that I. ſoon ſhould be at Portſ- 


mouth, had wrote to me to play; but being long 
weary of the ſock and buſkin, by way of amuſe- 
ment, and only acting very ſeldom in the round 
of the year, I declined any offer, as I did not 

want my little excurſion to be clogged or haraſſed 
with acting, unleſs gain was to make me amends. 
As ſoon as I arrived, I wiſhed For a warm bed 
and plenty of blankets, but Mr. Davies was wait- 


* Mr, Collins has maintained much reputation as a comedian, 


and has a ſon who promiſes i to > and fore- 
et! in the comic line. 8 


n 
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ing to ſolicit I would play for his wife's benefit 


on the Monday following : He was backed in his - 
requeſt by two ſtrong morives;—firft, though I 
had not feen him or he me for ſeveral years, yet 

I recollected his acquaintance, | as often met 
him when I ated Mr. Foote's characters in 
the year 1760 at Covent-Garden, at which 
time Mr. Davies was a candidate for theatrical 
fame, and was a pupil that ſeaſon, larning under 
his tutor Mr. Rich. I believe Mr. Davies never 
acted at London, nor can I give any true account 
of his ſtage· abilities in any department whatever, 


as I never heard him even rehearſe when formerly 


in London, nor did I ſee him perform at Portſ- 
mouth. Added to this our former knowledge of 


each other, he was backed in his requeſt of my 


playing by the wiſhes of my kind hoſt, who was 
I'underſtood an intimate friend of Mr. Davies 

and his family. However as I was not willing to 

give ſuch a ceremony gratis, judging it wrong to 


give up playing at home, and be acting gratis 
abroad, L agreed, that if he had a good houſe I 


would not play under ten guineas. To this de- 
termination Mr. Whitlow was witneſs, on which 
bargain he retired to his poſt- office and govern- 
ment duty, Mr. Davis to the printer, and myſelf _ 


heartily weary into a warm bed, where I ſlept 

till twelve, at which hour I believe it wanted but 

one of Mr. Whitlow's uſual hour for * and 
pe, | 
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there 1 felt a an inconvenience that a 8 man 
muſt undergo when he ſteps out of that ſtraight 


path to which his inclination and prudence has 
led him to be accuſtomed; however, he under- 
went it with a grace and infinite good humour, and 
did not dine till paſt three; and as he loſt his own 


| comforts by ſuch a topſy-turvy in his manſion, 


he reconciled the balance with making it a plea- 
ſure to be kind and obliging to me. I need not 
add one great hardſhip which muſt have been 


very diſagreeable to a man of ſo very regular a 


life, he generally, I believe, went to reſt about ten, 
but with me in the houſe, one or teu was a very 
good hour; but then I could lay till my accuſtomed 
time; on the other hand, he was obliged to be up 


at fix on account of the mail: And as far as I 


could judge from obſervation, Mr. Whitlow 
ſeemed indefatigable in his poſt-office duty, ex- 
cept on a Saturday when no mail went out, 


therefore that evening or that fixth N * hal- 


lowed it. 
lhad of courſe one great luxury ho the 0. 
office, which was the uſe of the newſpapers, &c. 
when at my breakfaſt by myſelf. About one 
o' clock on the Thurſday noon, I ſallied out with 
longing eyes, to lounge over the old ſpot. The 
poſt- office in St. 'Thomas-ſtreet, was within a few 
houſes, on the oppoſite ſide of the way, of the 

very houſe where I had always lodged in my va- 
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rious viſits of youth to Portſmouth ; the ſeeing | 


that houſe in fatu quo was ſome Kaisten: 55 
The day was a choſen one from the heavens, and I 
could not reſiſt. leaning on the yard-door, and 
rapping to inquire whether Mr. and Mrs. CL: 
bert (to whom the houſe. had belonged) alſo a 
Mrs. Perry, were living, but was told they were 
all dead, but that Mr. Gilbert's ſon-was living, 
and had a principal place in the dock-yard, and 
reſided at a houſe not far above the poſt- office, to 
which place I ſoon haſtened, but could only re- 
collect the exiſting Mr. Gilbert as a ſtripling 


about fourteen when at Portſmouth in 1762. On 
rapping at the door Mr. Gilbert was not at home, 


but Mrs. Gilbert. his. wife was, to whom I was. 
introduced; on mentioning my name, ſhe ob- - 
ſerved that ſhe had often recollected her huſband's 
having mentioned Mr. Wilkinſon, and was ex- 
tremely ſorry he was then out, and engaged at 
his office in the dock-yard, but would let him 
know as ſoon as he returned home that I had 
called, and was certain Mr. Gilbert would be 
very happy to ſee me. I was then near the Ram- 


parts,. where I aſcended with great impatience, 
and do not think that my ſenſations of pleaſure 


from theſe walls and the proſpect of the Ifle of 


Wight, with the ſhipping, &c. gave me more plea- 
ſure, than even on his Majeſty's coronation, 1761. 


My next ſenſations on my captivating walk, and | 
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ruſh of fancy, as I turned to look into f 0 over 
the town, was rather a melancholy gloom, which 


pervaded my whole frame when ] recollected that 
J was an utter ſtranger to every perſon who 


paſſed, and that when laſt there T might be ſaid 
to be acquainted almoſt with every body. Com- 


miſſioner Hughes, the family of the Strouds, 


Arnolds, Ratcliffes, my friendly officers, Scotts, 
Chambers, Colonel Thornton, and Colonel St. 
Leger, when I firſt formed my acquaintance in 


1758, all lain, all dead! the tyrant had not left 


me one friend whoſe hoſpitable door would wel- 
come me in. The reflection was powerful, and 
I could not get the better of it till after my din- 
ner and a cheerful ſup. What helps our regard 


and nice feelings on ſuch occaſions is, that one 
naturally receives a ſelf-jog, ſaying “ Prepare, 
for if all theſe are gone before, it naturally infers, 
your turn in all probability will not be far off, 


and poſſibly as ſudden and unexpected as many 
of thoſe intimates you now lament who have 
been called before you” and theſe ſenſible 


twinges for ſelf, adds wonderfully. to our et 


ſbility for the loſs of others. 
On the Friday I made a long walk of reflection 
on former days, and was warmed in my fancies 


by a brilliant ſun and viewing the Common, 
Dock-yard, &c. On my return I found Mr. 
Gilbert, who was waiting to inſiſt on my dining 
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with him on the Sunday. Twenty-niné years 
made the lad I had known of fourteen, a ſtranger _ 
advanced into the middle ſtate of life. In. the - 
evening I ſaw the comedy of © The Kind Im- 
poſtor” acted. A Mr. Maxwell ſeemed a gen- 
tleman of promiſe in Trappanti, but appeared to 
great difadvantage, as he by ſome. accident had . 
hurt his hand, and was obliged from that injury 
to have his arm in a fling. He was well ſpoken . 
of in his profeſſion by many gentlemen around 
me, as was a Miſs Collins in Hypolita; but ſee- 
ing the play a few nights before in London, and 
Mrs. Jordan the Hypolita, did not draw my at- 
traction ſo much, the play being to me ſo hack- 
neyed, by not only frequently ſeeing, but often. . 
acting the part of Don Manuel at 11 8 Edin- 
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burgh, and other places. tt 
I had appointed to act Ironfides in 6 The i 
Brothers” and Cadwallader, on the Monday, i 
therefore was. neceſſarily fu mmoned by way of 1 
preparation to a rehearſal on the Saturday, after 1 
which ceremony, as that day was the only one in 1 
the week Mr. Whitlow could be abſent from his 4 1 
poſt of office, I aſked him and Mr. Collins and it J 
Mr. Davis, the two managers, to dine with me at 9 
Mr. Palmer's inn, the. Roſe and Crown i in 1 5 0 
ſtreet. | . ih Bl 
The convicts for Bete bad en adver-6 | | f 
tiſed for failing TROY weeks before that time, but 5 | [ | 
„„ | i 
1 


i” 

Z 

* 
5 

1 * 
4 
bs 

15 
F q 
TEM 
2 
A S I 
5 
7 
125 


D n 
Cu . 3 
r „ rudy 


1583 ThE WANDERING- PATENTEE, 


| the tranſports had been delayed from ſome OY 
and though advertiſed in the papers for failing in 


January, remained there till March. The three 
days I had been at Portſmouth. I had been ear- 
neſtly ſolicited by an unfortunate, fooliſh, in- 
. diſcreet ſeryant, who, for being guilty of ſtealing, 


without one excuſe in the world for ſo doing, 
having friends and relations truly reſpectable, 


and ſome of thoſe relations really wealthy, he 


was juſtly condemned in July 1789, and had been 
on board the Lion Hulk about fifteen months. 
As on that Saturday there was a chaſm between 
the rehearſal and dinner, I defired Mr. Whitlow 
and Mr. Davis to accompany me in a boat up the 
harbour to the unfortunate man. The Captain 


and his Lieutenant were not on board, and was 
told not any viſitors were admitted but on a Sun- 
day, as it would be a very troubleſome and dan- 


gerous cuſtom ; beſides, all the day part, moſt of 
the convicts in health were on ſhore working at 


' ballaſt, &c. and carrying on ſome works on the 
_ Goſport fide, the which I had not time to gratify 


my curioſity in ſeeing z ; however, orders were left, 
if I called, that every civility ſhould be ſhewn, 
which orders were molt ſcrupulouſly attended to. 


The poor man was brought from the part of the 


| ſhip where the convicts were, into the palace- 
part, which was in excellent order. and clean 


to a degree: Of courſe he was much ſhocked at 
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feeing. me, and expecting to fail every day to an 
8 unknown world, as Botany-Bay may be called, 
1 was likely to rouſe his reflection. I gave him 


ſome money, and very indiſcreetly, which I af- . . 


terwards judged was very wrong, as it was in view 
ol all the culprits on the other fide, who were 


a common fight at that time, and to moſt of them- 
ſo tempting a bait, that I dare ſay ſeven out of ten 
would, with an hour's liberty, have hazarded their 

; necks once more for it. I told him not to pine 
1 or think hard on what he had juſtly inflicted upon 
7 himſelf, without any one motive of diſtreſs or 
. want. Mr. Davies ſaid, “O Mr. Wilkinſon, you 
1 are too ſevere upon the poor man, it is too late 
8 to recal what is paſt, and he may turn out a 
5 good and a fortunate man yet.” I anſwered Mr... 
5 Davies, that he miſtook me if he judged from my 
f manner or words that I meant in ſuch a ſerious 
t ſituation as the unhappy man ſtood, either to 
0 convey authority, the want of forgiyeneſs, or the 
y hopes of his not doing well, here or hereafter; his 
5 reflections and ſufferings would I hope produce 
5 thoſe ſalutary effects, but what I meant by ſpeak-. 


. ing to bim with firmneſs, was to let his late 
e dreadful experience arm his mind to encounter 
his misfortunes, with a determination of repent- 
1 ance and reformatian, but not to ſink in deſpond- 
t ency; for as what he had done could not be 
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bred to pillage and robbery; 3 as a guinea was not 
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palliated, it ſhould arm him to meet his ſuffer- 


ings with fortitude; for it was not an affliction 
from the hand of God, but what he had wilfully 
brought on himſelf, and T wiſhed him good beha- 
viour and God's bleſſing in future, and as a token, 

recollected as I had paſſed the Market-place, my 
_ epilogue to The Minor,” which mentions a 
leg of mutton and turnips, which J had purchaſed, 
not forgetting alſo carrots and two peck loaves, 


ſo after warming myſelf in the cabin, where 


there was a comfortable fire, we deſcended into 
our boat and were briſkly rowed back to Portſ- 
mouth Point, and-arrived at the Roſe and Crown 
in good time before dinner. After dinner, I 


wanted to make my friends welcome, but my 


manager Collins was the only friend to the bottle; 
for after an hour and a half, the other gentle- 
men, like Tony in “ The Way of the World,” 
flinched at a bumper, but Mr. Collins and I kept 


at it I believe till nine or ten, . when my com- 
mander Whitlow conducted me home, and made 


me eat à little bit of ſupper, and I believe was 
very glad when I took the candle for bed, for he 
thought he had had a very hard day's work, 
On the Sunday, the ſeaſon ſtill looked gay, 
and as it was ſome time to dinner, Mr. Gilbert 
| to whom I have mentioned the being engaged 
that day, went with me in a boat to ſee Captain 


Burne at the Lion Hulk,. and inquire how the 
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young man had behaved 1 nder his captivity. 
Captain Burne, his wife, and lieutenant, a very 
well-behaved gentleman, were all at their. com- 
fortable meal, to which I was generouſly invited 
to partake, which offer 1 declined, as being enga- 
red, but port, ſherry, and brandy, &c. were all 
opened, and with the fine air from the ſalt water, 

I could not reſiſt a ſnack and two or three glaſſes. 
Dis was certainly a great mark of kindneſs from 
perſons I had never beforeſcen.. Their account was 
very good, as was that of a gentleman, the apo- 
thecary to the hulk, who lived I underſtood at 
Goſport, and had inſtructed him in ſurgery, &c. 
and appointed him inſpector to the ſhip. They 
informed me his leg was very bad from a fever 
and the chains, but he had only one light chain 
on one leg; that they expected an order the next 
day; and the captain faid he had behaved fo well, 
he would himſelf, againſt rules, ſpeak to the 
captain of the tranſport to take his boxes, and to. 
my ſurpriſe the poor man came into the cabin, 
was defired to fit down, and handed wine, which 
Mr. Gilbert affured me was an uncommon indul- 
gence. The reader will wonder why I treat on 

a ſubje& which is ſo immaterial to the peruſer ; 
but my reaſon is, firſt 1 am particular as to what + 
occurred on my journey, and more as a little 

| circumſtance, though trifling to a-ſtranger, yet 
has the appearance of Divine Providence ſo mar- 
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| ked i in it, that I cannot help inſerting it. It may 
be urged, be juſt and not merciful, which Mrs. 
Inchbald beautifully explains. 
„ Lord Norland. I will be juſt. 
« Edward. And that is being "Po is it. 
ec not, my Lord? _ _. - 
&« Lord Norland. Not always. | 
Edward. I thought i it had been=—It i is not 5 
4c to be unmerciful, is it? Z 
« Lord Norland. Certainly Me 
5 e Then i muſt be juſt, to. haye 
46 mercy.” | 
The criminal was ; ſaying BR happy he mould 
be, if I could obtain his pardon to tranſport him- 
' "ſelf to America or any other place, rather than 
to Botany Bay. I obſerved in the firſt place, 
. _ that I had no ſuch intereſt : and was in fact glad 
I had not that power ; for what little wiſdom 1 
had would have led me to poſitive refuſal, as I 


| ſhould term it a weakneſs to comply with it. ” 
Without a character, and friendleſs, what muſt 55 
become of him but poverty, wretchedneſs, and a W 
pining lingering death, and if known, as he would a 
certainly be, for a convict, he would never be rep 
treated kindly any where. Now. in going to in, 
Botany Bay, by being- ſo long a time confined hu] 
fince his order for tranſportation, he would carry | Jeff 


3 ſo good a teſtimony of reformation and good be- Mr 
1 haviour, as would inſure him a good treatment: W fern 


7 
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on ſuch continuance of amendment. For my 
experience led me to think, that though ſeverity 
was too neceſſary in governing ſuch a lawleſs . 


banditti as convicts, and that ſometimes the hard- 


hearted jailor was ſeldom found the friend of man ; 
yet ſuch people when they found they could with 
the-leaſt prudence make any reliance, would al- 


ways be kind in ſome degree. For'as it has been 


ſaid, there is honour amongſt thieves; ſo 1 doubted 5 
not but there was the ſinner's repentance amongſt 


| thieves. And though he was not to be defended 


for the having aCted very culpably as to diſhoneſty, 


though not to me his maſter, which was. a ftrif 
truth, but whether if he had not been ſtopped i in 


his career, that I might not have come in for my 


turn I will not pretend to ſay, but can honour- 


ably declare he did not rob me or any of my fa- 
mily. And I alſo remarked to him there was a 


ſecurity of proviſions from his king and country 


in going to Botany Bay, which was not to be ex- 


pected without character on a ſtrange land elſe- 
where; and I did not doubt but he would be ad- 


vanced to ſome place, if his conduct was as well 


repreſented from the captain of the ſhip he went 8 


in, as it had from his behaviour, while in the 5 
hulk with Captain Burne. 80 having given my 


leſſon, and it being near dinner time, I aſked . 


Mr. Gilbert to return, and having preached one 


| ſermon on the Sunday, though I could not boaſt 


. ped me by faying, he begged leave to interfere 


means that could be, if it could be attended with 
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..of having heard one, I was for withdrawing, and 
bidding the good folks and the diſtreſſed priſoner 
adieu, when to my ſurpriſe Captain Burne ſtop- 


ſo far in behalf of the convict, as he thought I 
might do him an eſſential ſervice; I aſked by what 


propriety or Iikelihood of ſucceſs, * Why,” ſays 
Captain Burne, the chief KireNtors of the con- 
« yict ſhips are Meſſrs: King and Calvert, who 
& have the command and give the principal orders 
tt as to the convicts, and I have heard of many 
& good acts of kindneſs and humanity they have 
. done, where they thought the unfortunate 
« merited aſſiſtance.“ I aſked if they were at 
"Portſmouth ? the captain replied © No.” —How 
was I to direct? He could not tell; he had never NM 
ſeen them; but (as John Moody ſays) they lived on b 
in London. Did Mr. Gilbert know where? No, fo; | 


nor knew nothing of thoſe gentlemen. I faid what 
very little hopes of benevolence and relief could expe 
be expected from any application from me, and ever) 

to an entire ſtranger, and withed to decline any I cor 
ſuch application, thinking it would not only be ngs: 
fruitleſs, but almoſt ridiculous to make any fuch IM his m 
petition. However the captain ſaid there could And 

be no harm in trying, and the looks of the pri- deſer 
ſoner ſeemed to argue ſtronger than words, and expet 


as the reſult could only 10 a a or no an- to re 
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fwer at all, Lat laſt agreed to the ſolicitation, but 
at the ſame time inwardly thought that it was 
not probable, that directing a letter to the names 
only of Calvert and King, mentioning London, 
without knowing at what part of the town they 
inhabited, was very likely ever to reach their 
hands, though to a diſtinguiſhed perſonage there 
was no occaſion for being particular. I left my 
injunction for reſignation and a reliance on Pro- 
vidence, whoſe penetrating and diſcerning eye 
could behold with mercy and pardon when the 

inner repenteth as quickly at Botany Bay as at 
the palace of St. James's, on which I departed 
with my friend Mr. Gilbert, and the water was 
ſo ſmooth and slafiy, we ER to ſlide __ 
the ſtream. - 

Mr. Gilbert 3 rather affefted at chin ſcene 
on board the hulk, and wondered I was not more 
ſo; but I aſſured him with truth I was not, as 
what I faw on my viſit was no more than what I 
expected, and my mind was prepared for; and 
every thing being ſo much more comfortable than 
could have ſuppoſed, it took off part of my feel-. 
ings; for as I had done all in my power to alleviate - - 
his misfortunes, I felt my mind perfectly tranquil, 
And I with I could with equal truth boaſt and 
ceſcribe ſuch a peace of mind, as I at that hour 
experienced: for the little ſervices I had been able 
to render to misfortune and aflition were done 


the truly good can be well acquainted with. And 


- unaccuſtomed calm of temper ;. and a triſſing be- 
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with & good and ſo truly pure an intention, that 


I. felt at that time an uprightneſs, which convinced | 
me I enjoyed that happy ſerenity, which none but 


a good action, when entirely diſintereſted, and not 
| bordering on ſelf. love, pride, or conceit, will be 
repaid for the good and praiſe-worthy intent, with 


nevolence conferred will ever quickly be returned 
with a cordial comfort to the body as well as the Wl 1 dir 
mind, and where no reflection can ariſe to difturb. WM (na 
or annoy the inward habitation. If,“ ſays the Wl {on + 


reader, © by this little account its attendant is ing 


te truth, I hope Mr. W. you are always ſo good ?” daug 
* Why, if I muſt ſpeak truth, indeed and indeed, and 
I am not. © Surely, if you value morality ſo. WW Capt 
highly and praiſe its bleſſings, why neglect the Wl prep 
„ path of happineſs for the contrary ! Why ever Wl fays 
e neglect the good after now and then getting are 
es J;ztle hold of it ?” Why, to deal candidly, it is SU 
| becauſe frailty is more inherent to our frames, and WW © de 
I find it as natural to trip as to hobble through Bl the 
life. I cannot boaſt of any ſupernatural gifts, MW forn 
and I am more prone to act heedleſsly and wrong as F. 
than right, and find it is more natural with me oy 
to attend the primroſe path of pleaſure, than | 
it is to be treading the thorny way: to heaven, H, 
and I believe it is the caſe with the greateſt « mc 


— 
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part of our human race, though many will not 
honeſtly own it; and I dare affirm that many. a 


puritanical face covers a- more. deſigning head 


and heart than that which-inhabits my breaſt or 
the other on my ſhoulders. ' However refleQions 
of good growth, on the miſery of others, that 


Sunday, filled up great part of my mind and 


converſation till Mr. Gilbert and I landed at 
Portſmouth, and with him and his better half 

I dined, and walked in the evening to ſee Lieu- 
tenant Bennett and his lady. (That gentleman is 

ſon to Mrs. Bennett, who has the pride of call- 

ing Mrs. Eſten of Covent Garden theatre her 
daughter.) I returned to ſupper to Mr. Gilbert's, 


and on the following day attended to rehearſe 


Captain Ironſides and Cadwallader, and then 


prepared for the evening's performance, O, 


ſays ſome holy one, © Mr. Tate, this is a fine 

« reformation ! good for the hour only on the 
Sunday, and on the Monday preparing for the 

« devil's houſe.” Well, well, Mr. Good Friend 
the methodiſt, I am only paving the road to re- 
formation, by having plenty to repent upon. But 
as Falſtaff ſays, © I muſt and will give this life 


0 over, —if 1 do not : am a villain.” 


Henry. « Where hall we take a purſe to- 


morrow 85 5 5 
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Fa Half. « Where thou wir lad, where ou 
& wilt ;—F 'l make __ 8 1 oy not 1 am a vil 


ein | 
1 Henry. ce J ſpy a rare inch in thee, from 
es praying to purſe taking. 0 


Falſtaſt.« Why tis my vocation Hal; and tis 


66 no ſin for a man to ee in his vocation.” 


80 0 I plead as to my ae at Panifouth, 
and declare it not any pleaſure for me to go on 


the ſtage or to labour in my vocation, but my 


word and honour was paſſed, and like a true ſol- 


dier I attended on my duty, had the pleafure of 


being gratified with a warm reception from pit, 
box, and gallery. 


being delivered my name had occaſioned much 
converſation and reflection to the old inhabitants, 
who communicated the important information to 


their ſons and daughters, how they remembered I 


me in the days of their youth, &e. which was 
from my firſt appearance on the Portſmouth 


ſtage, in the character of Othello, on Friday | 


June 9, 1758, from which time till the year 1763, 
I made frequent profitable excurſions every ſea- 
ſon, as I have before mentioned in my Memoirs; 


ſo that notwithſtanding Thad to lament having loſt 
all my e patrons, friends, and intimates 


The theatre which was crowd-. 
ed to a degree in every part, as on the play bills 


Nov 
com 
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at Portſmouth, yet many perſons muſt have re- 
mained and eſcaped Death's ſcythe, who remem- 
bered Tom Fool, though Tom Fool knew not 
every body. Added to this-point, which I may 


conclude rendered my performance attractive, 
there was a great portion of land and marine 


officers, beſides ſailors, &c. which made that port 


2 place of great reſort at that period: For if the 
reader will carry back his memory to the ſpring 


1791, it will be found a ſtrong armament was 


prepared and almoſt ready for ſailing in conſe- 
quence of the intended rupture with Ruſſia, 
which ſeemed then on the eve of an unavoidable , 
war, though luckily I believe for our trade, that 
ſuch an event did not take place, and conſequently 

happy for the proſperity and wealth of our nation: 

But I am no politician I love my king and my 


country; and pray God bleſs both, and may they 


long reign proſperouſly and triumphantly, and if 
Vvars cannot be avoided, let their fame be OW 


by well-fought and victorious battles, and be our 
cauſe as proſperous as juſt, then Come the world 


in arms and we ſhall ſhock them !” 


« Nought ſhall make us rue, 0 | 
AT REN to itſelf will reſt but true.” 


Now Ni being ſo ee 38 to © 
companys and the W TER of their old veteran, 
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playing for the managers benefit, Ke. it cannot 
be wondered at, when I aſſert that it not only 
was 3 crammed houſe, but was ſuperior in the 


receipt to any one during that whole ſeaſon, 


which was then within a few nights of che con- 


$54 


cluſion for that ſaid year 1991. 
I take the liberty to inſert part of the bill for 
that memorable unimportant occaſion, asit proves, 

| what I do not approve, either in town or country, 
What is termed the making a good bill, where 


the intended deluſive part is as ridiculous by the] 


explanatory as the enen 
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Lis — 
ron THE. BENEFIT or 


Mrs. DAVIES. 


On MONDAY the 7th of March, 1791, will be ee 
the favourite COMEDY of . 


The BROTHERS: 
Or, The PERILS of the DEEP. 


This entertaining roo For ar ſtrongly marks out the Portraits of Honeſty, Honour, - 
Humanity, and Oenerofity i the manly Steadineſs and ont of of the hardy Tar, 
and the Sentiment and % Drops eee, aro wr vie. poliſhed. The 
an highly laughable, humourous, moral, and inſtructive. 


* ur gh The Pa Fr of CAP A) Wh pri 3 „ 
5 W an n to 
E. WILKINSON, 


Sole Patentee and the Theatres-Ro Al at York and H who dels 
on a eaſual Viſit e ul,» 92 


aſſented to appear un thoſe Boards that firſt gave 
Riſe to his Theatrical Fortune. | 
Young Belfield, Mr. MAXFIELD... 
Skiff, with a Song in character) Mr. DARLEY. 
: — ee, Sophia be. r eee 3 
r Ladies Gentlemen, w Mrs. DA pets, 
ae Es oe er Boy © he Enteralnments | 


to be given at her Benefit, ſhe has, in humble _ to ſuch kind r 
with a view of obliging that Public to whom. ſhe is fo much indeb 


from Mr. CORFE, Profeffor of Muſic at t 
is DAVIES Is, to allow he? to make ber appearance'on IS EVENING. 


End of Act the 2d, the favourite Song of 4 Henry's Cottage Maid,” 
"= > 3d, a new Songs writ compoſed 1 


| Rad of a gh Wen Del on the Pain apy | 
End of the Play, «The Soldier tired,” | 
By Mis DAVIES. 


The 1ſt Scene 1 3d AQ of King R Kiel anD. 


Prince Edward, Miſs LOUISA os 


And the Duke of York, Maſter WILLIAM DAVIES, 
| (A Child of four Years old.) 


n ue wil v. added 2 much admired COMEDY, vriten by SAMUEL 


The AUTHOR. 


The Part of Cadwalladar by Mr. WILKINSON. 


Young Cape, (the Author) Mr. TYLER, from York. theatre. ' 
On account of the variety df Entertainments, the dee eee er, 
1 HALF PAST SIX o'clock; and thoſe Ladies and Gentlemen will 
to fayour Mrs. DAVIES with their preſence, may rely. there will not be the 
caſt delay in the OG and that every . e 


* 


bie entire of — 


ä 
Obſerve reader, that Portſmouth does not a- 


bound with elegant taverns, or the choiceſt liquors. 
The two or three principal ſtreets are not unplea- 
ſant or confined ; but that town cannot boaſt of 


many very good houſes ; Park- row at Leeds may 
boaſt that there are not ſix ſuch houſes in Portſ- 
mouth. The theatre is very indifferent, and the 
wardrobe not ſo good as the theatre. Indeed the 


managers are not enabled to ſupport an elegant 


- wardrobe, war being the only bleſſed circumſtance 
that can give plenty to the comedians of a Portſ- 


mouth theatre; and their vicinity to London is 
another drawback. As to the opulence of the in- 


habitants I could not obſerve on ſcrutiniſing, that 
there were ſix gentlemen's carriages kept within 


the walls of Portſmouth'by the reſidents. There 


the extortion of London is vulgarly and aſſumed- 
ly impoſed by the publicans, without the plea- 
* ſure which London affords in the paying: For 

though to pay for luxuries may be fooliſh, yet 
{till it is a pretty amuſement when dreſſed out as 
in London. At that period 1791 at Portſmouth, 
having been for ſo many years lately uſed to the 
indulgencies and the luxuries of the York theatre, 
| ſuch as being well attended, having a dreſſing- 
room to myſelf in my own houſe level with the 


+, ſtage, I did not by any means reliſh the being 


_ obliged to habit myſelf in the Green Room, which 


was nat only the claim of privilege for the per- 
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formers. (and I ſhould have bluſhed at a Wag 5 
or will to deprive them of it), but it was rendered 
diſagreeable and irkſome by the theatre being ſo 
crowded, that the ſcenes and green room were 
like the London Exchange at three o'clock. - 
to the theatre itſelf, I may ſay, without being far- 
caſtic or unjuſt, that it is neither convenient, 
commodious, or neat, nor over-abounding with 
decoratidns, ſeenery or wardrobe, nor too much 
re or e e . in a rs | 
towns 
A antes Ton of- 3 name . 
Beckwith, whoſe father lives in that city, came that 
night behind the ſcenes, he had a commiſſion in 
a regiment which was then on board the Matilda 
re at Spithead, which had that day received its com- 
ad- pliment of convicts for Botany Bay, as had three 
ea- Wl or four more ſhips, and 1 believe to the beſt of 
For my remembrance,- the well-known Barrington 
yet I vas on board ſome one of them at that time. 
t as Young Lieutenant Beckwith was accompanied at 
ith, Wl the theatre by a Scotch gentleman, who he in- 
the formed me was chaplain to the regiment. I aſked 
tre, {Wl thoſe gentlemen to ſup with me, when the play 
ing- vas over, at Mr. Whitlow's, alſo my friend Lieu- 
the fenant Bennett and his wife, who all favoured me 


eing with the acceptance of my invitation. I had pro- 5 
nich I iſcd Lieutenant Bennett to dine with him; the 


next day, on board that noble Nh the — = 
"<0" a. EF T5 
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with the officers, but Captain Beckwith was 6 


. 
importunate, and urged his being obliged to fail WM » 
for Botany Bay, perhaps on the Wedneſday, that fe 
he deſired Lieutenant Bennett would allow me to nd 
dine on board the Matilda on the Tueſday, March tr 
the 8th, at three o'clock, and accept my com- ce 

pany on board the Bedford man of war on the ad 
Wedneſday. With ſome reluctance that matter WM 2 
was adjuſted; they retired to their lodgings and dit 
ä myſelf to bed, for which ceremony it was more me 
than high time. In the morning, or rather near oo 
wa 


noon, after breakfaſt, T prepared for my-viſit, and 
notwithſtanding the fatigue of acting in play and I tbe 
farce, which was then unuſual to me, yet the air pea 
and healtbful ſea breezes, with the exerciſe I had to 
experienced on my travels, had enabled me to ing 
go through that fatigue ; which had 'T been at WI * v 
home would have kept me ill with a bilious wit! 
complaint for a week. About two o'clock 1 very 
took a boat with only one man, to row me as Ml cold 


Far as where the Matilda lay, not a long diſtance peri! 
from the Iſle of Wight; but very fooliſhly, the WM] time 
day being remarkably fine, never gave a thought Wi firſt 
about diſtance, great coat, or the late hour moſt with 

_ probable in the evening.of my returning back. lande 
The waterman with great dexterity trimmed and! 
his wherry, and between three and four hailed WF to th. 
the Matilda for my admittance on board, but callec 
a cole 


to my aſtoniſhment, confuſion, and mortiſica- 


73 . * a * 


— - 
— ͤ — 


ed 
led | 
but 
ca- 


a col beg. of lamb : I ſent for ſome. ares; rank 


tion, neither my York captain nor my chaplain 


were on board, but they had gone, as I was in- 
formed, from the Dock to dine at Portſmouth; it 


not only was incivility and rudeneſs in the ex- 
treme, but could not poſſibly, after the particular 


ceremony and ſolicitude of the night before, 


admit of any palliation. 1 really had ventured 
a long way on the ſea, and never wanted a 
dinner ſo much as at that juncture, yet all the 
money in my pocket, had it been twice trebled, 


could not then have procured me a drop of freſn 
water, Or à bit of bread ; and Portſmouth, from 


the diſtance, was leflened to my view, and ap- 
peared ſtill farther off, from the natural anxiety 
to be there. I really pitied my waterman, fear- 
ing his ſtrength would fail, from having ſo long 
a way to return, and having worked ſo hard 
without any reſt; however he was very civil, 
rery careful, and did his beſt : I grew really very 
cold, as the ſun was declining, and the ſea. air 


periſhed me with its keenneſs, and at the ſame _ 


time increaſed my hunger, which really for the 
firſt time in my life grew outrageous; however, 


with time, patience, and perſeverance, I wass 


landed once more on the Point at Portſmouth, 

and loſt no time in haſtening my benumbed feet 
to the poſt-office, where on my arrival I eagerly 
called for what there was in the houſe, which was 


12 
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A bumper of wine, fell to with the appetite of a 
hedge-ditcher, cleared every thing that was 
brought before me, and found from the beſt to 
the worſt, all had a flavour and luxury beyond 


any meal 1 had a r * pear 


ane, 


« Will Fortune never come En both 1 full: 
« She either gives a ſtomach and no food, or elſe a fa, 
mY And- takes” are the 450 8 8 8 


But chat was not my caſe, for 1 had; the . 
neſs of a ſtomach well whetted, and the feaſt 
alſo for my ſtomach. After my delightful re- 


paſt, I repoſed, and was ſo weary I could not at- 


tend the theatre that evening, ſo did not ſee it 

again during my ſtay ; ; for the following Wednel- 
day, was the worſt Wedneſday in the year; it 
was Aſh Wedneſday, which occaſioned the York | 
Theatre being ſhut (as well as Portſmouth) for | 
that evening; and it unluckily, for ine, fell that 
ee in the York Spring Aſſize-week. 


On the Wedneſday, I was to Cm for 


another voyage, with two officers, who were | 
invited with Mrs. Bennett on board the Bed- 
ford. The day was equal. to the Sunday pre- 
ceding; and the man of war's boat was ready to 


receive us, at the Duke of Clarence's ſteps, and 
about half paſt three we were alongſide of the 


Bedford. A convenient ſecure ſeat was let 


vs 


A. 2.0 oQ = =» eo __ 


OY 


fide of the ſhip, which I found very inconveni- 


ent, ſlippery, and painful to my leg, as it re- 


quired- ſometimes too much force from the 


ſine ws: However, up I got, and was moſt cor- 
dially received, very differently from my viſit the 
day before to the Matilda. On the deck I had a 
very near view of that enchanting. ſpot, the Iſle 
of Wight, to which the ſun was then paying its 
afternoon viſit; and wiſhing it a good night. I 
was ſoon ſummoned to dinner in a /pacious cabin, 
| where I believe the number of officers, with their 
viſitors; might amount to about fourteen or fix- 

teen. Not only a plentiful, but excellent dinner 
was produced; the afternoon was one of the moſt 


agreeable I can remember After two or three 


ſongs from Mrs. Bennett, who ſings moſt agreea- 
bly as to voĩce, time, and tune, ſhe retired, ſay- 
ing, when tea and coffee were ready, all the gen- 
tlemen would be ſummoned. The good fare, 
and the novelty attending the conviviality that 
accompanied every part of the day, has made me 
date it one of the happieſt and moſt entertaining 
my life has ever experienced. I had promiſed to 
ſup with company at Portſmouth, but that was 
impracticable; for had I wiſhed to have gone, 1 
ſhould have been kept a priſoner ;-but ſuch cap- 


HIM was very Nene and what — have : 


law * 
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down for the lady, but I, from falſe yalour, re- 
fuſed ſuch accommodation, and would go up the 


e 5 59 rnb 
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given ſours to the forects; I mean too much wine, | 
was prevented by a fete, which was actually 
preparing on my account. The carpenter, his 
mate, the boatſwain, in ſhort a great number of 

be ſailors, were amateurs of the drama, and had 
a aQted twoor three plays, with great applauſe from 
their officers, and in a higher degree of fame 
than uſual from all the ſailors: and their wives, 
many of whom, with their children, were then 

on board. As it was ſettled on the Monday night, 
that the York manager was to dine on board on 
„ we Wedneſday, Captain Bennett and the officers 
judged it would be a great treat to Wilkinſon, 
the veteran actor, to ſee their royal company of 
actors, who might juſtly be called the King's 
Servant. On the hint, the performers were ea- 
ger to prepare and ſhew their abilities. The 
theatre was ordered to be got ready, and after 
dinner frequent meſlages came in with great re- 
ſpect, which were obeyed with ſuch cordiality 
and willingneſs, as could not but fill the mind of 
the obſerver with the moſt pleaſing ſenſations, 
and make one ſay to ones-ſelf, ec If officers and 

(c ſailors on board every man of war are like 
e thoſe of the Bedford, we need never fear or 
cc doubt victory were little Great Britain only 

& e oppoſed to the malignity of France, our com- 
cc mon enemy.” One wanted a ſword for the play, 


another a hat, a third a cockade, all wiſhing to 


— 


equipage,. where we were refreſhed* with tea, a 
coffee, &c. a meſſage came in form, that the laſt i 
muſic was playing, and the play ready to begin, 
and as a whimſical proof how earneſt the Bed- — 
ford man of, war players were, written bills 
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Sans their ſtage. properties in time. When 
called from our wine-table to the ladies“ tea-- - 


were delivered to every perſon at table, and as it 
was really I thought; a curioſity, I carefully pre- 
ſerved one of them, and here give an exact copy 


« 
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2 By particular Def ire 15 . 
WILL BB PERFORMED BY ge 
IS MA JESTY's SERVANTS, 1 


On board the BEDFORD, on WEDNESDAY the 
: 7 oy gth of March, 1791, the Tragedy of 


cl 

The AIR PENITENT. . fr 
DONE 1 r. K EI. L i 
Altament, = Mr. STILL. 8 
Horatio, = T 8 
Lotharioo. Mr. WEBBER. 1 
And Rofſano, Mr. WOODW ARD. 10 
Ealiſta, =: Me BOWEN ke 
Lavinia, 5 Mrs. HARRENDINE.. pe 
Lucilla, _=- »- Mrs. GREENGRASS. 5 
1 al 

To! which will be added, 1 new „ Entertainment * 
| of. ; I. 
WH O' THE DUPE? 5 
Old Doiley, - Mr. WOODWARD hi 
Gals, 8 th 
Granger, Mr. WEB BER. ill 
And Sandford, Mr. STILL _ th 
Elizabeth Doiley, Mr. BOWEN. EN 
Charlotte, . _ HARRENDINE. l f 
Tp 5 


Tes over, Mrs. Bennett led the way, and the 
gentlemen followed. The band was actually a 
good one, and belonged to the Bedford. On our 
entering the quick- conſtructed theatre, the band 
ſtruck up God fave the King,” then “ Rule 
Britannia. Great part of the middle deck was 
cloſed in from above with oil-cloth : The thea- 
tre formed a ſquare; the front, with ſome ſeats 
raiſed by the dexterity of the carpenter, who was 

the principal actor, I mean as a comedian. Not 
to offend the merits of the tragedians, the ſaid 
carpenter (or Mr. Woodward) was contented _ 
with Roſſano in the play. The ſides were fitted 
up in the ſame manner, and the front and ſides 
kept for tlie officers, and others of next im- 


portance on board. A number of candles in 
front, ſerved as lamps: There was a painted flat, 


and two ſide canvaſs wings. I do ſuppoſe there 


were not leſs than 400 perſons at this play, and 
I do aver, T thought it then the fineſt ſight I ever 
had beheld, , or ever ſhould. Only, reader, figure 


to your imagination 400 perſons, all belonging to 


his Majeſty, then engaged to fight the enemies of 


their country; not one drunken perſon, not one 
ill humoured, and what was more extraordinary, 
there actually was not one dirty face to be ſeen, 
every countenance appeared to the beſt i in their 8 

power, and every one alſo from the commander 1 
to the loweſt failor i in the ſhip, looked 0 honour- | 


1 
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Aly and ſo regardfully attached to each her, as 


made the fight wonderful, and the vacancies 
above were filled with the utmoſt attention from 
thoſe whoſe watch it was from cuſtom and cere- 
mony to be obſerved. Not the leaſt noiſe, but a 


well-bred audience of brave Britiſh tars, who 


gave no interruption. to the performance, unleſs 
where their judgment led them to applaud. | 


One more pleaſing circumſtance I muſt figure 


to the reader, which was, that ſome of the young 
children about five. and ſix years old, not being 
tall enough to ſee, the officers with a natural 
and paternal affection placed them in front, and 


paid the utmoſt care and. attention to their com- 
fort and entertainment. To hint that I eſpied 


three or four ſailor's pretty laſſes and wives 


there, might draw concluſions not ſo favourable, 


but hope the ſtrict virtue of the brave lads' wives 
and ſweethearts, and the chaſtity of the oſſicers, 


will not permit any inſinuation of mine to let in a 
ly ſuſpicion that is not ſtrictly conformable to 


the niceſt ideas. But ſuch things have been, 


and perhaps may happen again. But let me 


be ſerious with the tragedy; that the ſcenes did 


not change is true, nor did the fair male Caliſta 
o into fables; nor did ſhe ſhock my nerves with 


_ chapleſs ſkulls, &c. but ſunk to her. bed of death 
with all imaginable decorum, without the leaſt 


indecency of N whether. the Soul pe- 


ritedinhay «Gans Culotte or not. The Roſſano 
of the play paſſed unheeded by, but was ay 
with roars of applauſe in «Who's the Dupe? 


THE WANDERING PATENTER: | * 


and the regard of the whole crew bore teſtimony 


of their love and partiality, as it loudly broke 


forth in a manner, not to be reſtrained, from all 


quarters, when their fellow- meſſmate appeared as 


Old Doiley. This is a very odd and at the ſame 


time a great proof of diſtinguiſiment on the part 
of the common mind; for as the Roſſano trage- 8 


dian, he paſſed as neglected as that gentleman 
generally is, but in what they judged his pro- 


per caſt, that of being tlie very comical actor, 
their zeal and affection knew no bounds- And 


_- 


I muſt obſerve that the worthy carpenter, ſo far 


preſerved the merit of an excellent comedian, 


that not a ſmile, a wink, or a nod (the which I 


have known efcape unguardedly from the firſt per- 
formers), but he actually poſſeſſed the ſame ſteadi- - 
neſs and ſeeming difregard and knowledge of the 

enthuſiaſtic applauding ſpectators, as a Weſton 
or an Edwin could have feigned; and I do not 


Pe 


know I ever was ſo much entertained and ſo un- 


expectedly as with Mrs. Cowley's moſt excellent : : 


farce of “ Who's the Dupe ?” on Wedneſday 


evening on board the Bedford, March the. 9th,... 
17915 beſides the play was ated throughout very 


perfect. It is true a trifling ſmall affair ap- 


peared from Lothario when he received his death- 


16 


R 


184 THE WANDERING. PATINTES. 


wound from Abe d of . as 
true the wardrobe, did not afford black velvet, or 
fſatinz but the hero ehibited moſt naturally in 
fleſh- coloured nankeen. And: never with more 
propriety was Caliſta's delicacy- wounded, or 
better veriſied _ aſt the. accident. pcs ſhe- 

| exclaims,.. iii ls %ͤͤ Ol d 
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. ©To be a wretched” wanton for thy teifuire, 
<« To toy and waſte an hour of idle time with !* © 
4 "My ſoul difdains thee for fo _—_ A e 


Probably. Mrs. Bennett: may: vot- reeollect 2 
trifling occurrence, , but. think I may challenge 
Lieutenant Bennett's memory, who will not re- 
fuſe corroborating what I have here inſerted.— 
However the dead-alive body being, removed 
arla- mode, according to ancient ſtage-cuſtom, ; 
all proceeded with due ſolemnity and attention, 1 

not only from the performers, but likewiſe from 1 
the angel - faced audience (for ſo they might truly 5 
be called, ) as they appeared different and. ſupe- 0 
rior, all confi, dered, from any the moſt ſplendid 


that Thad ever ſeen, as devoid of art either in their 
countenances, their inclinations, a or their honeſt 
noble hearts. 5 - « 

After the play we Had a very idterable (Gn g 


3 an epilogue. The farce of Who's the Y 
Dupe?” I had conjectured” as ill choſen, both I 
for the comprehenſion of the larger part of the | 1 


e ne ſtill more intricate and . 


0 


lid 
elr 


eſt 


ng, 
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* abi Habe of the. performers. but never 1 
was —_— indifferent judgment more 
re decidedly wrong: for tale: i id on als Se, f 


| 15 was well conceived, and in truth decently. 
executed. But as a proof that a tolerable con- 


ception,; and that quite: natural, will do, aided- 
by the favour of an audience; ſo it is impoſſible 
to deſcribe tlie enthufiaſtic love and partiality 
that vas ſhewn on the appearance of their friend 
the Carpenter (Mr. Woodward.) The play and 
entertainment over, all parties: retired. to their 
different quarters; e, the quality-part of. the 
audience; to regale at a ſupper ready on the 
table, and the performers to drink ours and their 
own :healths in their dreſſing- room, where 9 
tually a kind of marque or tent was marked and 


_ cloſed round; where they only for that evening 


preſided and regaled; and where they talked over 
the feats they had done; for I had curioſity after 
ſupper to ſtep aſide; when I heard our Lothario and 
Caliſta protounce.moſt emphatically, . Dam'ee, 
Jack, but I had like to have been out in that: 
e there ſpeech to Caliſtar, but tack d about and 
got to the right, and don't think that Mr. Tork 
C Actor found me out, as how ſo be I was like 


e to have been out as it vere.—Come, Jack, here's . 


« to thee, and thus they proceeded in a regular 


green room converſation. In ſhort, with fo many 


n hr never ow ſuch a ſcene of univerſal : 


1 
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happineſs; and a pleaſure in being . civil, 
and ſenſibly obliging; for the features, to gueſs 
ol „ A8 far as | 


at of a weak or a wicked man, was n. 
my penetration led, to be, even by Lavater, ſurmi- 


ſed or gueſſed at, in that whole large and unex- 
ampled well-behaved community, particularly n 
when the numbers, degrees, and various ſitua- 
tions of men and minds are to be included. At 
ſupper, myſelf, like poor Obadiah in the Com- 


mittee, had been nearly overtaken; for after 
ſupper I preferred gin and water to ſettle my head 
and ſtomach, as preferable” (going ſoon on the 
water) to wine. The gin was not excellent, which 
can eaſily be accounted for, if the reader, has 


been at Portſmouth, and more particularly at 
Hull, where the beſt Hollands may be had, and 


_ truly palatable, which in London is no more 
known in general, than what conceit makes 
many men ſwallow claret for the name; which 
really good is unknown, except at the firſt tables 
in London only, and at three or four of the firſt. 
houſes, where men of the firſt faſhion reſort. - 
I beg to obſerve, that many people who drink 
claret from the name only, are ſwallowers of the 8 
gripes, cholic, and a thouſand diſorders.” No. 
the ſaid gin on that evening, at our courſe on 
board the Bedford, did not hit my palate, and 1 
jucdged it fiery ; and diſagreeable as to ſtrength, 
8 and as a anal decanter of water offered ready 
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aſkſtarice: to quench the heat, I two or - three 5 
times plentifully poured additional quantities of 

that pure element; but to my great aſtoniſhment. 
found. it {till equally potent: Luckily a gentle- 
man, a Captain Grant, gave me a pull, and told 


me he thought my draught muſt be ſtrong enough 
ot laſt,— e For,” ſays he,“ I never ſaw a gentle- 


© man more bold with the real ſpirit in my life“ 


5 Why, Sir,” ſaid I, © It is the ſtrongeſt gin i. 
«ever taſted ; I have been leſſening the quality 


« lower and lower this half hour, and it is ſtill 
« as ſtrong as at the firſt ;” Says Captain Grant, 
«I am truly glad then I have ſtopped your hand; 

« for on my firſt obſervation I only thought you 
« meant not too great a partiality to the watery 
« element, but when I ſaw you add and add, 1 
« feared: the conſequence, and rather choſe to be 

« rude, and ſtop: your hand till I knew: your reaſon 
«for taking ſuch an uncommon quantity of the 
« ſpirit.” I was truly obliged to my noble Captain 

for his timely hint, and really felt myſelf alarmed: 
and confounded; as'from the appearance of water 


in the decanter (Which actually was gin) and 
the being heedleſs, with the hurry and converſa- 


tion, from what bottle I had ſirſt poured out the 


ſpirits, had led to the miſtake; however I was ſtop- 


ped i in. the wiring of; my 1 and e in 


mouth. 


8 Gut enien belege 14 uit t W e 5 
circumſtance relative to the odd and noble de- 
es manners of the failots There were 
eight or ten men to row us ſafe to land, in the 
man of war's boat. It will not feem a wonder, i 
that after paſſing a day- and evening in the man- 
ner deſcribed, that Lieutenant Bennet who ac- 


companied Ms lady, ſhould on the ſei, after ſo 


happy a day be what we call, « half-/eas-over ;” 
it was therefore natural with the openneſs of a 
Britiſh ſea- officer, to praiſe the ſhip'the Bedford, 
and he called on the failors repeatedly for their 
opinion, whether there were ſueh a fine ſet of fel- 
lovys in his Majeſty's navy, and inſiſted on an an- 
ſwer from them; but after a pauſe they only 
minded their duty as to rowing. F ſaid it was 
not fair to aſk them ſuch a queſtion, though the 
truth might not be -doubted. - The Lieutenant 
then ſaid if they did not ſay they were the beſt 
ſailors in his Majeſty's navy, he ſhould not mind 
chucking them over- board; yet not any anſwer 
more than !. Jack, dam' ee, ſteer more to the right.“ 
So the Lieutenant good humouredly laughed, 
ſat down, and we chatted on various matters 
with the viſitors who had been with us, -and- 
_ . when we got to Portſmouth, I was out of the 


1 


The man of war's boat was ordered at half 
paſt 15 en en Greg we We arrived Pc - 
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ha the laſt, and having been ſo well enter- 
tained on bdard, and ſo carefully carried there by 
the boat's crew, and brought ſo ſafely back to: 
land, I judged: it right to preſent them with 
a trifle as a reward, which when they accepted, I 
with an apology, aſked the firſt man of conſe- 
quence, as far as I could judge, to ſatisfy me 
why he did not anſwer Lieutenant Bennett's: 
queſtion immediately as to the compliment he 
paid in dubbing them the firſt and beſt ſailors in. 
his Majeſty's navy 2- Why,“ ſays the failor,: 
I'll tell ye, my Sir; what our Maſter Bennett, 
« ſays. as to our being fine fellows, is true, and 


« we all knows it; but then vy ſhould he ſay as 


{© how. he would chuck a man into the ſea; he 
te ig a worthy, gemman; but if he had ſaid as how 
« he would chuek any von of us Hke into the ſea, 
damꝭee, if L would or any von of us have given 
him an anſwer, if ſo be as how one had rowed 
all night; but God bleſs. you, maſter, where 
ever you goes, I am ſure vee did our duty, and 
© took good care of our Lieutenant and his vife, 
and all the good company.“ On ſaying this, 
they returned to their boat, and I. received the: 
aſſiſtance of Captain Grant's arm, which was. 
rather neceſſary; for my day's- entertainment, 
and the evening's added to that, had not made, 
me more expert at . apo. I 150 | born 110. 
* e e 8011 * 
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On che Thurſday 1 viewed, for the firſt Wits | 
in my life, (by permiſſion with a guide) moſt of 


the parts of the Dock-yard: It is very odd to ſay 


the jirft time, for at the early part of my life, the 
Dock- yards, &c. were too negligently open for 
N but had they not, I had never. uſed. 


either intereſt, ſolicitation, or opportunity to view 


that wonderful place, though frequently walking 


up and down the Main Walk by accidentz and a 


large man of war, when her ſides are only 
finiſhed, is really, e ke ee walking ms 


chancel of a large cathedral. 


Thurſday, March 1oth, . my laſt * of 
courſe, after viewing all that was to be ſeen, 
gratitude and complaiſance- made me take a fare-- 


wel dinner with my hoſt, and my evening with 


Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, who, when I noticed two 
or three remarkable and beautiful birds, Mr. 
| Gilbert aſſured me he would procure me a couple, 
and ſend them to Mrs, Wilkinſon at Tork: But 
Mr. Whitlow hearing me mention ſuch a wiſh, 
with much complaiſance, on the firſt arrival of 
ſhips from Africa. at: Portſmouth,” procured two 
very handſome ones indeed, and 15 . wich 


particular charge as to care. 


On Thurſday evening, March 10 R five 


_ o'clock, after dinner, Mr. Whitlow was called to 


his duty in the-poſt-office, and I fat ruminating 
Whether I ſhould go to ſleep or write to York, on: 


% +» 
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which it ruſhed into my memory I had entirely” 
neglected my promiſe on the Sunday before, as 
to writing a line to Meflrs. King and Calvert.— 
I felt chagrined, particularly as it was a breach of 
word to the diſtreſſed; which word 1 think ſhould. 
be ſacred in the breaſt of every ſeeling heart and 
mind, without diſtinction as to rank. I do not 
think I ſhould have neglected a requeſt ſo earneſt. 

as that made by Captain Burne, but I had not the 
leaſt notion of its doing àny good; indeed quite 
the reverſe, judging if my letter was received by 
Mefirs. King and Calvert, it would be treated as 
impertinent, and thrown into the fire with con- 
tempt. However, as it was a ſtrict promiſe and 
neglected, I wrote a few incoherent lines in time 
for the poſt, and I judged the matter would there. 
end, and could only direct to London. On the 
Friday morning Captain Burne called. before I 
was up to inform me, the convicts were all on 
board the different ſhips, and that Edward Robin- 


ſon® was conveyed on board the Barrington, and 


on account of his good character, while a priſo- 
ner in the Lion Hulk, the Captain of the Barring- 
ton had received the charge of his boxes, and 
anſwered for the care of them, and I was glad to 
have Captain Burne then informed that I had 
kept my promiſe as to writing; for though it 


ſeemed very immaterial, ſtill it was a ſerious pro- 


miſe; and whatever faults we may all poſſeſs, 
* The (aid Unfortunate died in the year 2793 at Botany Bay. 


lenity, I verily believe, tends as mu 

tion as ſeverity z- for rigid hardſhips by degrees 
iron the mind and harden- it, even to the being 
callous z but mercy, with a ſprinkle of the Al- 
mighty's balmy drops of confidence, ſoftens the 
mind, makes it feel ſenſible of guilt, and ſthews 
goodneſs more lovely, and is, or ſhould, be the 
true reckiſier of the mind for the glory of God 
and the benefit of mankind. . Shakefpear- s ſpeech 
in The Merchant of Venice,” fays ſo much in 
a little, that notwithſtanding it is univerſally 
known, I will here take the liberty to inſert it: 
For if admitted that moſt perſons may have read 
it, yet they may not all be perfect, therefore I 
here give it for ſtudy, as it becomes the divine 
as well as the player, is an honour to the ſtage, | 


and would do it credit if hd core daily in err 
tabernacle... 8 g t : oF 55 | 


. The quality, * mercy i is 5 not b. Kraind! | 
It dreppeth as the gentle rain from heav* a 2 | 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleſſed; 
It bleſſeth him that gives, and him that takes. . 
„ Tis mightieſt in the mighitieſt; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than bis Crown: 
The ſceptre ſhews the force of temporal e 
1 The attribute to awe and majeſty, y, c 
„ Wherein doth ſit the dread and fear of Kings; I 
_ But mercy is above this ſceptr'd ſway,.. 

: It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings z; 
95 i an e to God even, VN 


a And _ power doth then ſhew mes be 
« When. mercy ſeaſons juſtice. - Therefore, Jew, . 
« Tho? juſtice be thy plea, conſider this, 
« That in the courſe of juſtice none of us 
« Should ſee falvation. We do pray for mercy; 
And that ſame prayer doth teach us 1 to render 
-« The deeds of weren og en 20 TG Xt: 


On che Thurſday at noon, 1 took a full hour' 6 
lounge round my favourite walks, ordered a 
chaiſe, took a ſnack at Wickham, alſo. on the 
road a peep at my old Gilpin ride to Dr. Gar- 
ney's, as given in my Memoirs, and on inguiring, 
was informed that the ſon was then living. 
If I have been prolix as to Portſmouth, the 
reader muſt pardon me, but my -partiality to that 


ſpot from. my earlier years pleads a little for me: 


But I will now Jog on from my ſnack at Wick 
ham, which was on a day ſo lovely for the ſea- 
ſon, that Iwas under the neceſſity of frequently 
drawing up: the windows to prevent the inconve- 
nience of the duſt, and a little after five o'clock 
I got to that pleaſant town called Southampton, 
which i is finely aſſiſted by Nature, as to ſituation, 
lying ſo near the Iſſe of Wight, and the town is 
elegantly built. I never had been there but once, 
and that in the year 1758, ſo the ſpot appeared 
quite new. I had heard ſo much of the ſummer 
attendance there of late years, as a ſpaw, I was 
determined te lee the rooms, but 1 8 not think of 
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viewing the theatre, wiſhing to be in good time 


that evening at Saliſbury. I expected from the 
long liſt of nobility- names we ſee every year in 
the newſpapers, that the rooms ſo near London 
would far exceed our rooms at Vork and Scar- 
borough ; and, except thoſe at Bath, would beg- 
gar all deſcription ; but lo, quite the contrary!— 

for in the firſt place the outſide is nothing but 
common wood, painted blue, and the inſide far, 


very far from being either commodious, elegant, 
or handſome; and i in lieu of being on an exten- 
five ſcale, they were very poor, confined, and in- 


ſignificant, -I mean not fo elegant as to be ex- 
pected from a public ſummer-place of reſort, 
beld out as of the firſt conſequence: for as to 
country, and every comfort; I do not think there 
can be a more alluring or healthy ſpot in the 
kingdom, and the convenience for e is ex- 


e 355 
L arrived, all well and fafe, in the evening at 


Saliſbury, and found on inquiring at the inn 


where I alighted, that it was the laſt night of the 
theatre being open; there I poſted ;—what the 
play had been I have forgot, for it was over, but 
the farce was The Deſerter.“ With a ſervant 
to ſhew me the way, I went up a very indifferent 
paſſage, which did not augur all well within, but 
was agreeably diſappointed, for it was a very neat 
theatre, very * and EROS fitted up, and 


* 
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quite circular z the ſeenery alſo tolerable. It ap- 
peared-to, more advantage after Portſmouth, for 
the play-houſe there is very indifferent, and very 
cold, I Ihould apprehend, in ſevere weather. The 
only material fault I could obſerve at-Saliſbury 
was, a deficiency of lights in every part, both be- 
fore and behind the curtain. The only face I 


could recognize amongſt the troop, to form the 
leaſt knowledge, was Mr. Baker the comedian, 


and what was more, he ſurpriſed me by being 


remarkably clean, on inquiring afterwards in 
London, 1 was informed he was confoundedly i in 
love at that time, and the tender paſſion will 
ſometimes occaſion ſtrange transformations. 
On Saturday, March the 12th, I employed all 
my noon in viewing the ſtreets, Market place, : 
&c. &c. After my regale of cloſely examining 
Saliſbury, and calling in ſeveral ſhops, I pro- 
eceded on my journey to that beauty of all 
towns, the admirable city of Bath. The inſtant 
I had with the dexterity of a conjurer, paid for 
my chaiſe, and bolted two diſhes of coffee, as the 
needle points to the pole, ſo was I involuntarily or 
voluntarily, which you like beſt, removed and 
fixed behind the ſcenes of the theatre, on Satur- 
day, March 12, 1791. The play I do not recol- 


let, but I remember well, the night was ap- N 


pointed for the benefit of my old friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Knight, and think it was The Dra. 


1 matiſt,“ and che farce Was « The Spoil'd Chud; 5 


and what is better to remember 1 is, that the audi- 


ence was crowded and elegant, and the receipt 


on that evening I believe was 124l. Bath has the 


comfort that it beſtows on performers, ſuperior 


to any place out of London, Edinburgh excepted, 
the decorum preſerved during the performance. 
If the ladies and gentlemen at Bath were to treat 
performers with that a een a arrogance, and 


diſdain that I have too often ſeen, I ſhould re- 
peat, like Old Dornton, in * The Road to Ruin, 


who ſays, © O! who would be a father!“ And 
the manner I often, too often witneſs of . The 
proud man's contumely, the inſolence of 
* office, and the ſpurns that patient merit of 
the unworthy takes,” would make me exclaim, 
0 who would be a player!” This matter has 
been ſo often hinted at by Colley Cibber, David 
Garrick, and others, that out-of Bath and Edin- 
burgh (where. good fenſe and politeneſs are or- 
dained to be the preſidents) J fear little can be 
done effectually: But all I can fay or chink on the 
ſubject, will be indifferent, as I am certain I can- 
not write better relative to the behaviour of au- 
diences (not forgetting the actors alſo) than in the 
latter part of the ſecond volume of my Memoirs, 
At the ſame time cannot reſiſt the obſerving here, 
that I never ſee a ſwelling ſweet ſcented prig of 
prank, or a lady degrade herſelf ſo far as to mani- 


feſt 
fron 
lady 
iſelf- 
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feſt Aiſdainful ſupe iority, but in my mind I quote f 
from Gay as follows, which is applicable to either 
lady or gentleman when ſo behaving, and hear 125 
{clfalovrng benu ene FT, | 


Ss RR. I W on e as by 1 deſgn- "4s 
As gifts to pleaſure our ſuperior kind, 
<< cannot raiſe my warmth too high, | 
| % And ſay of what vaſt conſequence am 2 a6 
Not of th* importance you ſuppoſe,” Et, 
Replies a flea upon his noſe | 
«© Be humble, learn thyſelf to ſcan; 


2M Know pride was never made for man. 

; „ »Tis vanity that ſwells thy mind, | 
f % What heav'n and earth b thee deſign” d. a 
f For thee! made only for our ned, 


« That more important fleas might feed. 


But I apprehend the ſooner I convey my 8 5 
a pick-a-pack to my inn, the White Bear, the 
better, to which place (after inviting Mr. Wallis 
for his company for an hour) 1 hurried from the 
theatre before the farce was finiſhed. 

Civility and attention are ſo natural to Mr. I. 
mond”s diſpoſition, that I received both in an ample 
degree, and dare ſay they would have been more 
extended had my various engagements for a few 
days rendered it practicable on my part to accept. 

On the Sunday Mr. Dimond did me the favour 
to exerciſe my limbs and his own to every part 
of Los that was new, improving, or ' claiming 

Valume III. % 
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the leaſt particular notice and attention; the tay 
aided our explorings. When in the Pump- room, 
the heat was ſo intenſe on Sunday, March. the 


13th, 1791, that I had not been in that place 


five minutes before I was quite overpowered; and 
| begged Mr. Dimond to haſten out. The wea- 
ther was ſo uncommon, chat the ſame words were, 


(from the phænomenon) uttered from one lady 
to another as they paſſed, © How do-? Was there 
ever ſuch a March?“ After my ramble, I called 
at the poſt- office for my letters, and fearing. I was 
too late for my dinner with Mr. and Miſs Wallis, 
I popped the letters unopened into my pocket, 
and as I ſtaid there for the evening, did not again 
recollect them till the Monday morning; one to 
my great ſurpriſe was from Mr. King, whom I 
have mentioned, and that gentleman being an 


entire ſtranger, J had no reaſon ever to expect an 
anſwer. | To the beſt of my — it was near 


to che following e: 


« SIR, 


4 received yours, and hh I am \ myſelf. a1 


cc ſtranger and have not the pleaſure of knowing 
« you, I am acquainted with ſome of your friends, 


« and ſhall be very glad to oblige you in ſerving. 


«.the unfortunate young man, if I find on en- 


« quiring he deſerves the attention which I hope 


« he merits. But, Sir, I fear it is now too late; 
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ee for you will, I hope, excuſe me, when 1 hint 
«it would have been rather neceſſary to have 


« told me the man's name, on what hulk he had 


« been confined, and in what ſhip he is put on 


« hoard; all which neceſſary information. vou 
'« have not given the ſlighteſt information, and 
« the wind being fair, I dare ſay all help is now 
6 beyond remedy, as the tranſports muſt ns 
«ſailed. However, my partner Mr. Calvert, is 
now at Portſmouth, and if you will incloſe his 
« jetter to him and point out the name of the 
« unfortunate, and the ſhip, where the priſoner 


«© is confined, am certain he will. on 1 Foquetts,” 
. do all he can with propriety. 


«] am, Signs 45 185 . 


Ee ans aj | 
— ö | . 25 „m. 


It i is very tes "On in my heedleſs, kink. 
ing manner, I never had thought of the name of 
the man or the ſhip, &. ſo I might as well have 
ſaid, do ſerve Jack Nookes or Tom Styles. How-: 
ever, I encloſed Mr. King's letter to Mr. Gilbert, 
at Portſmouth, but was certain it was too late 
and had as little notion that it would be produc- 
tive of any ſervice to the culprit, as when I ſent 
my unintelligible letter to Mr. King from Port. 
mouth; 3 and while that letter we will ſuppoſe is 
joggin g in the mail for Portſmouth, I vill pro- 
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Ceed and walk i into my carriage that was. waiting 1 


for me at noon, on Monday March the 14th, lem 

| which was owing to. the great attention that was ſity 

paid me by Mr. Dimond, whoſe vehicle it.was. ſnu 

Il˖! muſt boaſt on my part, that I and Mrs. Wil- wit 

_ kinſon had by-no means neglected good behaviour to l 

x) to Mr. Dimond the whole:time he was at York, on 
. but ſtudied to make his, trip comfortable : So if to ; 
| M Dimond locked on his- civilities as a debt of that 
baonocur, he was4etermined-in that point to-repay il 8 
me. The day was very fine, and he preferred ſpol 
al ride up to Lanſdown for the proſpect of the Gol 
c̃ountry, and all the ne extenſive range of build- peri 
at | ings up that road, and to return. into the low WM deg 
road, paſs his houſe. two or three miles on the Aive 

low road to Briſtol, and be back to dinner. The che 

day was fine but windy, and not near ſo alluring nary 

5 to the ſight as the day before, and indeed was and: 
1 baneful to the eyes, for it was a whirlwind of the: 
duſt, occafioned by the late uncommon heat and 6 

dry weather; the windows were obliged from falls, 

55 thoſe circumſtances to be cloſed. the whole way, tion 


for we ſeemed every now and then to be riding juli 
in clouds of ſand, and the way up hill ſeemed 4 
very laborious to the horſes and tireſome to one's ul 
ſelf; in ſhort, ſo much. difficulty attends that te- _ 
| dious aſcent to Lanſdown, that I did not think * 
that I was made amends for the weary lag tug Mi 
and dull pace to attain the To down 19 7 ng pes 
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Gand the view, when arrived at the ſummit, 
was'of vaſt expanſe, and' appeared very fine, ſo- 
jemn, beautiful, and grand, but when my curio- 
ſity was ſatisfied, I longed to be once more in the - | 
ſnug eaſy valley. And if ever I ſhould be bleſſed » 
with a houſe at Bath (though that is never likely | . 


to happen but in fancy) I would prefer a ſituatinn 
on the Parade, Milſom-ſtreet, or the Old Square, | 
to all the grand climbing edifices with which 

that wonderful ſeat of taſte and pleaſure abounds. 
FSpeaking of fancy, I am really inclined to 
pant a little with it; it is not ſo very weak and 
fooliſh as it is in general pronounced to be. Ex- 


perience teaches every-body, in a more or leſs 1 
degree, and caſtle building in the air ſometimes Wo 
diverts the mind from melancholy; as Chloe, in Wl |! 
the Lottery, rolled in aMuence from the imagi- W || 
nary ten thoufand-pounds.- All our beſt pleaſures VV | G ON 
are formed much higher from ſtrong flights of  _ Jp 
the mind, and very few joys or comforts exceed, | _ 
or when poſſeſſed yield half the ſatisfaction af- 0 
ſuredly expected: ſo that we all let our imagina- 5 | It 
tion make us dupes to our own whims and pre- | bs on 

judices. And as Ranger ſays, © We are aſhamed | #; 
and ſorry, and ſorry and aſhamed, yet we _ $i % | 
ruſh into the ſame abſurdities“ : e 

On Tueſday, March the 15th, I dined withthe Wii 
worthy Mr. Keaſberry and his family: It was 1. 
Miſs Wallis's benefir _ a e crowded houſe — . 
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indeed; the receipt was 1281. The Fin ce Th! 
Provok'd Huſband ;” Lady Townly Miſs Wallis, 
in which ſhe er received: She. ſpoke 
that hackneyed epilogue on jealouſy. The farce 
The Maid of the Oaks.” A gentleman” of 
rank at Vork was then at Bath, and was that 
night, to my ſurpriſe, laviſh in his encomiums on 

the York company, ſaying, how Bath was obli- 

ged to Wilkinſon for theatrical recruits... He 
then inſtanced, with great truth, as good actors, 


Mr. Murray, Mr. Knight, Mr. Hodgkinſon, Mr. 


Eaſtmure, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Knight, and ALL 
from York. This afforded me high pleaſure, as 


I feared I had. loſt his favour on account of a miſ- 


underſtanding relative to a benefit at York in 
May 1790,. to which fracas I have before hinted. . 
However I have ſince e that 0 had nat 

that happy reſtoration. 


But let me as a Journaliſt, or a Wandering 


Patentee, or whatever elſe you pleaſe, reader, to 
call me, hobble on (for J have juſt now hurt ny 


foot) to Wedneſday, March 16, when I had a 


friendly invitation. from my old acquaintances 
Mr. and Mrs. Knight, or as I often called her 


Mrs. Urility. I have reaſon to mention that day 
to pleaſe myſelf: Firſt, I recollect it was that year 
the ſecond Wedneſday in Lent, and though that 


Wedneſday. and the preceding one are here ſet 
down as days of feaſting and. pleaſure. yet think 


«+: kind hearted prieſt would give me abſolution at 
leaſt for the firſt Wedneſday, March the th; 
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for as the York playhouſe was ſhut that night, on 


a week not to be recalled as a ſpring aſſize week 


in that year of our Lord; conſequently as the purſe 
was that day empty at York, fortune filled my 


mouth at Portſmouth with good things to make 


me amends: ſo on the Wedneſday following at 
Bath, T-not only had a welcome, but the company 


of ſeveral of my former ſoldiers, from my own 


theatrio regiment, alſo others of moſt agreeable, 
entertaining, and manly good qualities. And that 
my aſſertion may not appear fulſome or incre- 
dible, or bordering on the traveller, IT will men- 


tion, that Mr. Meyler dined at the table; a gen- 


-tleman whoſe real worth, candour, genius, un- 


derſtanding, and good will to ſerve others within 


the ſcope of his abilities, is ſo well known, that it 


is ſuperfluous to mention ; as thoſe who have the 
pleaſure of being acquainted with Mr. Meyler of 
Bath will readily ſubſcribe to this opinion; but 
' thoſe who do not may by ſuch means endeavour 
to have that ſenſible and improving pleaſure: to 


come. Mr. Meyler's taſte for poetry would not 
_diſgrace' compariſon with any modern bard as a 
competitor; as a proof of his worth, he is unaſ- 
ſuming, and niggardly of his own converſation, 
to reliſh that of others leſs entertaining. I only 
here give a faint idea of that gentleman” s worth z 
. | 
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x though i in ſpeaking of men; women, and charac⸗ 5 
ters in general, I believe that the moſt of writers 
rather overcharge their pictures and colourings 


of human life; but I do not think that my ſketch, 
in the inſtance of Mr. Meyler, is over colour- 
ed, but under (not over) the mark. What 


I mean to infer is, that in romances, novels, and 
ſometimes too frequently i in dramatic authors, the 
characters of both ſexes now and then are drawn 
in ſuch extremes of good or ill, that they too 
often (L believe from obſervation) border on ex- 
aggeration, either for the ancient or the modern 
ſtandard: as, thank God, we ſeldom in life meet 
with a Stukely, an Iago, or a Lady Macbeth; 


yet ſuch characters may have, it is true, by 
chance, mingled with mankind. That golden 
letters ſhould adorn a real Sir Charles Grandiſon 


| I allow, but I fear there never was ſuch whole 
perfection in one piece; and I fervently believe 
there neyer yet was or vil be ſo ee a vil 


lain as Don Juan. 
Digreſſion I perceive has. not Cog me * to zeſt 


at Bath on Wedneſday, and ariſe on the Thurſday 
March 17, to receive all my friends to dine with 
me at the Bear, where I muſt add to the liſt a Mr. 


Roſenberg, a perſon much diſtinguiſhed there, 


and well known by all ranks for his particular 


excellence at peneiling ſhades : he lived on the 
North Parade, I mention. that gentleman here 


4 . 
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but on akin curtain drawing up, the clamour; he 
thouſand noiſes that iſſued from above, are not to 
be.deſcribed, and poſſibly: only to be remembered 
by thoſe. who that night were there. Mr. Kem- 
ble deſired only to know what they wanted, that 
if in his power he might have the happineſs of 
obliging them, in ſhort, they could not tell what 
they wanted. At firſt I was led to believe it was 
from the uneaſineſs and pain they muſt have felt 
in the upper gallery, from the great weight of 
preſſure; but the firſt act going on tolerably till 
the time that Mrs. Siddons made her appearance 
in Jane Shore, which I expeQed. out of reſpect 
to her, and good manners to themſelves, and 
their own. entertainment at ſeeing and hearing 
that admirable actreſs, would make the ſtorm 
ſubſide and link. into a pleaſant calm, but inſtead : 
of that it roared more terribly than before; 
ſhrieks, ſhouts; in ſhort, all the bedlamites of 
Moorfields could not have been more ſtrange and 
terrifying... Not one word from Mrs. Siddons 
could be heard; the diſturbance was occaſionally 
ſo great, ſhe was obliged to walk for ſome time up 
the ſtage, till it in part ſubſided. I ſoon found 
out ſhe judiciouſſy omitted half the ſcene, and 
made her departure as ſoon as decency would 
permit. In the ſecond act, the ſcene between 
Lord Haſtings and Alicia went off ſo well, and 
obtained ſo much attention, that 1 remember. 5 
KS 
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well that Mr. Kemble rouſed my attention and 
45 admiration of the full teſt of his abilities, by his 


N truly ſterling acting; but on Mrs. Siddons's next 
appearance the ſame alarm ſtruck up, and all. 


was a chaos come again, and even in the fourth 


act, very turbulent; but in the fiſth act, they 


charitably pitied poor Jane Shore, and let her ex- 
pire without a murmur, alſo without her uſual 
applauſe; for the confuſion had laſted ſo long, 
that the audience was as much tired below, as 
their lungs from their vociferation muſt have been 
above. I made ſtrict inquiry the next day, to 
learn the true motives of ſuch an unprecedented 


| - behaviour, and in London (unleſs on a riot) where 


they are particularly ſtrict and attentive to order, 


made it appear ſtill to me more unaecountable. 


I have often judged that envy, though cloſe- 
| Fiſted, will perhaps ſometimes open a purſe for 
| malignity to ſhower its poiſon, and probably 
ſome infidious mind had judged that it was eaſy 
to offer inſult in the play-houſe at the expence of 


2 few ſhillings, to wound the feelings of the moſt 


accompliſhed actreſs any ſtage can boaſt. Indeed 
from that night to this T never could reconcile 


ſuch ſtrange and brutal behaviour. That the cir- 


cumſtance afforded ground for a good ftory, I 


will elucidate. About a month after that memo- 


rable evening, 1791, 2 lady we will call Mrs. 
Telitruth, or TRY: was in a mixed A ans 
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as he came in 1% to Fork, for the ſummef 
aſſize week and the races, and was particularly $5 
civil to all my family; for the which 1. canhder 

| myſclf much indebted. 

Ori that faid Thutſday I gave a we ptoof of ” 
my abſurdity, which is a growing tree with me, 
and Lever have the fruit it bears ready at hand. 
T determined on two plans, that never can with . 
propriety or likelihood meet, which was to dine 
by three, be ſincerely hearty to a degree as to 

making my party welcome, and to ſecure a cer- 
tainty of retreat from the field of battle, and in 
a whole ſkin; to make good my reſolutions, and 
ſecure my flight, I took a place in the mail; but 
all this wiſdom only infured my fall: for I ſet off 
ſo boldly at dinner, in order to make the beſt uſe - 
of my time, and got ſo pleaſantly into the half-ſeas - 
with thoſe I really eſteemed and wiſhed every 
happineſs, that by the time. the. mail-eoach ar- 
rived, I had got, I do fuppoſe, double the quantity 

L ſhould have done, had I not thought of quitting - 
my colours, and like a coward deſpicably running 
away. The confeqence was, when the mail ſtopped 
for me, I was not inclined to ge, the driver was 
not inclined to wait, I loſt the place I had paid 
for, and was laughed at deſervedly for my folly, 
but did not feel the leaſt chagrin, but comfort in 
keeping my good quarters. A very little proper 
reflection would have convinced me ſuch muſt. 
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| have Indo the reſult. However, I paid for my 
wiſdom, and truly deſerved. it, and on the morn- 
ing following experienced (what probably only 


a moderate ſhare of prudence would have pre- 
vented) a violent fever and headach, and was 
very much out of order till the afternoon, when 
the ſight of Windſor Caſtle, and the fefleftion 


of the golden ſun-beams looked ſo lovely, and 
not having ſeen that palace for ſome years, it 
proved better than a ſmelling-bottle, and relieved 
all my aches and pains. I got ſafe to London 
once more, and to reſt that night, March the 19th, 


at Mr. Warburton's in Gray's-Inn-Lane. 
I had ſeen, 'when in London, the February 


preceding, all the new pieces produced that ſea - 
ſon at both the houſes, Pantheon, &c. and on 
my return the © Merry Mourners“ was acted; 
and ſeveral of the benefits, ſuch as Mrs. Jordan's, 
Mr. Palmer 8, and many of 2 0 principal per. 


formers were going on. 


I cannot omit mentioning a 8 deen 
in a London theatre without a cauſe, on Mon- 


day, March 22, 1791. Mrs. Siddons had been 
very ill, and the public had not had the pleaſure of 


ſeeing her, I believe, all that winter: To mention 


the uncommon crowd and eagerneſs to be pre- 
ſent on her firſt appearance, after ſo long an ab- 
ſence muſt be quite unneceſſary, as it can eaſily be 


e as Mr. CR __ in“ The Rehearſal . 
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| ruft of his obſervation, and he is ſure with care 
to purchaſe. novelty for his country cuſtomers. 
My orders for return, from my head=guarters 
at York, has occaſioned a lapſe of memory, which 
certainly I ſhould fulfil relative to the letter from 
Mr. King, the Contractor, to me at Bath; I muſt 
therefore recollect as well as I can, that in a day or 
two after my return to London, that I received 8 
letter from Mr. Gilbert, with information to the 
following purpoſe, which was, that on his receiv- 
ing Mr. King's letter, he immediately went to 
the Roſe and Crown, and inquired for Mr. Cal- 
vert, and was told, that he had been there a 
few days from London, but was returned again, 
on which information Mr. Gilbert immediately 
came, away, and.. walked ſome diſtance from 
the inn up High- ſtreet, when a waiter ran 
| after him to inform him that Mr. King was there 
juſt arrived from London, who was a partner with 
Mr. Calvert, and could. ſettle any buſineſs for 
him, on which intelligence Mr. Gilbert went 
back, and was introduced to Mr. King, to whom 
Mr. Gilbert preſented his own letter. And ſurely 
there was ſomething myſteriouſſy providential, 
which occaſioned an act of mercy and extended 
clemency, that would not have happened but for 
my negligence aud committing blunder on blun- 
der. Mr. King could not forbear laughing at re- 
ceiving his own identical letter to me, which was 
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intended for Mr. Calvert, and obſerved that Mr. 
Wilkinſon in making the requeſt had been un- 
commonly lucky, for the wind had changed ſome 
days before, when the ſhips for Botany-Bay were 
_ failing, and had chopped about and detained them, 
in which interim accident had brought him down 
to Portſmouth : He obſerved, there was ſome- 
thing ſo very particular in the circumſtance, that 
Mr. Wilkinſon ſhould find he had not promiſed 
what he would not perform, and indeed a fort- 
night before did not ſuppoſe was in his power, 
but he judged it-a duty to be ſtrictly informed 
with the priſoner's behaviour, to which he re- 
ceived ſo ſatisfactory an account, that he recom- 
mended him in the ſtrongeſt manner to the Cap- 
tain- of the Barrington, alſo to a gentleman of the 
name of Paterſon, who was on board and going 
in a poſt of confequence; as a governor, I belieye, 
of Norfolk Iſland. Robinfon's behaviour had 
been fo proper it ſeems on Mr. King's inquiry, 
that his requeſt was accepted and complied with, 
as the wiſh of the Captain and Mr. Paterſon; 
he was releaſed from all chains, had the liberty 
of the ſhip; and as a further encouragement, Mr. 
Paterſon told him, if he continued ſuch 2 pattern 
of good conduct, for the benefit of himfelf and 
an example to others, he ſhould fleep ſeparately 
from the other convicts, and would ſtill do more in 
his favour, for he would recommend him ftrongly-. 


=; 
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in Tork, and did not know I had been in Lon- 


don, when Mrs. Siddons made her appearance in 


Jane Shore, and ſhe roundly afferted it as a fact, 


that to her knowledge when the was in London the 


laſt March, Mrs. Siddons had given ſuch offence 
by her airs, that when ſhe attempted to make her 
appearance in Jane Shore, ſne was pelted off the 
ſtage, and the audience inſiſted on her never ap- 
pearing again ;. which by-the-bye would: have 
been more than a little puniſhment to themſelves, 


as the loſing the performance of ſuch an actreſs, 


as the age moſt probably will never ſee again, 


mult have been, ſeriouſly ſpeaking, an irreparable 


loſs to the public in general. After the lady had 
harangued ſome time, I ventured to contradict. 
her aſſertions; but the the more perſiſted in the 
fact from her certain knowledge. I aſked her 
emphatically, if on her honour ſhe had herſelf 


been at the play that night, ſhe rather heſitated, | 
and at laft replied the could not ſay ſhe was, but 


ſhe had it from a lady of 7 ;/bion; whole veracity 


ſhe could depend upon, and that what ſtie related 
was an undoubted truth, though, fle ſaid, ſneer- 
ingly, ſhe was ſpeaking of ſo great a+ woman 
as Mrs. Siddons the player. F then took upon 
me warmly to aſſert the whole matter of fact, 
and warned the lady to be more careful than to 

report poſitively, as a truth; what ſhe had heard 
23 tes · tale * merely to * time, . 
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nociate the good equally with the bad. The 
lady did not ſeem ſatisfied, was unwillingly com - 
pelled to allow me the conqueror, and quitted 
the field, not at all pleaſed, being convinced that 


the black - ſtory was not b ee over The. 


whiteneſs of truth. _ | 
I had previous to this ſtory POR in ©" 


don, of which place I never tire, ſo many places 
occur to rub my memory with ſomething. or 
another that has happened there, even from my 


frocks, and on receiving a good lecture from my 
lady at York, for being fo long abſent, and cry- 
ing Jerry, Jerry, come home I ſay; I te 


word, I am coming, lovy, Tam coming,” and 


on March the 28th, the mail-coach brought me 
with aching bones to my comfortable home; and 


by way of making peace and being received with 
| ſmiles, I produced this fine. thing, and the other 


fine thing; one for the daughter, another for 
the wife: Madam faid ſuch a thing was. va/tly 
pretty, Miſs ſaid. it was charming So with a 


draught of hartſhorn-whey, I was put to- bed, 


tucked up, and every thing went on in a decent 
| Family manner, as though I had not been away 
and I do-not believe (which-is very extraordinary) 
that two plays were altered that I had appointed, 
all the time I had been abſent. A jaunt to 


London in particular, is very neceſſary for every 


e if poſſible N A it TO: vp the 


—— FATENTEE. _— 


toGovernor Philip, on their arrival: at Botany-Bayz | 
all which Ibelieve was performed. He had a very 
ſafeandexpeditious voyage, but had the misfortune - 
to loſe his kind Captain, Captain Wilſon, who, 
I believe, was called back to England, and the 
benevolent Mr. Paterſon went to take poſſeſſion 
of Norfolk Iſland as governor, and Edward Robin- 
ſon was ſent by Governor Philip to a place about 
ten miles beyond Port Jackſon, called Roſe-hill, 
where he was allowed ſome land to cultivate, had 
_ a dwelling-houſe to live in, and was made firſt a 
conſtable,. and next an overſeer. Edward ob- 
ſerved, that he had not ſeen. any thing to pleaſe . 
him half ſo well as old England, and that will 
eaſily be eredited; but a mind could not be very 
unhappy, nor the place ſo dreadſul as deſcribed 
which could make ſuch an eaſy obſervation. 
The following letter was wrote to me from 
an officer, who called to ſee him on board the 
Barrington, previews to the 3 25 8 ie „ 


6 Dan Sin, | — March 19, 791 
According to my promiſe I went on. . 
the Admiral Barrington, and ſaw the young 
© man you wiſhed to have recommended; he had 
« already, in conſequence of a recommendation 
© from a Mr. Paterſon, been taken notice of, and 
« was employed in ſome manner as an under= . 
„ ſteward: I ſpoke to Captain Wilſon in his fa- 


0 officers in his behalf. 0 
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* your, who was obliging: enough. to tell me, 


that, as he could not ſuppoſe an officer would 


s inteceſt himſelf in the favour of a perſon in 
« his ſituation without ſomething to deſerve it, 


« he would, on every occaſic 1, if he behaved pro- 
0 perly, encourage and pay attention to him; 
© and, on his arrival at Botany-Bay, ſpeak to the 
T- alſo applied to my 
s friend Lieutenant Young, who commands the 
- OM whole of the convoy, who told me, that J 
„ might depend upon it, that if he conducted 
tec himſelf ſo well as his preſent behaviour ſeemed 
© to authoriſe him to hope he would, that his en- 
46 couragement ſhould not be wanting, nor his 
t recommendation when arrived. 
c As to Robinſon himſelf, I talked to _ 
&© painted his ſituation: in the ſtrongeſt lights 1 


* could, and recommended it to him, that he 


would, by an attentive and reſpectful behaviour, 

% gain the regard and good opinion of his ſupe- 
„ riors; by which means his ſituation would be 

5 rendered more comfortable, Ris life more eaſy, 
« and in the end. totally emancipate him from 
& the remainder of his time. 
ful, and promiſed every thing, and when 1 
E left the ſhip, I thought I ſaw. on his counte- 
© nance a beam of freſh-acquired ſatisfaction 
* and inward quiet, which ſeemed to be Rrangers 
& to r boſom a ſhort time 1 | 


He was very grate- 


/ 
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« The gallant gay Lothario has been other- 


1 

d © ways employed, than when hot with the Tuſcan 
n © Grape, &. badi ſtealing to a lady 8 man, 
t, WM © ber. 55 a 

= enam, dear Bir, 

3 "HOW obedient humble ſervant; 

6 ey | | T. P. B.“ 
4 x think 3 above lines are «ſtrongly ARE | 
1 MW and the alteration from affliction to a ſerenity of 
mind from bad to good, worthy contemplation. , 
1 I beg Mr. King will here accept my public 


_ W thanks for his kindneſs, as I. fear it will be the 
oniy mode and opportunity I.can have of preſent- 
ing my compliments, as I. am: ſtill. an entire 
ſtranger to that gentleman. I will here bid fare- 
wel to the unfortunate ſubject, with begging per- 
miſſion of making one obſervation, which is, that 

5 men, it is ſaid, are general leſs capable of thoſe 
: tender impreſſions, which the. women (who ave 


19 pat w 


formed of rather finer ſentiments) more eaſily re- 
i ceive; but if that be the beſt pretence which can 
be made in favour of maſculine wiſdom, and ſu- 


. periority of reaſon, I think we had better make 

[ none at all: for certainly to be ſoon moved to 

compaſſion and made ſenſible of the misfor- 

8 tunes of others, is rather a perfection in human 

nature, than an een a weakneſs or in- 
W 1 „ c 5 7 
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At York, theatrical matters in April, were 


going on ſmartly, but ſoon grew a little deranged; 
and Miſs Reynolds s benefit was put in an awk- 

ward predicament: by Miſs Richards, (who was 
concerned in moſt: of the pieces appointed for 
benefits) -not returning according to her appoint- 
ment; for ſhe did not come until ſome time after; 
and when ſhe did arrive, had left her avowed 
parental regard and profeſſion of affection for me 
all in a bag at London, hoping when ſhe ſaw me, 
that I would not take the liberty to find the leaft 
fault wach any part of her conduct, for her tem- 
per 5 uld not bear it; and the mamma added, 
that her dear daughter muſt not be contradicted. 


J alfo received the wig: Ny from Lord 


| AGE pad * 
ce Sin; ; : waere April s or. 
I have to return you many thanks for your 
cc politeneſs in ſuffering Miſs Richards to give us 
& her aſſiſtance; I am afraid ſnhe will hardly be 
« able to return quite ſo ſoon as you wiſh, but 


« wilf truſt to your goodneſs in excuſing it, and 
cc promiſe to ſend her baek as-f6on as it is poſſi- 


t ble. There are too many long miles between 


.us, for me to aſł the pleaſure of your company 
&* to ſee our performances; but hope, ſhould you 
et ever come into this part of the world, whether 


- 


„ hon 
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« our theatre i is open or 5560 you will do n me the 
„ honour of a viſitz remain, Sir, 4 85 | 
Four much obliged, 
And very humble ſervant, 
„„ 4 BARRYMORE. ee 


When Miſs Richards returned, bo conſequence . 
was, (as it was ſo well known how truly good. I 
had been to her, and her glaring non- compliance 
in not returning) ſhe was received very coolly, 
and it rather injured her benefit, after being 
fixed a very great favouiite, and indeed deſervedly 
ſo; for J think that young lady (now Mrs. Ed- 
win) has a very conſiderable - portion of ſtage- 
merit, and ſhalt be very glad when opportunity 
offers to- ſee her at York again, and I dare ſay . 
the public will ſtrongly ſecond me: but in con- 
ſequence of her playing on me the fine lady's airs, 
from Wargrave theatre, we fell together pell- 
mell like Punch and his wife; ſo of courſe we 
parted, the which 1 really E ee was ſorry. 
for. But the beſt ſometimes, forget, I loſt my 
actreſs, and ſhe loſt her manager, tho ſhe ſoon 
got another, and what has made her I hope more 
than ample amends, Miſs Richards alſo got her 
the bleſſing of a huſband, and Mr. Edwin the 
bleſſing of a wife. Indeed the whimſieal beha- 
viour of a ſine young girl had many excuſes to 
a in her behalf. IF having lince married a 


* 
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man of infinite merit in her own profeſſion, arid of rings a 

_ finiſhed education, 1 is more likely (if both are pru- W* We 

dent) for laſting happineſs, than if ſhe had linked ſeaſon 

to one more ſuperior. For hy her altered man- »omme 

ner, on her return from Wargrave, þ & was in- Preſer\ 

_ wardly aſſured fome glorious enterprize had taken as the 

birth, nothing leſs than a'coronet had been cap- Mrs. 8 

tivated and laid at her feet from ſome ſtage-ſtruck Ml. No + 

enamoured youth of faſhion, it neither being im- gentle: 

: PUN nor unlikely: For as Lord Grizzle, in WE: 
Fom 'Thumb, ſays, Wl 

66 1 often lords i into the lay” bears, 5 ; ; 

« And bids as oft the brawny porter walk up ſears. af EI 

ww ORE is too high for love, nor ought too low, ur 

* Oh Aude Huncamunca, Oh! OO lent el 

1 do not recollect any more matter W that 1 
Vork ſeaſon worthy recording; I gave the Wood- Wl, * 
man, for the firſt: time, for my benefit on the Eaſter Wcharad 
Tueſday, April 26, and ated Cadwallader. And an 
on the 12th of May 1791, a Eircumſtance hap- produ 
pened, which I could wiſh was buried in ob- be 
livion, as for ſome time after, Ex | e 
. i : very 

f Vols 1 bleſſed the* coming night, I diene 
Which promis d to conceal it, but i in: vain, not h 


— 


TT (for like Zanga's blow) « It ill return'd ber that i 
in my dream.“ That ſaid 12th of May was met 
appointed for the Door-keeper's benefit, a night Tg 
when tickets are as plenty, and as cheap as her- perhay 

8 N Ha 5 | 
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rings: are, when ſhoals.are to be ſold in loaded carts. 
at Weſt Cheſter or Yarmouth, on a plentiful 5 
ſaſon : the galleries were crowded, not a very 
common. fight at York: the play was Venice 
Preſerved,” during which they were as turbulent, 
as the night I had witneſſed i in London, when 
Mrs. Siddons acted Jane Shore. [The farce was 
No Song No Supper,”.to..ſce which ſome few 
gentlemen, fluſhed with the grape, attended, as 
it was then a great favourite, and a new farce. 
During all the. performance the gods and god- 
deſſes roared out thunders of applauſe, and all 
emed to delight in ſatisfaction, when as if 
«ome planet had unwitted men, and given a vio-— 
ent electrical. ſhock, the peaceful calm ſuddenly 
niſed to a furious and tremendous ſtorm, which 
was occaſioned by the abſurd encoring of the 
ſong in the laſt act by Mifs Reynolds in Storace's . 
character, where ſhe ſings of the cake, the leg of 
lamb, and the lawyer in the ſack, which are all 
produced in conſeguence of the ſong. To argue 
the right the public have.to redemand would be 
rery--abſurd, and equally wrong when the au- 
dience or any part of it ſuppoſes. the actors do 
not Hke to be encored in any favourite ſong, 
that is not too fatiguing, or too long, which is 


ſometimes the caſe; but the actor is too often 


termed impertinent for not complying, when 
perhaps he ſtands in a very-perplexed, awkward, . - 
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and Atagreeable Gtuation, by the oppelition. of— | 


Off, off!“ and * Go on, go on!“ Unfortu- 
nately however Miſs Reynolds's ſong was en- 
cored, and feeling the glaring abſurdity of ſing- 


ing to charm again the cake and the leg of lamb 


then on the table, and then the lawyer already 
produced out of the ſack, ſhe very naturally 


retired off the ſtage from ſuch a ſtrange confu- 
ſion and uproar, and the performers ſpoke a few 

of the remaining words, and proceeded to the 
finale, at the end of which 'I ordered the cur- 


tain quickly down, thinking that by ſuch a pro- 


cedure, and the audience containing a great num- 
ber of rabble, that as they were certainly in- 
clined for tumult, that would be the beſt way to 
put an end to it; however, inſtead of that courſe 


it only incenſed to a degree, perhaps never 


inſtanced in any theatre, unleſs when the con- 
vulfion was occaſioned by ſome violent party- 
rage on ſome truly ſerious alarm. The gentle- 
men in the boxes, to make bad worſe, and in- 
flame the minds of the million to à greater pitch 
of fury, urged them on to outrage, and to inſiſt 
on the band being ſent for, (for they had left the 
-orcheſtra, and were gone home,) and Miſs Rey- 
nolds ordered to ling the ſong again. I went on 
to appeaſe in ſome meaſure if poſſible: I obſerved 
| that an audience ſhould preſerve its own reſpect: 
as manager, I LE * meant to be 255 


— 
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however my conduct might be injuriouſly con- 
ftrued, and certainly deſerved the protection, not 
the diſpleaſure of the audience; as an error of 
judgment could not, with candid minds, be term- 
ed, or for a moment conceived as inſult; that 
my long ſervices of many years, with unremitted 
attention to their entertainment, deſerved their 
protection; not the cruel cenſure and vengeance 
of the public; and that as to the ſong, Miſs 
| Reynolds was ready to ſing it; and obſerved, 
that it might with as much propriety be ſung 
then, (if it was their wiſh ;) as the leg of lamb, &c. 
could not be produced a ſecond time; but that 
unt ſeemed to give more offence,—they inſiſted 
on the band's being ſent for, and I was ſaluted 
ich a variety of candleſticks, branches, and 
r Wl flaming candles thrown at my head, with many 
voices, | crying, Knock the infolent fellow 
| down? and they were then very angry that the 
band Was not there, though a very little thought 
muſt inform every mind, converſant with thea- 
trical matters or not, that it is very natural, 
when the band or the actors have finiſhed their 
buſineſs at the theatre, that they will go home, 
to a tavern, or to an acquaintance,. or as fancy 
likes the beſt, If an actor or muſician lives at a 
diſtant part of York, it muſt take up a con- 
ſiderable time to go and return, beſides the ha- 
zard and likelihood of not — him or r her at - 
Volume 1 5 . 
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home. TE is like Sir Francis Wionghead 3 


he would puniſh the rude carter, and aſks John 


. Moody where the fellow lives ? Who anſwers, 
a Why, he lives in London, like your Honour.” 
And one would ſuppoſe when an audience in- 
ſiſts on the performers. obeying- any repeated 
call, that they ſhall appear as if certain they all 


lived under the play-houſe roof, and were not 


ſuffered to go abroad, or when ſummoned, to 


appear without ſmall clothes, but really as Sans 


Culottes. That notion is not ſo far fetched, if 
the reader was a witneſs. of that night's frolic, 
or indeed when ſuddenly vociferous for God 

ſave the King ;” for before you could ſay come 


and go, or a poſſibility of collecting the band, 


(and Miſs Reynolds walking the back part of the 


the orcheſtra, (without allowing a thought to occur 


ſtage like a vagabond taken priſoner) they were 


ſo enraged at the muſicians not being that inſtant in 


as to the certain impoſſibility) that they continued 
not only breaking the ſeats, and greatly injuring 
my property, but the gent/emen from the boxes, 


made uſe of the groſſeſt epithets of His pride, 
his arrogance, which ſhould be humbled;” and 


one ſprig of valour was ſo bold, daring, and full 


of diabolical ſpirit, that he repeatedly took a 
lighted candle to ſet the frontiſpiece on fire. It | 

is true, had the houſe been burnt down, I could, 
thank God, have been redreſſed by law, but there 
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were many loſſes muſt have been ſuſtained which 
the law could not have provided for, as I cer= 
tainly muſt have had recourſe for ſtrict juſtice 
and full indemnification; ; and thank God, that 
Mr. Macklin's trial in London, for injuries ſuſ- 
tained by wanton power, and that of the Liver- 
pool riot, ſome few years' ago, have given proof 
that a poor player, when injured in his bread, : 
can ſeek and receive, in an Engliſh court, with a 
Britiſh jury, Rs OY uttenged with appro= 
bation. 7, 5 
At laſt, and in lefs tie tan I pad part 
of the band were in the Orcheſtra, and Miſs 
Reynolds ſung her incantation ſong, amidſt loads 
of greaſe, broken braſs arms, &c. when from the 
boxes they inſiſted on Mr. French, the leader, 
aſking pardon, firſt of them, and next of the 
| whole houſe, for quitting the theatre; which 
' W. humiliation he went through to the infinite fatiſ= 
| faction of thoſe who were high in power, and 
who were ſo humane and ſenſible as to think 
| whoever appertains to a theatre, may be treated 
at any time with the utmoſt indignity.—“ Why, 
he is nought but a player,” ſays a coal-heaver, 
or a chimney-ſweeper. Next after Mr. French, 
all the performers concerned in the finale, and 
Mr. Fawcett in particular were condemed to aſk 
pardon : It is true Mr. Fawcett, by a manceu- : 


vre, in ſome meaſure had that awful red | 
> 5 L. 2 
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omitted, but by a finefſe that was not ſtrictly ac- 
cCording with the chapter of juſtice; for Mr. 
' Fawcett might with the utmoſt propriety have 
remarked, that he had. done every thing in his 
power to deſerve the indulgencies he had re- 
ceived, but that he was not ſo reduced as to de- 
grade himſelf below their opinions, as to ſubmit 
to a behaviour which muſt leflen himſelf in his 
__ own judgment and in theirs ; and if that apology 
and acknowledgment was not ſufficiently hum. 
ble, he begged to be excuſed from any farther 
| acknowledgment : for as he was engaged for the 
_ enſuing three years, on a very lucrative and ho- 
nourable ſtation in London, he would that night | 
bid adieu to the York ſtage, and could only la- 
ment that he had not an opportunity of bidding 
that city a more pleaſing farewel, than on ſuch 
very diſgraceful terms. And had he ſaid this, 
it was but true, for the public of York had 
no more power over Mr.-Fawcettz there being 
but two nights more that ſeaſon, and his ſervices 
might have been diſpenſed with: And I think I 


ſhould ſo have acted, and my on opinion would 


MALE v . · . cas dw ©. 


- - have juſtified ſuch conduct. But on the con- th 
trary, in his hurry and confuſion, be ſaid he had of 
only obeyed orders, for it was the manager he fa 

believed who had ordered the curtain to be drop- 4 


ped, on which I was again univerſally called on ur 
to ee ads in the moſt abject terms, Saas er 
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unfortunate Louis of France, to be condemned 
in terrorenm—* You are ordered here to ſuffer, 
not to ſpeak.” That was in plain fact, I was 
ordered there as a culprit to aſk. pardon, not to 
harangue. But as the pill was very bitter to 
ſwallow, and hard of digeſtion, and as I felt 
myſelf moſt contemptibly, as well as unde 
ſervedly treated, that humiliation, I had prede- 
termined, ſhould not be beheld, and was re- 
ſolved, let what would be the event, rather to 
let all ſuffer in à general wreck, and truſt to 
chance and providence for redreſs, which I ſhould 
certainly not only have been warranted in doing, 
dat think I really would have been- very unpar- 
donable had I not. And indeed it was a treat- 
ment, which of all others, I could not merit at 
the hands of a York audience; fer let any 
ſtranger, or even London performer, come to 


1 York, they will-ſee the theatre, the-ſcenery, and 


a wardrobe in many plays even equal to a London | 
| theatre: I ſay to fee ſuch advantages for the 


York audience to boaſt; with alſo more of the 


firſt London performers than any other country 


theatre can with truth enumerate, as the peruſal 
of this book will teſtify; I fay to aſſert theſe as 


facts not to be contradicted, and the raiſing the 


York theatre to a rank in the world, which was 
unknown in the catalogue of theatrical perform- 


ers of conſequence twenty-eight years 805 to 


1 
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and drops to dreadful houſes; feeling this as my 
favourite ſtudy, happineſs, : and pride to oblige, 


and being a faithful ſervant to their amuſements, 
from January in the year 1766, to that horrible 
night, the 12th of May, 1791, which was in my 


26th year of laborious ſtudy for their pleaſures, 
1 urged ſomething of this nature, which made a 
little dent on their flinty breaſts 3 for that night 
was the only one I had ever inftanced of an au- 
dience ſteeled with firm rancour, without any 


offence being intended: For, as I obſerved, if my 


ordering the curtain down at the finale was 
wrong, an error in judgment ſhould not be in- 
ſiſted upon as an intentional affront ;. being 


- ſure when the circumſtance happened, that the 
boxes never could think of the lawyer's going 
into the ſack again, &c. but in that I was miſ- 


- taken. However, I ſo far healed the breach, that 


with ſomething like applauſe, I made my bow 
and retired, but I cannot ſay a happy exit, for 1 
was heart ſtruck, and could not have believed, 
when I had toiled in the vineyard ſo ardently to 
. pleaſe, that they would on any occaſion have 


treated me ſo unlike a gentleman. Anger is 


one thing, but contumely another's _ is e | 


be never ceaſing in my expences for decorations. 
in ſome degree, and that ardour to pleaſe never 
damped, though the curtain too often draws up 
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more grating; therefore the kind of Pardon 1. 
| received, made me 1 | | | 


60 Fine, fine is 1 wound, | : 
« And hard to trace, where ſharp ankindneſs fries; 


« Therefore they thought, I was not ſtruck at all: 
r But heav'n rejected that pies, and in my heart TRE 
10 Saw the dire arrow rankle.“ | "Timon. 


And 3 it ſtruck deep: It was many days 7 
before I could reconcile myſelf to the little de- 
gree of regard I experienced that the public had 
for me, or they could not have carried the giant 
arm of power to ſo . and ſo e a 
Mr. Woodfall' s opinion 5 the matter was a 
very juſt one, and was to the following effect in 
the Morning Chronicle, wherein he ſays (after 
ſpeaking of the aka error and abſurdity in 
wanting the repetition of. the conjuring ſong) 
that it was not the only inſtance of an audience 
being determinately wrong, It will be a natural 
queſtion to inquire, © Good God! Wilkinſon, 
had you no friends to interfere on ſuch an ex- 
© traordinary procedure, to ſoften, or at leaft en- 
« deavour to palliate and relieve you in your 
“e pitiable ſituation ?”—And it is no more ſtrange 
than true to declare, © Indeed I had not;” and 
yet I can with honour and truth boaſt of many 
AE and reſpectahle friends 1 in the city of 
| RL | 


- 
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York, ko: wore then and ſtill prove they re- 


main to be ſo in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. But the af- 
fray happened on ſuch a particular night in the 
ſeaſon, that few, if any had been there in the 
_ courſe of the evening; for three parts of that 
audience conſiſted of perſons who ſeldom attend 


| the theatre, yet were glad of an opportunity to 


ſhew ſelf-authority. 


Levelling is a ſyſtem that has injured greater 
perſonages than Tate Wilkinſon: And what is 


more extraordinary, as a proof of that aſſertion, 


de riot of that evening, though a ſerious tragedy 


to me, was not of moment ſufficient for the 


next day's converſation, nor ſuppoſed: as a mat- 


ter worthy conſideration, more than a ridiculous 


mob had inſiſted upon ſome frivolous matter, 


which had occaſioned ſome diſturbance in the 


theatre, and that diſturbance not deſerving. in- 


quiry, and for no other reaſon than becauſe it 
was the Door-keeper” s Benefit : And the only 
ſalutations I had the next day, or the day aſter 


that, were not of comfort and conſolation, but, 
« Oh, Wilkinſon, you had a fine riot and con- 
« fuſion J hear laſt night, I am glad I was not 
cc there“ But then, They ſaw it not, as 
Othello ſays; * They felt it not like me,” nor | 
were they ſpectators of my diſgrace; they be- 


held not the flying oranges and rotten pippins, 


5 nor the glaring fiery candles; « they ſlept that . 


— 
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ng watts 3 it harm'd not them; ' they had not. . 
<« my thorny pillow ; and when a week had given . 
me time to reflect, I agreed with Mr. Woodfall, _ 
that when an audience 1 is palpably wrong, which . 
muſt be allowed as a poſſible wonder to happen, , 
as I am as equally convinced the manager and 
the actor may both too frequently be; yet on 
ſuch occaſions all way ſhould certainly be given 
to the ſuperior governing power, the audience; 
becauſe if they exact perforce, as they always 
can, and well know their power to command to 
a degree of ſeverity, it 1s. ridiculous. and wrong 
to intervene with an opinion to the contrary, . 
however right, particularly when a number . | 
in a rage without. confideration, and at ſuch a 1 
moment of phrenzy mercy is not to be expected i 
for a ſtrong force attacks the citadel, and allows 
no quarter, but expects the cry of Mercy, 
mercy ! we are fallen.” For if. the command is 
abſolute, to contend. is impotent and yain; and if. 
the manager is right, which may - occaſionally _ 
happen, yet the abſurdity. reſts with the audience, 
and the manager has nothing to do with it, his 
. conſcience: (God bleſs his purity) on ſuch an ad- 
venture or accident is clear. But they certainly 
ſhould leave a little guard and power in the 
hands of a manager, or who is to keep any kind 
of decorum in a theatre, if the unruly numbers 


are not to n ſome kind of theatrical * and 
| Is 
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allow the manager to be at leaſt equal to a petty 
conſtable. I may conclude my ditty with hoping 8 


ſuch a confuſion may not happen again; for it 
really rooted up all my imaginary theatrical dig- 


nity, and made me wiſh for the chimney corner 


of life, agreeing with Cato, chat 
8 The poſt of honour i is a private ſation,” 


But during my remaitder of ile be it or 


ſmort, I do not think I ever ſhall attain that en- 
viable lot, though I have recently had an oppor- 
tunity; but a family calls aloud for perſeverance, 
a voice I cannot contradict or thwart ; therefore 
T wiſh myſelf and theatrical veſſel calm ſeas, au- 


| ſpicious gales, and to fail ſo expeditiouſly as ſhall. 


bear me, I hope, to my ſeat aloft, or to the abyſs 
of oblivion. And really when the bark grows 
old and ſhattered in the ſervice, it ſhould obtain 
for the few ſhort years it can keep together, a 
ſafe and comfortable harbour, the faults of the 
commander be forgiven, and let him as an old 
man talk awhile and fink to reſt. The treatment 

funk ſo deep on my mind at that time, * 1 
. moſt fervently wiſhed that | 


I had been born ſome happy village ſwain, 
« And never known a life ſo great, ſo vain, * 


And though the reader may perhaps doubt my 


ſeelings being ſo very delicate and excruciating, 


* 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 231. 


yet 1 do ſolemnly affirm, that I felt ferioully: hurt 
and chagrined : But Garrick had the benches oc- 
caſionally thrown at him; and I, like the devil 
| "7 ſick, a Monk would be, and one Ye was, 


ed, chat I were young again,” | 8 


Which many like me languiſh for in vain 3 then 


were I to begin aged 21, and arrived at what I 
never have done yet, the age of maturity, I 


thought I would have begun my career with 


ſome portion of prudence, as a little eſtate to 


improve at the beginning of life, and with that 


ingredient (far better than money) I ſhould with 


frugality have made a good beginning as a foun- 


dation for a good ending: — But alas that was but 


viſionary, as I neither can be ground young again, 
nor become ſo good as I ought, I muſt now endea- 
vour to purchaſe content, and keep her company 


as long as I can, and be well pleaſed with the good 
firloin on the ſocial board; for who has not 
plagues of one ſort; or e e my betters, I 


know, are not exempt from fortune's fickle dince, 


her ſmiles and her frowns,, and her ups and her 
downs. 


She mie our minds Geral vic keep, 
65 Aud like Macbeth doth mur der lleep.” 


. 


" But ys we will let the curtain 3 over the 


rack of May 1791, andbe mag riot no more remem- 


# 


3 
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bered, but buried in forgetfulneſs, and 1 ien = | 


the memory with Monday the 16th of May, 
which cloſed the York theatre for that ſeaſon, 


and all in good humour, with the opera of The 


| oodman,” and what was very apropos. after 

the late misfortune, the new farce of The 
Merry Mourners,” which was received with ap- 
plauſe and was well acted: Mr. and Mrs. Faw- 
cett and Mr. Penſon doing great juſtice to the 


characters of Joey and Ar. us . ae. 


top. 
Leeds W opened on Tueſday, May. the 


1 17th, where Miſs Reynolds was much admired 
on her firſt a in the character of | 


Roſetta. 
Mrs. Eſten, as on her now to bc playdis 
one night only, on ſhares, to a very genteel and 


crowded theatre on Friday, May 27, 1791. She 
ated Letetia Hardy and her dear ene 


character of Roxalana. 


A young gentleman of a genteel 3 was. 
ſtrongly recommended to me from Bath, his 
name was ELLIs rox, he had never been on the 

ſtage but once, and that was at Bath, in the 

cCharacter of Treſſel, where his reception was 
' wonderful; but there was not a conveniency of 


engaging him at that late part of the ſeaſon. Mr. 


Wallis recommended him to me as a ſecond Gar- 


rick. However, as ſoon as J heard him rehearſe 


Treflel I YI engaged * but 1 not. an 
opportunity (from one cauſe or another) to intro= _ 
duce him till Monday, May the 3oth, at Leeds, 
when he acted Dorilas in Merope with much ap- 
probation, and has continued ſo i improving, that 
he is now univerſally liked as a young actor of 
riſing merit. His perſon. is very good, his fea». 
tures and voice very pleaſing, but his powers not 
extenſive. He not only is of great ſervice to me 
now, and daily improving, but will prove a loſs 
to me whenever he goes, which it is very likelfx 
he will, as youth is prone to change, and I am 
ſure he will be an acquiſition to any theatre; for 
play where he will as a young gentleman, if he 
behaves as well as he has with great propriety 
done with me, he will prove a credit to his pro- 
feſſion, and cannot diſpleaſe the moſt rigid critic, 


when beheld as a young ee being not yet ar- 
rived at the age of twenty-one. I muit hint to 


him, that a little more levity and fire would help 
him; for he has not, the too natural error of 
youth, too much rant, but wants a little more 
Wy and es „ 


® 8 1 i a 3 5 Mr. Endon left. me <p 3 an en- 
gagement at the Bath theatre, where he has luckily met with 


much favour and ſucceſs, and to my aſtoniſhment has entered 1 


the liſts for obtaining prizes in the muſical departments as a 
ſinger; in which attempt he has performed prodigies of enter- 


priſe, . with triumphs e and e 9 


.- 
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Mr. Yates about that time, 1791, was in great 


want of actreſſes, ſo I parted, during his Bir- 
mingham ſeaſon, with Miſs Cleland for his ſer- 
vice, and engaged a Mrs. ACHMET, of whoſe 
fame and beauty I had heard much from Ireland, 
but was much diſappointed 3 I had armed my 
eyes with all the force I could muſter, to with- 
- ſtand the dazzling blaze of beauty; I expected to 


beſiege all hearts on the night ſhe made her entre 


at Leeds, Monday June the acth, in the cha- 


racter of Roſalind, but except a well- made figure, 


the boaſted charms. (of which I had heard ſuch a 


profuſion of praiſes) were all fled, though on the 
Whole a good perſon; but the performance of 
Roſalind was ſo very tame and. inſipid, it was 
below mediocrity. She, ſaid ſhe never was ſo. 
frightened or. ſo low ſpirited, but unfortunately. 


my reliance on fame, who had with poſting wings 
trumpeted moſt loudly on the exceſs of merit, 


and eyes moſt irreſiſtible, had led me into the 


| puff extreme, which of. courſe tumbled my vera- 
city and Judgment head-long down on the public 


opinion: For the audience as well as myſelf were 
ſo much diſappointed i in their raiſed expeCtations, 


that I was under the neceſſity of compounding 
the matter with Mrs. Achmet as well as I could, 


and ſhe never ee at 20s Leeds. Wezge 


again. 
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The theatre was ſhut for the ſeaſon with Mr. 

Cummins's benefit on Wedneſday July the 20th. 
It was ſooner than uſual, as I had only a fort- 
night to ſupply my Pontefract ſhort ſeaſon, wing 
to Oratorios being appointed at York for the ſe- 
cond ſummer aſſize-week at the Cathedral; at 
which performances, as Madam Mara, Mr. Kelly, 
Mr. Harrifon, and: Mrs. Crouch were to aſſiſt, 
I was induced to quit Leeds ſooner than uſual, 


as the concourſe of company which would afſem= 


ble on that occaſion was expected to be very nu- 
merous and productive, and of courſe I could not 
idly let ſlip ſuch a lucrative proſpect but muſt- 
have a dabble for the loaves and fiſhes. I there- 
fore opened Pontefract theatre on July the 22d, 
where nothing happened more or-leſs than a very 
genteel encouragement. © Many readers will per- 
_ haps ſay, they would willingly excuſe the repeti- 
tion of opening one theatre, and then another, 
as the tautology makes it tedious, to which I 
readily agree, and ſubmit to the propriety of ſuch 
obſervation, but as an excuſe, think this being a 
' ſort of theatrical and hiſtorical regiſter, perhaps 
twenty years hence it may be actually neceſſary 


to know how the ſeaſons of my preſent circuit | | 


were conducted. And in point of wagers, as to 
when ſuch or ſuch an actor or actreſs appeared, 


or when ſuch. a theatre was opened or ſhut, 'or 


| > 
. 
i 
þ 


17 5 


0 any 3 year, it may bo. Sands a journal 
of good information, as I do affirm the dates to 
be ſtrictly od; tos and a * e. 
F 
At pontefract Miſs. hy 7 was. ki ex- 
= weptaly ill: She performed during that very thort 
ſeaſon, but came with me in my chaiſe to York. 


much indiſpoſed. I had got a ſevere cold the 


night of my Leeds benefit, on Tueſday July 12, 
by walking home after playing Cadwallader in 
aà ſevere rain; and whether from accident or 

Pant of care, it increaſed and kept me an inva- 
d till the 5th of Auguſt, . I went home to 


Teck for the A . 


Miſs Richards left me Auguſt 85 in 3 5 
i our diſagreement mentioned in April. I be- 
lieve ſne went with her mother to Margate theatre. 


Pontefract trip concluded Friday Auguit 5, 
1791; and as a never failing magnet, I engaged 
no leſs a ſtage perſonage than Mrs. Jordan, who 5 
il ſhe is not great in perſon, ſhe was and is in 


her ſtage reputation; and Mrs. Jordan had never 


acted at York from the time ſhe had left me, in 

n er. 

"at Drury-Lane. OE. 8 

The reader will have obſerved FE 1 re 1 ; 
che pleaſure of Mrs. Jordan's aſſiſtance now and 

- then at Leeds, and once at Wakefield, but not 


the autumn 1785, to join his Ve 


— 


SB 
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at Tork, nor would her ſituation at London per- 
mit her performing with me at any other ſeaſon 
of the year, when my theatres were opened at 
Doncaſter and EM | 
From Mrs. Jordan's ae fame, and not e 
hand at York ſo long, I flattered myſelf. and her 


with great doings.. She was to play on ſhares,, 
on the ſame terms which Mrs. Siddons and Mifs. 


Farren had done, and was to have a clear benefit 
on the Saturday in the aſſize week, conditionally: 
acting any night I choſe to appoint in the week fol- 
lowing, which was fixed as the muſical feſtival 
week. This eircumſtance, if the reader is one 
of the ſock or buſkin, I beg may be fayoured. 
with attention, as it leads to particular incident. 
Previous to my arrival at Tork, when L had 
ſettled matters with Mrs. Jordan, which were 
not eaſily adjuſted, I advertiſed . The Coun- 
try Girl and Nell in the Devil to Pay, by 
Mrs. Jordan, and that I had the honour to in- 
form the public, that lady was engaged for 
the ſix nights during that ſummer aſſize week.” 
When Larrived at York Mrs. Jordan was there, 
and poſitively refuſed Nel, which I was extremely 
forry for. As Mrs. Jordan in 1786 would have 
ſung two or three ſongs in addition, had it been 
requeſted but Mrs. Jordan of 1791 faid her 
b was in fo. tas _ and * ſpit= | 
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ting of blood from exertion was ſo frequent, that” 
ſhe would not play Nell on the Monday. I knew 
it would be a great diſappointment 3: for though 
the Country Girl might fill- the houſes im Lon- 
don, it was mt held by the ladies of York in eſti- 
mation, but termed. rude and vulgar, which no 


performer could induce them to wiſh to ſee, but 


the faſhion of Mrs. Jordan excepted, As I knew 
Are. Wilfull' would not do it, more ſolicitation 
would have been fruitleſs as well as troubleſome 


to her and myſelf, and all to no purpoſe, ſo I al- 
tered The Devil to Pay” to the farce of © The 


Mock DoQor,” Gregory Mr. Faweett. On Mon- 
day, Auguſt the 8th, Mrs. Jordan did act the 


Country Girl, but there was not any rage to ſee 
her, and, as I feared, there was no half price, 
which kata have been conſiderable. had ſhe 
acted Nell, and the boxes were not greatly taken. 


She really was in what might with truth be called 


the devil of a humour. She ſaid to me, that * had 
the audience poſſeſſed life or ſoul ſhe would have 


introduced a ſong.” I begged, if ſhe would not 


gratify the audience, that ſhe would make me 
happy by her ſinging it, and begged ſhe would 


oblige me: It was a ſong wrote by Miſs Ryder, 


daughter to the late comedian of that name. She 
did SING it; and had the audience not felt the 
force of her merit they might have been termed 


urn - 0 A 
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tupid z—but the whole theatre was one voice, 
one ſoul, one mind, to burſt into loud encores, 
and do her great merit juſtice. After that ſhe 
fell into the ſulks again, and the play did not go 
off ſo well as I could have wiſhed. © 

On Tueſday, Auguſt the 8th, The Tip. to 
Scarborough, ” and “ The Devil to Pay,“ Miſs 
Hoyden and Nell Mrs: Jordan, was the bill of fare. 


Mrs. Jordan's Hoyden was greatly received. The 


Jordan was herſelf again ;—ſhe ſupped. with me, 
and all was hilarity and good humour. 

On Wedneſday the gth, “ The Belles Strata- 
gem” with 5 The Spoiled Child; Lztitia Hardy 
and Little Pickle Mrs. Jordanz—but unfortunately 
the ladies of York had not yet been ſo over- 
powered by the powerful rod of the London 
faſhion, as to fall down and worſhip Mrs. Jordan 
in the real fine lady. The receipt was of courſe 
ſhameful to a degree, her eſtabliſhed reputation 
and real merit conſidered ;; and Mrs. Jordan was 
ſo much enraged and offended, that her acting 


only-ſerved to convince the obſeryers who looked 


with a wary eye, that ſhe was not the fort that 
night, till ſhe appeared in a more natural ele- 

ment in the /ea-ſervice as a young ſailor, and _ 
ſhewed her parts, not as Miſs Hardy, but habited 
more properly in her jacket and trowſers. How- | 


ever though her court-like behaviour made a 
conqueſt of Doricourt only, her Little Pickle, 


240 


like der Hoyden and her Nell, was ſo excellent, 


that from the lady in diſguiſe Mrs. ee e 


herſelf again, with her 


cc 1 8 l 1 8 W 
© Nods and becks, and wreathed ſmiles; 
With Sport, that wrinkled Care derides, 
60 And Py bold, both his ſides.” 3 5 


But che Eüphrofpyne of A Weanefiticy: left all 


the natural archneſs of the Jordan. behind, never 
to return that week to York ſtage again; for the 


- unlucky Thurſday evening the had fixed on Roſa- 
Hind in © As You Like It.“ Much had been ſaid 
of her Rofalind; the London papers had echoed 
ſhouts of applauſe, and proofs of ſterling genius 


innumerable when Mrs. Jordan charmed the ad- 
miring crowds 3 and it being a well-eſtabliſhed 
play, there Was a nl 1 attendance of 


company. 
No one e Mrs. Verdis more cabin I "A 
but T'am here a chronologer of hiſtorical dramatic 
hiſtory, and though that actreſs cannot play any 
character ill, yet when ſuperior eminence is held 
forth, the expectation of the public may be raiſed 
too high; and whenever the partiality, as well as 
aſſumed right of privilege of judging for them- 
ſelves happens, it always ſhews its opinion by an 
overdoing of laviſh praiſes, or on the other part, 

a chilneſs that goes to the heart of any performer, 
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400 particularly when ſuch coldneſs happens to a 
favorite performer from London city, where to 
one of their on children, in the dramatic art, 
they are indulging mne even to 8 exceſs ot 
fondling extolment. | 
Now it ſo happend, as the dey will 3 
that Mrs. Jordan two of the nights preceding 
that week, had not evinced a deſire of pleaſing, 
but rather an indifference, not only as to how ſne 
acted, but to ſpeak truth, too often had con- 
veyed a contemptuous opinion of her judges; 
which though not done by words, might, by 
people leſs acute in diſcernment than thoſe of the 
ſharp Yorkſhire breed, have been eaſily perceived. 
And Every audicnce, whether little or numerous, 


bk 


13 
whether in a London theatre or in a barn, will 
d aſſume their undoubted mobs of power and judg= 


ment. 
| Now Mrs. J 8 from not mocking 8 
o, from her acting of Roſalind, and hearing that 
ic Mrs. Eſten had received wonderful approbation 

1 at Vork i in that character, could not bear the 0 
Id thought of ſo inſignificant a rival, as ſhe then 
d thought that. lady, and perhaps does ſtill to this 

as day; ſhe by degrees began that night firſt to pin, 

n- I then to ſew; and by degrees bolt and bar up all 

an her acting, though the audience was faſhionable, . 

rt, and every regard and attention paid her by Sir 

r, 8. ArmYagh the then en Sheriff, and the 
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gentlemen of the Grand Juryz ; yet when the ap- 
plauſe ſunk into more and more languor, me 


fell into a feeble vapour, and merely got through 


the part, very little better than would an actreſs 


of leſs renown; and to finiſh the evening's enter- 


tainment, with all the coolneſs requiſite for a hot 


night in the month of Auguſt, ſhe had alſo to 


wade through (to pleaſe herſelf, not my recom- 
mendation) that ſelf- important, conceited cha- 


racter, of Roxalana in the Sultan; which part I 


have ſo often noticed as a fantaſtical favorite of 
many favorite actreſſes, who like to hear them- 


ſelves talk and be the heroine of the little tale: 
So that when the night's entertainment was over 


it would have been a moot point to have decided 


| whether the audience or the actreſs were the moſt 


tired. It is true, that Mrs. Jordan added rage to 


her fatigue, which was wrong, becauſe her re- 
putation was ſo eſtabliſhed in the theatrical world, 
that whether ſhe played to a great houſe or a little 


| Houſe, with violent thundering applauſe, or with 


moderate approbation only, it could not injure 
her reputation in the leaſt; but it is fair to ac- 
knowledge, that to play a principal character 
without encouragement, and particularly to a 


performer accuſtomed to receive a great deal, is 


a mortification that muſt and will undoubtedly be 


Tye A conceited lady loaded with affectation, 
and expecting the daily tribute of adulation to the 


4 


— 
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melt falſome degree, will find that ſociety very. 
tireſome. when ſhe is addreſſed as only one of the 


company, and not ſelected as the ſole object; ſo 
Mrs. Jordan, from that night, determined like 
-wiſer people to continue in the wrong, and ra- 


ther wiſh to. offend than by the leaſt degree en- 
deavour to conciliate or pleaſe; j by which con- 
duct ſhe only rendered her own mind more un- 
eaſy; for in fact it was revenging herſelf upon 
herſelf. She ſaid ſhe had a double weight in. 
carry on her ſhoulders, a ſtupid audience, and a 
ſtupid company of actors; there was not any com- 
prehenſion or an idea in the whole company be- 
ſore or behind the curtain; and by ſuch inuendos 
ſhe did not render herſelf reſpectable to the co- 
medians any more. than ſhe did to the public. 5 
She, like other great perſons in life's drama of 
acting, unto the ladder fooliſhly turned her back, 
forgetting the means ** which ſhe bad aſcended 
to greatneſs. 

On the Friday a 5 falſe Forte were 
fabricated of what Mrs. Jordan ſaid of her Vork 
friends, and in ſhort a ſpirit of diſcontent and ill 
humour prevailed againſt her; her apparent man- 
ner of diſplaying a wiſh to offend, rather than 
pleaſe, had rouſed even ſome of the „ 
as well as the tongues of the ladies to make her a 
topic of cenſure, and a wilful neglect ae 


# 


7 
* 


her performance of Sylvia in the Recruiting N 
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Officer, and Lucy in the Virgin Unmaſked, Fe 
Friday following (Auguſt the 12th), there being 
but 251. 18. in the houſe during the whole. night; 
and when ſhe came on in Sylvia ſhe very impro- 
perly ſaid for the whole audience to hear, that 
- ſhe would not act her part, but only wall the 


courſe that night, to which aſſertion ſhe ſtrictly 


kept her word, without the leaſt relaxation in that 
point; for ſhe remained inflexible during the 
- whole night's performance. 8 
On the Saturday Auguſt 13, Mrs. der s 
night was announced, * She Would and She 
Would Not,” with The Man of Quality,” 


Hypolita and Miſs Hoyden, Mrs. Jordan. She 


_ dined with me, and was ſo whimſical, good hu- 


: moured, and entertaining, that I augured all 
would be pleaſant in the theatre that evening.— | 


The boxes were genteel, but not great, the other 


- parts of the houſe but ſcattered: Mrs. Jordan 
vas alſo diſappointed, I believe, as to gold tick- 


ets, for except one lady five: guineas, I do not be- 
- Heve ſhe had any preſents. When ſhe appeared 
on the ſtage that night as her benefit, ſhe was 
greeted in Hypolita, with great good humour 


and applauſe, but not violently or in raptures; 


burt inſtead of making even a flight bow on ſuch 
an uſual occaſion for that ceremony, ſhe turned 


Quite round up the ſtage, (though not in cha- 


. TRI? as much as to 2 es ah IF * Now,” 
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45 Join Moody ſays, 1 thought your London- 
ers had had more manners, and like your 
* Honour.“ In the courſe of che play and the 


farce Mrs. Jordan, in ſpite of the ill humour 
which had poſſeſſed her all, now and then let fly 


a ſpark of genius that ſtruck, but it was evident : 


it was againſt the will ; for ſhe was as careful 


not to let her real Ame of genius blaze and 


comfort all around, as if her head-dreſs or petti- 
coat had taken fire in her dreſling-room, and the 


wanted to roll herſelf i in the carpet to ſmother 


and extinguiſh. the riſing flames. There was an 


engagement between Mrs. Jordan and me for 
the week following, and I had depended on a fe- 


cond treaty for the week ſucceeding that, not 


 ſuſpeQting ſuch a chain of croſs purpoſes would | 


have ſtepped between and thwarted my intetits ; 


but the theatric powers thought otherwiſe. I 


had printed the bills for Monday, Auguſt the 5 
15th, for her performance, which were to be 


delivered at the end of the night's entertainment, 
and her name to be given out after the play; 


ſhe ſent me word in the ſecond act, that ſhe 


would not play on the York ſtage again: I looked 


on that merely as in a pet, and ordered 46 Know 
Your Own Mind” and “ The Spoil'd Child,” to 
be announced for Monday, Auguft 1 5,—Lady_ 


Bell and Little Pickle, Mrs. Jordan. But when 


Lſaw her "it the farce, ſhe * "Ow ſhe : 
* olume III. „ 


— 
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, would not act again, and ſpoke to me diſrepect- 
fully as to the beggarly engagement ſhe had en- 
tered into, and the dullneſs and lack of gene- 
roſity in the York. audience, that I could not 


help ſaying ſomething like the following words. 


% Mrs. Jordan, it may be true that you have not 
e been welcomed at York with that warmth vou 
© are accuſtomed to receive, and without com- 


4 pliment deſerve, but you are alſo to conſider, 
é that if the engagement is not ſo: profitable as 


a cc generally occurs for your pocket and your plea- ; 
“ ſure, yet that diſappointment affects me as 


* much as it does you; for were the advantage 
x © treble, it would be a pleaſing. conſideration: to 
os me equally with. yourſelf.” To which the re- 


" plied that © She did not. think ſuch an inſignifi- 


*ccant ſum as “, * * * * * 425 worth her 
-<6 acceptance.” To which I could not reſiſt ſaying, 
With ſome degree of aſperity, as a retort, © Mrs. 
Jordan, that it is not more luerative'I lament, 
c but cannot help it; if I could, I would; but I 


cc muſt obſerve, that with all your merit, I think 


cc jt does not become you or any actreſs upon 
cc earth to term the ſum. of one hundred and ſixty 
et poumdt for one week's acting, and repeating. 
40 merely a, b, c, (what ſhe did in conſtant weekly 
cc rotation) not worth receiving. I judged that 
e ſuch a ſum was well worth ker acceptance and 
cc acknowledgment, were dhe A ducheſs.” And. 


\ 
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gin think I ſpoke a ſtrict truth, had ſhe been then 
a ducheſs; and ſurely I had a right to ſpeak - 
when ſo urged: for if ſhe was a theatrical ducheſs, 


Why I was a theatrical monarch— Who's 
afraid !” She did not deign to reply, but reddened 


and looked angry. Yet as I knew ſhe poſſeſſed 
at times great good humour, I thought the clouds 


would. paſs over and diſperſe; z but I was miſtaken, 


for her mind ſettled quite gloomy. I do not 


think ſhe has ever ſealed nie her pardon and her 
Forgiveneſs from that hour to this; yet who was 
the moſt to blame? — She and Mr. Fd (who was 


with her at York) were to have dined with me on 


the Sunday; but about twelve at night, on the 
Saturday, I received the following note. The 


reader will recollect that Mrs. Jordan was to have 


played with me one night gratis in the following 
feſtival week, and I had appointed the Wedneſ- 


day as the night for her ſervices: I mention this 
again to clear = the matter alluded to in the 


* 0 


letter 


e DEAR SIR, 
4 have mentioned to Mrs, F F =4 as ſubſtancs 


” 


c of the converſation you favoured me with this 


©& evening, and ſtated to her how anxious you 


e were that ſhe ſhould enlarge her engagement; 


< ſhe appears however to be ſo very averſe to it, 
« that I muſt defiſt from further preſſing her, 
- - * 2 


© Hour by the clock. I ſoon informed Mr. Kemble 
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# The night due to you ſhe is ready to perform 
« on next Wedneſday, or any earlier time you 
et may pleaſe to appoint. She deſires me to add, 
« that as ſhe feels herſelf very unwell and much 
e fatigued, the is deſirous of paſling a day or 
© two in the country, and therefore hopes that 
cc you wall excuſe her from doing herſelf the 
e pleaſure of waiting upon e "_ pus wean 
ec kinſon to-morrow. e 


«lam, dear Sir, 


« Your very obedient humble ſervant.” | 


SATURDAY ee 
 AvGusrT 135 1791. 


n 
* 


From the letter cke realer will Lebe tits t to 


think more of Mrs. Jordan's ſervices for the- -public 


at York was all over. I was at my wit's end at the 


diſappointment, and in want of pieces for novelty 
and attraction: It immediately occurred to me, that 
Mr. John Kemble, who had (with Mrs. Kemble) 
been ſometime on a viſit at Mr. Wilſon's, then the 


Lord Mayor of York, might be prevailed on in 


ſuch an exigence as that, to aſſiſt his former old 
manager in diſtreſs. I loſt no time, but late as 


the hour was, I poſted to the Manſion-houſe, 


where I found Mr. Kemble preparing for bed, 
not that an excuſe for a chit chat converſation 


and a bottle ever frightens Mr. John Kemble any 
more than myſelf, merely becauſe it is ſuch an 


hay o*® of 2 L 2 — 0 wi !!. 88 


8 28 


( 
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of the fracas that had paſſed between Mrs. Jordan 


and me, which had occaſioned ſuch an electrical 
ſhock to my wheels of government, that the ma- 
chine was ſo clogged and impeded, that E did not. 


know how to proceed without the aſſiſtance of 
his powerful arm to ſet all agoing again witty 


more than uſual velocity; he aſſured me he would 


gladly have given his aid on ſuch a particular 


juncture, but his health had made him not attend 
at Liverpool, and it would be almoſt conſidered a 


breach of duty ſhould he play elſewhere, though 
he had ſtrained a point to aſſiſt his brother Stephen 
at the enſuing Newcaſtle aſſize-week, which would 
be on Monday, Auguſt 22; and as he ſeemed de- 
termined not to play, all converſation on that ſub- 


ject was dropped, but not all other, for we'chat- 
ted and drank, and drank. and chatted till there 


was not any occaſion for a man with a lanthorn 


to eſcort me home; my cares ſeemed over, and 


I came home. ſinging aloud—— — 5 


| : « There's a \ ſweet little cherub ſits ſmiling alot 75 
5 = c Will keep watch for the life of Poor Jack.“ 


On the Sunday ee at a time I was Ts 


a, with ſome true friends of York city at 


my table, the Lord Mayor and Mr. Kemble called, 


and defired-to ſpeak to me on buſineſs; on which 


we retired into another. room, when Mr. Kemble. | 
told me he had ruminated on my ſituation reſpec- 


249 


* 4 
— 4 7 _ 
2 8 8 5 
1 1 Thos 33 ae ELL in 
SES ar CITI EI Trey ESE GR as 8 


o 

: 
F. 
* 
* 
5 


250 THE WANDERING PATEN TER. 


ing my diſappointment of Mrs. Jordan's per- 
forming: He had been with that lady, and ſhe 


had moſt peremptorily aſſured him ſhe would not 


enter into any kind of engagement at the York 
theatre, on any terms, and that ſhe was gone to 
Caſtle Howard to be private and free from any 


meſſages or ſolicitations. Mr. Kemble, it ſeems, 


| had made a propoſal to Mrs. Jordan, which he 


accepted, and that was to exactly take his ſitua- 
tion and engagement fixed for the Newcaſtle 
aſſizes, and told that lady he would continue at 


. the Manſion-houſe with the Lord Mayor of York, 


and play with Wilkinſon, provided he agreed to 
his terms. 'This matter was firmly ſettled be- 


tween them, when Mr. Kemble did me the favour 


of that viſit ; who then ſaid he would conciſely 


make his own propoſals, to the which if I did 
not conſent, he would not play. The firſt point 
Was, that if Mrs. Jordan performed on the Wed- 


neſday night, he would not act at all; for Wed- 
neſday being the moſt faſhionable night for the 


theatre, not any muſical performance being ap- 


pointed, fame nat money was to him the object; 
therefore as that was my beſt night, he ſaid he 


- would ſtand in Mrs. Jordan's place,. and receive 


the thirty guineas. I ſaid pounds, as was Mrs. 


Jordan's agreement for that night. Mr. Wilſon 
ſaid he thought pounds very well for one nights 
acting in the country; but Mr. Kemble faid. 


* 


— 


— 
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there was an end of the matter, for guineas it 


muſt be or the buſineſs was at an end; and as I 


was jammed into a corner I inſtantly ſaid guinens 


let it be. The matter of ſhares were afterwards 


adjuſted, and all his own way. Mrs. Jordan. 

could not. have managed me better, I was as do- 
cile as a young elephant. Therefore all matters 

being compromiſed, except the matter as to the 


* 


Wedneſday night with Mrs. Jordan, I ſent a 
ſpecial meſſenger, poſt haſte even on the inſtant 


to Caſtle-Howard to that lady, with a note 8 . 


| * like the win 


\ De cc TO MRS. JORDAN, | 


cc: „ADAM : 1 5 Sun lay night, auguſt us 1790+ - 


«The diſtreſs you have occaſioned me, ren- 


ders it impoſſible to open the theatre to- mor- 


«row. I fear it will on your account, give riſe to 


te fuch very diſagreeable circumſtances as will 


te make it irkſome to you and myſelf. I have in 


te. conſequence ſent a ſpecial meſſenger for you to 
«conſider and ſend a determined anſwer to the 


«following propoſal ; which is, if rather than 


ec play at York you will allow thirty pounds, 


„%s Mrs. Siddons paid and Miſs Farren on their 
(é beneſits, or allow me to deduct thirty pounds 


from your ſhares in my hand. If that is not 
agreeable, why I accept your propoſal in 


bc. Mr. F—d's letter, and ſhall inſtantly adver- - 


2 


* 


3» tiſe your. mats on Tueſday next,. Au- : 
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« guſt 16. The newſpaper is waiting for the 
«event of your /zrious anſwer, as the perform. 
g ances mult be appointed accordingly. _ 


« I am, Madam, | 
„ Yours, &c. 


« TATE w. „ 


The meſſenger returned with the following 
laconic reply, though not courteous. 7 


rn, 
«I agree with phil to your propoſyt ob 


« giving you thirty pounds, rather than ever | 


« perform in York. I ſhall return to-morrow 
and ſettle the balance of the account. 
e een, Sir, | | 
oe Your © OO humble ſervant, 
2 D. Bond,” 


On receiving that anfives; on the Monday 
morning Mr. Kemble fixed on Othello for his 
appearance on the Tueſday night, Augult 16, on 

which I iflued the following hand-bill ; and from 

neceſſity I was obliged to have the theatre ſhut 
on the Monday of the Feſtival, which was to me 
a great loſs; but Mrs. Jordan had thrown mat- 
ters into ſuch confuſion ſo unexpectedly, that 1 
had no reſource but to ſubmit to the neeeſity 
and diſappointment. 5 | 
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- Theatre-Royal, Vork. 
| MONDAY, Auguſt 15, vt 5 
Mr. WILKINSON is under the difagreeable 7 
neceſſity of cloſing the theatre this evening, as - 
Mrs. JORDAN has - poſitively declined any fu- 


ture performance on this ſtage : Mr. Wilkinſon. 
is. extremely ſorry. for the diſappointment, but 
has the unexpected ſatisfaction of ee the 
public, at | 
Ly: Mr. K EMBL E, 8 
Manager of the Theatre- Royal, Drury-Lane;,, | 


(whoſe abilities are univerſally known and eſta- 3 


bliſhed)" perceiving Mr. Wikinſon's'embarraſied--: 1 
ſituation, has kindly offered his aſſiſtance during a 
this Feftival Week, and will. e to-morrow 7 2 ll 
in the r EN of ”— ö 


OT HELLO, 2 
MOOR of VENICE. - — 


— 


Every body was rejoiced at the acquiſition of 
Mr. Kemble, and it was all the univerſal topic to 
abuſe Mrs. Jordan; but of that matter I dare oY 

| the felt ſuperior. and. perfectly . eaſy... On the 

- Monday noon - ſhe returned. to York, and moſt 

honourably paid me the thirty pounds, and I © 
could perceive that ſhe could not ſuppreſs: an un⸗ 
Ms - 
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eaſineſs, though ſhe aid ſhe acted right; for ſhe 


ſhould be ruined as an actreſs if ſhe was to play 


on to ſuch a milk and water ſpiritleſs audience. 
That Mrs. Jordan was not received with that 


warmth her merit demanded was true; but then, 


Had ſhe been more complying, and not ſo gloomy 
and curſed croſs, and never conveying the leaft 
_ endeavour or with to pleaſe, which had ſhe done, 
things would have taken a more pleaſant turn; 
and I am ſure her own good ſenſe muſt, on re- 


flection, have aſſured her ſhe would have been. 


better pleaſed with herfelf and conduct : for no 


matter how exalted in wealth and in- general opi- 
nion a performer may be, there is no kicking. 
againſt an audience, without kicking againſt the 


thorns. She ſeemed that day to be diſſatisſied 


with me, which certainly was not juſt, for I ever 
ſincerely had, and have a true regard for her as 
a friend, as well as an actreſs. If ſhe. did not 


get equal to her expectations, I alſo was a loſer. 
at the ſame time, and in a week I called a har-: 


veſt week, But the various buffets I. have met. 
with during my theatrical life, has occaſioned- 


my taking Fortune 8 frowns and rewards. moft. 


patiently. | | | 
I had indeed a call for the full. exerciſe of my 
philoſophy on the very Monday I have here been- 


treating about. Mr. and Mrs. Kemble and a 
party dined with me that day; all ſeemed mirth- 
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and glee, che ladies retired, but Mr. Kemble and 
I fat out all the males, when he very gravely told 


me, that he had reflected on the engagement he 


had made, and his judgment told him it was a 
very fooliſh one; deſired it might not make any 


breach between the friendſhip We then were in, 
but he was determined not to play on the terms 


he had agreed to, and peremptorily declared that 
he would not accept, which was to play on the 


Medneſday night for thirty guineas, but would 


ſhare the houſe or would not play at all. I urged 


that he had made his own agreement in every . 
point; he Was advertiſed and pledged to the pub- 


lic at his own appointment; had- ſtipulated his . 
_ own terms; I had ſaid Jes to every one of his pro- 
poſals; and the-thirty guineas were his. own par- 
ticular demand; ſaying at the ſame time money 
vas not the object but the fame, for if he did 


not play that night I ſhould have it full, and he 


| ſhould not play to the beſt houſe, and Mr. Wilſon - 
Vas a witneſs to the whole of the propoſals ; but 


Nr. Kemble ſaid he had made up his mind that 


it was not worth his attention or trouble, or any 


regard-to his reputation if he did not clear in the 


#7 


five nights 160l. I ſeemed thunderſtruck, but 


pexemptorily refuſed, and to prevent any diſpute 
which could not avail with two ſuch obſtinate 
heads, and thinking myſelf ill uſed, I was as 


| fixed not to comply « on my part any more e than he jo 
| NM 


* 
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was on his, ſo he departed and vent to the con- 
cert at the Afſembly-rooms; 3 and when ſeveral 


gentlemen there aſſured Mr. Kemble how happy 


they were in the expectation of ſeeing him play 
ſome of his favourite characters that week on the 


York ſtage, he very calmly ſaid, he believed 


they would not have that pleaſure, for he did not 


| think he ſhould play: this occaſioned much buzz. 


Now whether Jove looked big and was angry 
with the one or both of us I cannot take upon. 
me to determine, but certainly Mr. Kemble and 


I enjoyed our acid tete-a-tete in a ſtorm, for 
| ſuch was the ſtate of the weather, that a ſimi-. 


lar hurricane I cannot recollect as while Mara, 


5 Crouch, Kelly, and Harriſon were ſinging “ He 
ſhall give us Hailſtones, c.; and during the whole 


concert, the great Aſſembly-room being ſurroun- 
ded with windows, it exhibited ſuch a terrific 


ſcene of horror as perhaps no perſon in that large 


aſſemblage, male or female, had ever witneſſed. 
The claps of thunder and the amazing vivid 
Jheets of flaſhing fires were awful, alarming, and 
dangerous beyond the power of my pen to de- 
ſcribe. The heat was exceſſive, not a breath of 5 


air; and how the ladies had courage to ſit, liſten, 


and admire, whilſt the room ſeemed all on fire; 
ſo much ſo, that they could read their ſongs by 


a far ſuperior light to that of the illuminations in 
the room, which were e faint or Oe 
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truly than in the following lines from Shakſpear, 


nor can any deſcription exaggerate its violence or 
5 teropncls for ſeveral hours, 


4 Alas, Sir! things that love night. 
« Love not ſuch nights as theſe; the wrathful. 5. 


4 Gallow to terrify the very wanderers of the dark, 


« And make them keep their caves.” Since I was. man,. : 
« Such ſheets of fire, ſuch burſts of horrid ms 


1 never remember to have heard; 


Man's nature cannot carry 


„ Th' affliction, nor the force. 


But I, on the ſtrength of the engagement, and 


relying on his cooler judgment as manager alſo 
of Drury Eane theatre, thought his regard for 
me would not let him put matters to ſo great an 
extremity. as he had threatened > however I had 
my doubts, and only in part miſtook” my man. 
The bills were printed for his Othello, and the 
rehearſal was called and no Mr. Kemble :; The 
Lord Mayor was uneaſy : Mrs. Kemble was all in 
tears, and angry with us both: Mr. Kemble was 
faſt aſleep and had given orders he would not be 


diſturbed, or when he was, like Mercutio, he 


: [wore an oath or two, and omg bes wh _ 


| from che overpowering brightneſs of faſhing- 
flames from heaven. This muſt be remembered. 
by moſt perſons, and was on Monday night, 
Auguſt 15, 1791, and cannot be deſcribed more 
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ec week. 


Wedneſday; which bone the pointer Wilkinſon 
did not want any third or even a ſecond barker to 


: announced the hour of one, I really judged Mr. 
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Mab again. However at laſt he was really. awake.) ; 
and being told of the. . &c. he ſent me che 


| fellowing note. fs 


cc MY DEAR SIR. 

e am very much ſurpriſed to 11 my name 

ce in the bills of this. evening's play. I did my- - 
«ſelf the honour of telling you yefterday that, 
cc unleſs you were kind. enough to rectify my miſ- 


· 


(c take, relative to Thurſday, I could not have 


ce the pleaſure of appearing: upon your ſtage this 


„am, dear Sir, 
„ "Your very obedient ſervant, | | 
| . KEM BLE.“ . 
Törxspar e 5 
Maxslox-Housz. s 
' Thurſday Was a miſtake in the note; for che Z 
bone of contention between the ſly-dogs, was the 


I» 


- 


ſhare or run away with. When the Minſter had 


4 


Kemble inflexible, and actually ſent a note of 
explanation to the public, appointing the Battle 
of Hexham, and conveyed a copy of the ſame * 


for Mr. Kemble's approbation, to prevent any 


farther miſunderſtanding, to which he made not 


the leaſt objection either as to impropriety or in- 


delicacy as to my reaſons ; if he had-he ſhould 


ons 


* 


af 
8. 
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have TS welcome to have altered the neceſſary 
addreſs. But his worſhip the Lord Mayor was 


really extremely uneaſy about the buſineſs, par- 


ticularly as he had made himſelf a party in the 
fray, and that Mrs. Kemble was quite unhappy. 
He told me he did not know which was the moſt 
obſtinate or the moſt to blame. That the diſ- 
appointment of Mr. Kemble's not playing muſt” 


be very diſagreeable to both parties: one would 


be equally blamed. with the other, and how truly- - 
ridiculous for Mr. Kemble and his friend Wil- 


kinſon to be amuſing the public with their folly 


and perverſeneſs. The Lord Mayor then made 
a propoſal that Mr. Kemble ſhould abate part of 
his agreement, and let me into a more palatable 
ſhare of his profits, which plan being explained 


in ſome meaſure, likely to clear away part of my 


objections, and rather than create confuſion, ank 
then, as well as now, moſt. truly regarding Mr. 
Kemble, I once more ſaid the agreeable yes to 
Mr. Wilſon's propoſals, but really thought, as 
did my friend, that Mr. Kemble had kept up his 
reſolutions to ſo late in the day, that they would 
not be ſtaggered but firm and invulnerable:, How- 
ever the following ſhort, note came from the” 
Manſion-houſe: | | 


« Mr. Kemble agrees. i 


„ 1 
tees He l be ready to rehearſe. at two 0 clock.” 
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The tre: were in waiting; Mr. Kemble 


came; at his time to rehearſe, and I ſettled with. 


him what he was to be dreſſed in; our brows 

cleared up, and we were as cordial as if no jars: - 
had been: We both preſerved King Charles's 
rule, not to repeat grievances. He was greatly 
received indeed. that evening in Othello; he: 
kept to his word, for he had ſaid the audience 
ſhould be convinced he would take pains whether: 8 


the plaudits were profuſe or not. 
Mrs. Jordan was at the play, and a nels: 


that Mr. Kemble was loaded with applauſe, and 
moſt deſervedly; and the York audience con- 

vinced her they could applaud, and Joudly, when 
it accorded with their approbation ; but they 
would not be commanded. Mrs. Jordan fet off on- 


the Wedneſday for her new-made engagement: 


at Newcaſtle,- which it would not be my buſineſs. 
here to mention, but that it is fair to hint to 
that lady how: different her opinion and health 
muſt have been from that of the week preceed- 
ing: For as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Newcaſtle, ſhe. 
aſſumed the reins of government and as Mr. 
Kemble had wrote to Mr. Stephen Kemble, that 
Mrs. Jordan: was to fupply his- place, ſhe ſent to 
all the newſpapers in Newcaſtle, that her firſt ap-: 
pearance would be on the Monday following, 
Auguſt 22, when ſhe would perform the Country 
Girh, after which Nell in © 1 Al Devil to r i 


1 


** 
. 
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Now that was whit che reader Will recolle& I 


had requeſted her to do, and had announced to 


the public at York ; but no perſuaſion could make 


her conſent to 2 a labour and hardſhip, and L 


was obliged to alter the play-bills, to the diſap- 
pointment of numbers, after 1 had advertiſed 
Mrs. Jordan for Nell above a week or ten days. 


At Newcaſtle an unforeſeen misfortune happened 


Mrs. Jordan, or if not to be termed misfortune, 
it certainly was a diſagreeable dilemma, for the 
Newcaſtle manager had prepared the company. 
for the plays wherein Mr. John Kemble was to 


have acted, and on the ſudden and unexpected: 


information, that Mrs. Jordan was appointed as 
generaliſſimo for the campaign, the troops were 
diſabled and could not undertake the fiege— 

not for want of ardour, but for want of ammu- 
nition: For to ſpeak in a language ſomething 


like Engliſh, Mrs. Jordan's characters in both 


the plays and farces were not known in their 


able to take the field, though it was for the cer- 
tain proſpect of their own plunder, and what was 
more tempting to meet their friends, not their 


88 


manceuvres. or practice, and they were truly un- 


enemies as in the calamity of real war. But in 


truth the Newcaſtle company were in ſuch a pre- 


dicament, owing to the want of information, that 


they could mot pgceed from Lancaſter (Where 


— 
. 
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| a certainty of diſgrace, not being able with any 

degree of credit to go through their regular 
theatrical exerciſes, &c. therefore they deter · 

| mined not to march. Mrs. Jordan was left upon 

her foli/s-tented field of battle, where ſhe might 

drive her triumphal comie car, but there was not 

even the poor Vork 160l. that week to pay the 

horſes of either the Muſes or the Jordan. And I 

do believe that month of Auguſt was the moſt 

mortifying ſhe had then met with as a performer, 

from her firſt exaltation in 1785, to the preſent 

date that I am writing this hiſtory of events, in 
February 1793. She talked of damages, & c. and 

it Was, I believe, a long time in agitation her 

ſtatement of injury. But my dear Mrs. Jordan 

it was only in our theatrical chapter of accidents, 

and I hope you will ever be in ſuch a ſtate as to 

be able to withſtand ſuch trivial incidents in life, | 

for they muſt happen in ſome. appearance or ano= - 

ther, be your ſituation better or worſe. And now 

leaving my truly admired ard beloved Mrs. Jor- | 

dan to all hey hopes and wiſhes, I muſt return to 4 

my right trot, and get the reader to that bone - f-: 

contention day, the week in Vork on the Muſical t 

Feſtival, The play in that week, Wedneſday Au- t 

guſt the 17th was Hamlet, and that character t 
was. acted by Mr. Kemble; and at any time 

prior or ſince, I never ſaw a more maſterly piece | 
of acting i; he acknowledged ſince, that to his own.: 
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remembrance of feeling, execution, and art, he 


never played the part altogether ſo well as that 
night z— better I think is not poſſible. The re- 


ceipt was 109 l. 198. 6d. I need not ſay that Mr. 


J. Kemble of London, and old Tate of Vork 
were both ſatisfied with the Forget of that nights i 
and with each other. 

On Thurſday, Auguſt 18, Mr. Kemble e | 
Macbeth, and with the admiration his Dietze 


5 ſerved. 7 OO 


On Friday — 5 I oth Mr. Kemble ao Land 


Haſtings (which 1 have mentioned ſo warmly} 


alſo Petruchioz and recited Collins's Ode on the 


Paſſions; but the houſe failed*,—the receipt only 


281. 148 Gd.; and notwithſtanding that Mr. Kem- 


ble had boaſted of ſelf- command, as to exertion, 
he proved himſelf an actor of merely mortal 


mould; for though he did not ſay his pride was 


hurt at a thin audience, which was right and be+ 


came his underſtanding, yet he was evidently 


unſtrung, his Ode was not recited like Mr. Kem- 

ble's, his Haſtings in Auguſt was unlike the repre- 
ſentative I recollected in the month of March 
that year, and even the ſo-much-admired bluſ- 


tering Petruchio, claimed not applauſe or atten- 


tion beyond the uſual mediocrity; a ſtrong proof 6 


* This was tho principal night of the Feſtival at the Aſſem- 
bly-tooms, when more ladies and gentlemen * were N 


than at any W or later POE 


” 
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g how en it is the power to chill or mp 2 an 


actor's fire: Applauſe from the audience is a new | 


electricity to the body for the action devoted to 
their ſervice; whereas coldneſs and inſenfibility 
not to mention ſupercilious behaviour) damps all 
genius, and is a cold ſtream W on r the _—_ 8 | 
ability. 

Mr. Kemble Gnithed his York engagement wits 
great honour to himſelf, and emolument to me, on 
Saturday, Auguſt the 2oth, 1791 ; he acted Zanga 
and with great reputation and applauſe to a very 


| brilliant audience—and his ſhare of the- receipt” 


of the week (without any douceurs that T was made 
acquainted with) was bordering on hel. The 
two weeks with oratorios, concerts, &c. made me 
_ tremble for the race-week, yet thanks to the gods, 
the difference of ideas from that of law at the- 


aſſizes, to muſic, and then from mufic to racing, 
gave me no cauſe for complaint, on gael cbe r re- 


veriec . © 


I had once more Se on Mrs. Eſten to try : 


her York friends; ſhe rather wiſhed to avoid the 


hazard, as ſhe rightly judged ſhe had been treated. 


7 is very negligently, after a profuſion of praiſe and 


_ promiſe; however from my ſolicitation ſhe did 
break. through her heroine reſolution, and once 
more on her return from Scotland ventured her 
little bark to the generoſity. and. pleaſure of her: 
profeſſed friends at York. The race-week. im- 
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T e followed the ſeſtival· weck, and ſo cloſe 


by the heels, that it only allowed the intervening 
Sunday for to gain ban beg n and r 
to ſin again. h 


A muſical Sack an was fixed 850 year for News 
caſtle, -which was appointed the week following- 
the 5 aſſize-week ther ez Mr. Kelly and Mrs 8 Crouch 


were engaged on that party, but had a few days _ 


to. ſpare, and being much-wiſhed for at the York. 


theatre, not only from ſeeing and hearing their 


performances at the Minſter, the concerts, &. 


but the public ardently wiſhed to ſee them once 


more on the theatric boards, where they recol- 
lected the high treat they had afforded the Lork 
audience in the race-week, 1787; and we being 


then old acquaintance, Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Crouch, 


and myſelf, ſoon concluded an agreement for 
performing on the Monday and the Tueſday 
in the race-week, Auguſt 25 and 26, 1791, which 
time allowed ſufficiently for their going to the: 
Newcaſtle oratorios; and it was fortunate that 
ſuch an engagement had taken place, for Mrs. 


Eſten's memory being taken up more materially. 
at Dundee in Scotland, had fo much forgot, 
that the perſiſted the York race-week began on 


the Wedneſday, and ſhe did not arrive till 8 ; 
ee night in that week. 
Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Crouch in the York race- 


week, Monday night the 22d, made their appear- 


— 
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ance to a hearty welcome and loud the 1 
the characters of Lionel and Clariſſa; and on 


Tueſday, Auguſt 23, in Inkle and Tarico, and 


Henry and Louiſa in © The Deſerter, and a be- 


nefit appointed for them on Thurſday the week 
after the races, as they could not be ſooner at 


York owing to their article with Mr. Aſhley for 


the Newcaſtle muſical meeting. They played to 


moſt uncommon. crowded” houſes. © The drain of 


| the two public weeks was a proof of the opinion 
the public entertained of Mr. ons e Mrs. 


Crouch's abilities. 
On the Wedneſday, W 225 Mrs. Eten 


el Lady Townly and Emmeline, to a brilliant 
theatre. On Thurſday Roſalind, in which cha- 
racter the Yorkſhire audience was very partial to 
her, and in which part ſhe evinces great merit 
(not that Mrs. Jordan's Cuckoo is forgot or lies 
dormant in the memory) the receipt was fol. 
On Friday, Mrs. Eſten acted Lady Bell (not 
more clear than I myſelf have been at times as to 
being perfest), and on Saturday, Auguſt 27, 


ſhe cloſed with Monimia, but it was amidſt 
ſuch a Tower of Babel, the galleries were ſo 


crowded and noiſy, that I felt much hurt at the . 


thoughts of her being obliged to ſubmit to ſuch 
an unavoidable torture; for acting had nothing 


to do with that evening's entertainment during 


the play; but Fawcett's Jemmy Jumps produced 


Fes 
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f ee filence,: and A” litle atten⸗ 
tion. . 

Mrs. Eſtert' 's Vent Was fixed, and lad. been 
advertiſed for ſome days, for Monday, Auguſt 29, 
the laſt night but one till the winter ſeaſon— 
(which does not commence till the February _ 

following) Mrs. Eſten fixed on Indiana, and the 
fugar- plumb conceited caudle part again of Rox» 
alana: And ſurely from the failure of her houſe 


8 at her benefit the year before in Auguſt 17, 5 


the violent flattery beſtowed, & c. I ſhould have 
"ſuppoſed Mrs. Eſten would have met with a re- 
ward and a reſpect ſhe certainly deſerved (War- | 
ing all arguments as to the enthuſiaſm ſhe. was. 
received with in May 1790); but ſorry am I to 
relate the following fact, for her benefit could ; 
not be ſuppoſed to have been injured, becauſe Mr. 
Kelly and Mrs. Crouch were to ſing on the Thurſ- 
day, which was ſo far diſtant, and as to perſonal 
intereſt they had none, or if they had, all that 


fort of thing was precluded by the intervening 


time, owing to their indiſpenſible engagement at 
Newceaſtle; but Mrs. Eſten's night was as fol- 
loss, and I regiſter it with great unwillingneſs on 
my own account and hers. That ſhe had a right 


to be offended is certain, and that her pride was 


unavoidably hurt at being a ſecond time deceived 
after a lure of approbation and promiſe, ſurely 


muſt be permitted as provoking, for when Mrs. 


* 
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JF ben (fixteen days only before Mrs. Eiten * - 
boured under the York diſpleaſure, the dadies all 


n 
* 1 < * * 


wiſhed for Mrs. Eſten, ſhe was ſo delightful, ſo 
genteel, ſo pretty, Mrs. Jordan's characters and 


acting were low and vulgar, yet truth muſt re- 


cord, that the receipt fell ſhort on her night, 


eren of that of her bad. benefit in 1790; for that on . 


Monday, Auguſt the 29th, 1791, only amounted ; 
at laſt to 371. 18s. 6d. and that collected ſum Was 
given ſo flowly, and by ſo few, that the little did 


not, like the wrens, make a mickle. No wonder 
4 chat thus mortified, after a hard week's labour, 
' ſhe once more declared never to play at York 
again; any 'where but York But 1 ſtill hope CEE 
| flatter myſelf ſhe will break that reſolution, and _ 


try. York once more, when I hope ſhe will he 
treated and rewarded according to her deſerts, | 
and if ſo it mult be a lucrative and a hearty wel- | 


come; and it may be lucky to try the third time 


though diſappointed twice. | 
I will here relt the tired reader and myſalr, Xo, 
again, with the fourth and laſt volume, when 


recruited, introduce Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Crouch, 


from Newcaſtle, for their York benefit, on their 


road to London, to enjoy the 0 of fame. 


profit, and e 155 


% 
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